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Jack at Josephine Cutting, welcoming the truck convoy laden with much needed hay and other fodder into town as they arrive in Alexandra. -S

Additional support for 
impacted communities
The Australian and Victorian Governments have 
announced $160 million in additional support to 
help families, businesses and primary producers 
in communities affected by the devastating 

Up to $158 million is funded by both 
governments under joint Commonwealth-State 
Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements 
(DRFA), while the Victorian Government is 
investing an extra $2 million for schools within 

Local government areas eligible for support 

Shire, Murrindindi Shire, Strathbogie Shire and 

The funding builds on the more than $210 
million in already announced relief and recovery 

including emergency relief payments, grants 
for primary producers, access to emergency 

Clean-up for homes and businesses
An additional $112 million will expand the 
state-coordinated Clean-up Program with Forge 

Forge Solutions have extensive experience in 
disaster clean up and will prioritise engaging 

Clean-up support will be available for 
uninsured and underinsured residential homes 

also be available for businesses if uninsured or 
underinsured structures have been damaged 
or destroyed by the January 2026 Victorian 

community assets, like sporting facilities and 
community halls, will also be able to access the 
clean-up program if clean-up is not covered by 

Emergency Recovery Hotline on 1800 560 
760 or visit Emergency Recovery Victoria 
website, vic.gov.au/clean-support-january-

Continued Page 3

Jack cheers on his dad’s mates
NEED for Feed had lots of children out 
waving to the trucks and utes on Sunday, 

One very special young man was Jack 

MacKinnon was one of the more regular 

Sadly Rick passed away suddenly in 
2020, leaving behind the love of his life 

from a hay run to the Creightons Creek 

A little place called Victoria, perhaps 
youve heard of it mate?

We work and toil, like all others, at our 

We bring our trucks, Utes and trailers,
We load donated hay, near fresh from 

Were taking out to stricken farmers,

Whose hearts have been struck at, such 

Just a dusty smile and handshake, for us 

So next time you see our convoy, or our 
shirts that bear our name,

We will keep it moving, helping is 
our belief,
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Weekly Weather 
February 4 - February 10, 2026

Goulburn R at Lake Eildon (TW) 10.00AM Mon 2.02 LGH steady

Rubicon River at Rubicon 10.00AM Mon 0.39 LGH steady

Acheron River at Taggerty 10.00AM Mon 0.47 LGH steady

Home Creek at Yarck 10.00AM Mon 0.08 LGH steady

Yea River at Devlins Bridge           08.49AM Mon 0.39 LGH steady

Murrindindi River Above Colwells 09.00AM Mon 0.20 LGH steady

Yea R at Old Killingworth Rd 10.00AM Mon 0.34 LGH steady

Goulburn River at Ghin Ghin 10.00AM Mon 3.92 LGH steady

King Parrot Creek at Flowerdale 10.00AM Mon 0.27 LGH steady

Goulburn River at Trawool 10.00AM Mon 1.61 LGH steady

Sunday Creek at Tallarook 10.00AM Mon -0.09 LGH steady

Goulburn River at Seymour 10.30AM Mon 1.86 LGH steady

Whiteheads Creek at Seymour 10.00AM Mon 0.79 LGH steady

*ISSUED AT 10:54 AM AEDT MONDAY 2 FEBRUARY 2026

STATION NAME

RIVER HEIGHTS FOR THE GOULBURN CATCHMENT
TIME HEIGHT TENDENCY FLOOD CLASS

Alexandra......................................... 1mm
Buxton........................................... 1.6mm
Eildon (AWS).................................... 0.6mm
Flowerdale........................................ 1mm
Jamieson........................................... 1mm
Kinglake........................................... 2mm
Lake Eildon...................................... 1mm
Mans eld..................................... N/Amm
Taggerty ........................................ 0.2mm
Yarck ................................................ 1mm
Yea.................................................... 2mm

Above details for 7 days to 9am Monday

Height above sea level this week..................273.20m
Capacity as at 9am Monday...............................49.2%
Metres below full supply..................................15.70m
Daily in ow ..................................................400ML
Release........................................................ 5000ML
Eildon Pondage (may be subject to rapid change).................86%
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MONTHLY COMMUNITY GROUPS
WEEKLY

Tue Women’s Walk @ 7am @Embassy of Ideas
Wed Oasis Church, free coffee connection Ph 0408 123 581
Fri Man Walk @ 7am meet at RSL Hall
Fri Communitea 10am-12pm @ Embassy of Ideas 0422 225 801
Sun Alex & Dist Dog Obedience, training. Ph 0456 583 611
Sun AA meeting; 7pm St Johns Hall. Ph 1300 22 22 22.

MONTHLY
1st Wed    Alexandra Lions dinner meet, Corner Hotel 0427 595 318
1st  Thur Murrindindi Men 6-8pm@ Embassy of Ideas 0422 225 801
1st Sun Crop/Produce swap 10.30am--noon @ Embassy of Ideas 
2nd Tue Alexandra District Garden Society Meeting Ph 5772 2285
2nd Wed Molesworth Patchwork & Craft, Molesworth Hall 10am-4pm.
3rd Wed Alex Lions business meeting, rear RSL hall 0427 595 318
3rd Thu Alexandra Ladies Probus 10am RSL Ph 0428 976 252
3rd Thu Community Potluck dinner 6-8pm @ Embassy of Ideas
3rd Sun Alexandra RSL  Ph 0409 950 913
4th Wed Molesworth Patchwork & Craft, Molesworth Hall 10am-4pm.
4th Thu Alexandra Redgate CWA Meeting 1pm, Ph 0402 804 517
Last Fri Carers Group 10am Grant Street Grocer. 0418 402 455

For a $10 annual fee for one line, your club or organisation’s 
regular meeting dates will be listed each week. Not only is this 
a reminder to your regular members but also a good source of 
what groups are available in the community, when they meet 

and a contact phone number.

COMMUNITY DIARY
Alexandra District Health

5772 0900
Non-emergency police assistance

131 444
EMERGENCY 000

Local Radio Frequency
UGFM 106.9 Alexandra / Lake Eildon
UGFM   98.5 Marysville / Lake Mountain

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
can be submitted via email to 

editorial@alexandranewspapers.com.au or 
reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

 or by mail to Alexandra Newspapers 
 PO Box 5, Alexandra 3714.

Letters must be 300 words or less. We will 
not publish defamatory letters, or content 
which is o ensive, threatenin  or containin  
personal attacks. Submitted letters may be 
edited before oin  to print.
All letters must contain writers name, 
address and contact number. (not necessarily 
for publication). Letters without these details 
supplied cannot not be published. Deadline 
for Letters to the Editor is 9am Monday.

If you have any enquiries please do not hesitate 
to contact the o ce on

 5772 1002 or 
reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

We thank you for your continued support
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Thumbsup/down

DEADLINES
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Beware unwanted freeloaders
WONDERFUL hay donations have 
coming from far and wide, but be aware 
they might also be bringing in seeds 
of a few unwanted freeloaders. In my 
case in 2009 it was thistles, Bathurst 
burr, Paterson’s curse and heliotrope. 
Fortunately not the dreaded Chilean 
needle grass.

your pastures for the emergence of weeds 
you might not have noticed before. Carry 
with you an appropriate herbicide mix 
and hit them as they emerge. There are 
apps and websites to help you identify 
them and which herbicide to use.

Julia Foletta, Buxton

Helping nature recover
THERE is no escaping the impact of the 

friends and family, burnt hills and fences, 
ancient trees collapsed on roadsides or in 

our community and our animals are 
safe. But we grieve our landscape too. 
How can we best support nature at this 
critical stage?

First and foremost a reassurance. Nature 
is resilient. She is adept at recovery from 

environmental restoration for decades, 
and many of us have experienced times 

have found has helped.

some photos of your burnt country. It’s 

and remember how much has changed. 
Already the grass re-shoots.

Without groundcover, they are vulnerable 
to silting up during the next rain. In 

extra nutrients can lead to low water 
oxygen. Silt traps, which can be as simple 
as logs placed across the contour or over a 

of sediment and loose soil. Keep an eye 

bushland patches for germination. Seed 

potentially species you have never 
seen before. This can also be a good 
opportunity to target weeds while they 
are small, giving our natives the best 
chance at healthy re-establishment.

Many of the younger trees, while burnt, 
won’t be dead. Give them time. However, 
old ancient trees, hollow throughout, have 
been decimated. Ideally, if it is safe to do 
so, leave them in place or retain them as 
habitat on the ground. Other alternatives 

but this timber will provide a place to 
scratch and also prevent compacting the 
roots of the old tree.

The environmental groups in the 
burnt country have formed an alliance, 

Alliance. 

community, in the years to come. You 
are not on your own.

Seeking people 
called up from 
1951 to 1972

The National Servicemen’s Association of 

who was called up between the years of 1951 
and 1972.

forecourt of the Shrine of Rembrance at 
11.45 am on Sunday, February 15 to march 

Sabben MG who was the OC of 12 Platoon 
D Company 6RAR at the battle of Long Tan.

Please wear any medals, your own to be 
worn on your left side and relations to be 
worn on the right side.

Contact Peter Kemp on 0427 859 549 for 
more information.

Letters to the Editor

THUMBS DOWNTHUMBS DOWNTHUMBS DOWN

THUMBS UPTHUMBS UPTHUMBS UP

Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down is a reader’s 
contribution section of Alexandra Newspapers. 

Send your Thumbs Up or Thumbs Down to 
editorial@alexandranewspapers.com.au

Contributions will be edited and/or published 
at the Editor’s discretion. We request that this 

section not be used as a slander attack on 
persons, businesses or property

THUMBS UP: A million thanks 
to Andrew and Ayden Embling, 
Alexandra Lions Club and Alexandra 
Events who organised huge truck 
loads of hay to come to the area. 
Watching the semi trailers roll 
down the Josephine Cutting was a 
marvellous sight. Need for Feed and 
Blaze Aid are absolute lifesavers. 
That was all the Australia Day I 
needed.
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Authorised by the Australian Government, Canberra.

Don’t leave 
yourself exposed.
Use a unique and 
strong passphrase 
on every account.

What are you risking online?

actnowstaysecure.gov.au
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Additional support for 
impacted communities

Continued from Page 1

Registrations are now open. Call the 
Emergency Recovery Hotline on 1800 560 760 
or visit Emergency Recovery Victoria website, 

Emergency Recovery Support Program
To help people get the support they need throughout 
their recovery journey, an additional $20 million 
will expand the Emergency Recovery Support 
Program. The program helps people affected by 

support programs and services they need. It can 
also help with things like insurance and legal 

people to essential health and wellbeing support. 
Dedicated recovery support workers will also 
be available for people who need extra help 
navigating their recovery.

The Emergency Recovery Support Program 
is available by calling the Emergency Recovery 
Hotline on 1800 560 760.

Temporary accommodation
Further funding is being provided to ensure 
immediate accommodation supports are available 
to those who need it, while work is done to provide 
medium to longer term accommodation options 
best suited to the recovery needs of individuals, 
families and communities.

Financial counselling and advisory 
support for businesses

More than $1.7 million will go towards supporting 
business owners affected by the January 2026 

Business Recovery Advisory Service will be 
available on the ground and through the Business 
Victoria website. Business Recovery Advisors will 

business owners, tailored to their circumstances 

Small Business Financial Counselling service will 

be available on the Business Victoria website, 
business.vic.gov.au

Public land and waterway recovery
Funding of $16.1 million will support immediate 
repair works to public land and waterways, 

have had on the environment. This includes 
making roads and bridges safe so they can open 
as quickly as possible, land management works, 
as well as pest control and critical mitigation 
of immediate risks to threatened species and 
biodiversity. It also includes catchment and 
waterway restoration activities undertaken with 
Catchment Management Authorities, such as 
riparian fencing support for landholders, and 
immediate works to address water quality risks 
and remediate riparian areas.

Prolonged Power Outage 
Payments for businesses

Almost $1.4 million will ensure businesses 
are able to access Prolonged Power Outage 
Payments if they have been without power for 

Recognising the integral role small businesses 
play in communities and the impact of prolonged 
outages, payments of $3088 per week will be 
available for up to three weeks. As previously 
announced, eligible households can continue to 
apply for payments of $2380 per week for up to 
three weeks. Affected businesses can apply for 
a payment through their electricity distribution 
business. More information is available at energy.
vic.gov.au/about-energy/safety/power-outages

Recovery Water Tank Rebates

affected rural households that are not connected 
to mains water supply, with new program to help 
ensure access to safe drinking water. Eligible 
households will receive a rebate of up to $1500 
for cleaning and decontaminating rain water tanks, 

Residents who have already paid for cleaning are 
also eligible for reimbursement.

Mental health support
More than $6.9 million will deliver additional 
mental health and wellbeing support for those 

will expand the reach of existing Mental Health 
and Wellbeing Locals into areas affected by the 

support for adults. A list of Mental Health and 
Wellbeing Locals can be found at betterhealth.
vic.gov.au/mental-health-wellbeing-locals

The mental health and wellbeing of young 

due to trauma, loss, and disruption. A $2 million 
investment by the Victorian Government will 

health support.

How to help
The Victorian Emergency Relief and Recovery 
Foundation (VERRF) has launched the January 

vic.gov.au/202

Goods and services can also be donated 
through the charity GIVIT by visiting givit.org.au

AV donations to support 
fire-affected wildlife

AMBULANCE Victoria (AV) staff and 
volunteers have banded together over the last 

affected communities across Victoria, with 
recent efforts going towards supporting the 
recovery of injured wildlife.

AV has donated medical supplies that are no 
longer used for patient care, but are still safe 
and appropriate for animal treatment, to Nigel’s 
Animal Rescue to assist with caring for animals 

Working on the frontline, AV Regional 

wanted to do all she could to help those in need.

our state who have lost so much, and my heart 
goes out to all of them,” she said.

“After hearing about wildlife shelters and 
organisations who were overrun with animals in 
need, I thought it would be a great way to keep 

“Unfortunately, some of our medical supplies 
have a short shelf life for patients, despite being 
unopened and in perfect condition. 

“I made a call out to other AV staff and 
volunteers and was overwhelmed with 
everyone’s generosity; the camaraderie has 
been unbelievable.”

Similar donations have been made by AV’s 
regional branches such as Wodonga and 
Shepparton, with supplies going to local wildlife 
organisations in those areas.

Giving new life to products isn’t a new thing 

shoes and medical supplies being donated to 
various organisations in the past year.
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Please call the team

ALEXANDRA PHYSIOTHERAPY

PP
00

25

Empowering you towards better health
Over 25 years of clinical experience.

• Clinical Pilates
• Orthotics

• Back & Neck Pain
• Sports Injuries
• Joint & Muscle Injuries
• Rehabilitation post surgery or injury
• Consulting Rooms available for rental

5772 2649
54A Downey St, Alexandra

HICAPS: Health fund rebates claimed on the spot.
Veterans Affairs, TAC, WorkCover, Private,

Medicare (EPC referral from GP)

www.finalembracefunerals.com.auwww.finalembracefunerals.com.au

Goulburn Chapel - 82 Anzac Ave, SeymourGoulburn Chapel - 82 Anzac Ave, Seymour

24 / 7 phone: 5756 374024 / 7 phone: 5756 3740

No Service, Direct Cremation
in Victoria from $2,500

Simple Cremation
Funeral Packages from $5,500

Traditional Burial
Funeral Packages from $6,995

No Service, Direct Cremation
in Victoria from $2,500

Simple Cremation
Funeral Packages from $5,500

Traditional Burial
Funeral Packages from $6,995

(plus cemetery fees)(plus cemetery fees)

100% Locally family owned and operated
Proudly serving our community with

dignity, grace and respect.

SEYMOUR & WHITTLESEASEYMOUR & WHITTLESEA
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Gender balance 
in honours list a 

cause for concern
Statement from the Council of the Order 
of Australia
CONGRATULATIONS to the 680 
Australians recognised in the Order of 
Australia in the 2026 Australia Day 
Honours list, which we the Council of the 
Order of Australia, recommended to the 
Governor-General. This represents the 
highest number since Australia Day 2024.

The recipients come from all parts of the 
country and their service, achievements 
and impact are remarkable. All are 
deserving of recognition through our 
nation’s honours system for their service to 
the Australian community. It is particularly 

people being recognised with the highest 
meritorious award in the system, the 
Companion of the Order of Australia, and 
on this occasion an equal representation 
between women and men.

However, the gender balance of this 
year’s honours list more broadly is both a 
cause for concern and, the council hopes, 
a prompt for community action.

Honours in the Order of Australia 
are a result of nominations. Anyone 
can nominate a worthy Australian for 
recognition. In previous years the council 
has considered an even gender balance 
of nominations, however, over time, this 

nominations for men left to be considered. 
Many more nominations are still being 
received for men than women and the 
council must consider the nominations for 
Australians that are in the system.

There is no doubt there are as many 
outstanding women contributing to our 
communities as there are men, the fact 
an equal number of women and men have 
been appointed Companions of the Order 
in this list underlines that. The council 

across all nominations and, therefore, 
outcomes at all levels of award. We need 
Australians nominating outstanding 
women for recognition.

Nominating is simple. The form is online 
and help is available. Nominators need to 
provide information about the person they 
are nominating and three referees who can 
attest to the person’s service and impact.

We encourage all Australians to look 
around their community, their workplaces, 
and the whole of our society, identify the 
women, as well as the men, who make a 
difference and whose impact is profound 
and nominate them so they can be 
celebrated through the Order of Australia.

Support local heroes 
at the Murrindindi 

CFA Fundraiser Gala
AN unforgettable evening to support and 
show appreciation to the brave men and 
women of the local Murrindindi Shire 
CFA brigades will be held on Saturday, 
March 28, 2026, from 5.30pm at the 
Alexandra Football Netball Club.

Attendees will receive: Canapés on 
arrival; two main meal options to fuel 
the night; live entertainment all evening; 
raff les and silent auctions for extra 
fun and prizes; full bar and beverages 
available for purchase.

Tickets are just $60 per person, so 
grab yours now via the link below and 
secure your spot. Don’t miss this chance 
to enjoy a great night out while helping 

CFA members should reach out to 
Dindi Dance to receive a discount code 
to get into the event free, and people 
who donated will receive a 50 per cent 
off discount code.

Tickets are available at dindidance.
com.au/cfadinner

Over $200 million in 
bushfire insurance 
losses, ICA states

INSURED losses as a result of the devastating 

of Victoria since January 7 are estimated to 
have reached more than $200 million across 
3123 claims, the Insurance Council of 
Australia (ICA) said last Wednesday.

This claims count includes property, motor, 
commercial and business interruption claims, 
with an estimated 30 per cent of property 
claims estimated to be total losses.

Insurers are prioritising claims from 

are expected to continue to be lodged as 
access is restored and home and business 
owners return.

To date, insurers have had a presence in 
Castlemaine, Harcourt, Natimuk, Seymour, 
Skipton and Yea to support impacted 
policyholders through the claims and recovery 
process and will look to move into other areas 
once it is safe to do so.

For those who have damage and are yet to 
make a claim, the ICA has the following tips: 

insurance papers. Insurers have electronic 
records and need only your name, address 
and date of birth; if your home is unsafe, 
notify your local authorities and check with 

your insurer about whether you can claim 
temporary housing expenses; take photos 
or video of damage to your property and 
contents, including possessions, to support 
your claim; speak to your insurer before 
undertaking any clean-up activities. This 
includes before you attempt or authorise any 
building work, including emergency repairs, 
noting unauthorised work may not be covered 
by your policy.

ICA CEO Andrew Hall said: “While 
insurers are continuing their strong focus 
on Victoria, safety is the upmost priority. 

event and I encourage Victorians to follow 
the advice of emergency services.

“Being here on the ground, you can 
understand the true scale and impact of these 

“Insurers are working hard to support 
impacted customers and are already making 
plans to revisit Victoria for face-to-face 
consultations in coming weeks.

“For anyone who has damage and is yet 
to make a claim, I encourage them to get in 
touch with their insurer to commence the 
claims process, even if the full extent of the 
damage remains unknown.”

Council visiting fire-affected 
properties to assess damage

MURRINDINDI Shire Council is advising 

coming days and weeks to carry out detailed, 
on-site assessments of damage caused by the 

These assessments will provide a clearer 
and more accurate understanding of the 

and connect property owners and community 
members with the support and services they 
need. Impacted individuals will be able to 
use this information and guidance in any 
claims for insurance, government assistance, 
recovery work or rebuilding.

Properties with damaged or destroyed 
homes, buildings or infrastructure will be the 
highest priority as part of a phased approach 

Council’s assessment teams may include 
a Building Surveyor, Environmental Health 

and where possible, a call to the property 

owner or occupant will be made prior to 
attending on site.

If the owner has not been able to be 
contacted, a card will be left advising how 
to contact council to discuss the outcomes 
of the visit.

Teams include staff from Murrindindi 
Shire Council as well as officers from 
partner councils.

conduct these inspections, known as a 
Secondary Impact Assessment (SIA). An SIA 
is a more detailed inspection carried out after 
the initial rapid assessment conducted by 

While emergency services focus on 
immediate safety and access, the SIA 
looks more closely at structural integrity, 
environmental risks, essential service 
impacts, and broader health and safety 
considerations.

During a visit, the team can provide 
information and guidance on building safety 
and structural damage, wastewater and 
drinking water systems, hazardous materials 
(including asbestos, chemicals, fuel or gas), 

wellbeing support, and available recovery 
services and grants.

collect information to assist with recovery 
planning and support services.

Importantly, teams will only travel to areas 
where roads and properties are deemed safe 
to access by arborists and engineers.

Murrindindi Shire Mayor, Cr Damien 
Gallagher said the detailed assessments 
are an important step in supporting 

“Our community has shown remarkable 
strength through this challenging period. 
These detailed assessments will help ensure 
property owners have clear information about 
the impacts on their properties and can access 
the support they need. Council is committed to 
walking alongside our community throughout 
the recovery journey.

“I would like to remind our residents and 

people to visit their impacted properties. 



The Alexandra & Eildon Standard, Wednesday, February 4, 2026 5www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

Apply for the 
Prolonged 

Power Outage 
Payment

THE Victorian and Australian Governments 

AusNet will distribute the payment to 

day period per electricity account holder, up 

The overall time without power does not 

as long as the days without power add up to 

residential electricity account with a national 

that lost power due to the severe weather 

Apply online

ausnetservices.com.au/outages/claims/
prolonged-power-outage-payment/apply

To complete this application, you will need 

account holder, this will be the person 

seven cumulative days due to the severe 

your bill or electricity meter contact number 
and bank details to receive the payment 
which must match the electricity account 

Apply in person or over the phone

however, AusNet understand that not everyone 

Outage Payment over the phone by calling 

2pm where the AusNet team can help you 

The Prolonged Power Outage Payment 

ausnetservices.com.au/outages/claims

Deadline on EOIs for commercial 
developments at Lake Eildon extended

has extended the deadline on receiving 

“We know this has been a challenging 

and individual operators with the Victorian 

“The extension applies to all respondents 

existing land uses, the surrounding 
environment and the strategic objectives 

investors and commercial operators 

biodiversity, recreation, renewable 
energy, telecommunications, tourism and 

state, and local priorities, aiming to 
enhance natural assets and support 
sustainable development in partnership with 

organisational capability, business plan, 

legislation including cultural heritage and 

app.eprocure.
com.au/gmwater/home/public



The Alexandra & Eildon Standard, Wednesday, February 4, 20266

CFA funding according to the 
government and opposition

THERE has been much discussion in the 
media and beyond about the current state 
of CFA funding. Following are statements 
which have been released from Labor 
and the Liberal Nationals, as well as the 
Victorian Farmers Federation.

Labor
Minister For Emergency Services, Jaclyn 
Symes, provided the following statement 
on CFA funding. She stated, “The CFA is 
stronger, better funded and better resourced 
under a Labor Government.

“The CFA’s 2024-25 Annual Report 
makes it clear, in 2024-25 CFA funding 

“Grant funding to the CFA has increased 
by nearly $22 million and total income is 
up by more than $26 million. The CFA’s 
asset base also grew by about $106 million.

“That means more funding for volunteers, 
more equipment on the ground and more 
investment in the stations, trucks and tools 
Victorians rely on during emergencies.

are looking for clear information and 
support, the Liberals are spreading 
misinformation and conspiracy theories.

“Victorians deserve bet ter, not 
fear-monger ing that undermines 

our communities.
“Because for the Liberals, this is all 

about politics, not people. The leader of 
the opposition should apologise for her 
misinformation campaign.

“She should also withdraw from the 
Barnaby Joyce misinformation convention, 

which will claim climate change has 

are increasing in frequency and intensity.”

Liberal Nationals
Nationals leader Danny O’Brien said, “The 
belated release of the 2024-25 CFA Annual 

knew, Labor has cut funding to the CFA.
“Grant funding to the CFA is $55 

million less since 2020 after taking four 

Jacinta Allan and Minister for Emergency 
Services, Vicki Ward, have continuously 
misled Victorians over this overdue report 
and their mismanagement of the CFA.

cuts to the CFA in the 2021-22, 2022-23 and 

repeatedly claiming her government “has 
only ever increased funding to the CFA”. 
Incredibly, the government is now using 
the same line item (grant income) in the 
2024/25 report to claim a $22 million 
increase in funding. Victorians should be 
clear on the facts.

“The ‘funding increase’ is just $10 
million more than the CFA received in 

should have risen to $416 million. Funding 
was topped up by $20.3 million to cover 
costs of the Grampians and Little Desert 

and Estimates Committee hearings in 
November). The CFA is now running a 

IT consultants and contractors rose $16 

fell $8.3 million. Spending on volunteer 
compensation and insurance fell nearly 
$14 million.

currently seeking to hire a new spin-doctor 
for the CFA on a salary of up to $430,000 
a year.

“As a consequence of Labor’s waste and 
reckless spending, Victoria’s net debt is 
growing by $1.7 million an hour and is 
expected to reach a record $192.6 billion 
by 2028-29.”

Victorian Farmers Federation
The Victorian Farmers Federation (VFF) 

Hosking said the numbers tell a damning 
story that can no longer be ignored.

“The gap between funding and the 
demands on volunteers is continuing to 
widen. It’s at a point where we’re putting 
people in harm’s way,” Mr Hosking said.

VFF analysis shows that despite a 
nominal uplift in the past 12 months, the 
CFA’s real purchasing power has been 
gutted by nearly 14 per cent since 2020-
21. In 2024-25 alone, the CFA recorded 

years, bringing the cumulative funding 
shortfall to over $145 million.

Meanwhile, our volunteers responded to 
41,925 incidents last year, the busiest year 
since the Fire Services Reform. Activity 

funding has gone backwards.
“The maths simply doesn’t add up. You 

can’t do 36 per cent more work, while real 

funding is cut by 14 per cent. The only 
way that works is by pushing volunteers to 
breaking point and putting them in harm’s 
way,” Mr Hosking explained.

Mr Hosking said the government must 
learn from past failures and commit to 
genuine reform.

“We have already seen what happens 

services funding in a vacuum. The 
Emergency Services Volunteer Fund cash 
grab was a debacle that wasted time, eroded 
trust, and didn’t deliver for the volunteers 
who actually protect our communities.

“This shouldn’t be a political issue. 
We’ve always said we’re prepared to work 
constructively with the government on 
sustainable, long-term funding for the CFA.

“You’d think we could at least get back to 
2020-21 funding levels in real terms. That 
shouldn’t be controversial.

much. They give their time freely, they put 
their bodies on the line, and they ask only 
that they have the equipment, training and 
support they need to do the job. Right now, 
the funding is failing them.”

Mr Hosking noted the timing of the Annual 
Report’s release was particularly stark.

“We are in the middle of another 

are out there right now, protecting lives and 
property across regional Victoria.

“Regional Victorians are watching this 
issue closely, and they won’t accept the CFA 
being systematically starved of resources,” 
Mr Hosking said.
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Joshua Crute: The man behind The Captain’s Rebuild Shed
JOSHUA Crute is the man behind The 
Captain’s Rebuild Shed, a resourced created in 

free tools and other items to help people get 
back on their feet.

He’s only been living in Alexandra for two 
years, but is familiar with country life, having 
grown up in a small country town called The 
Rock, between Albury and Wagga Wagga. 
His father grew up on a farm in Horsham.

Joshua commented, “I learned from him 
at a very young age the care-for-community 
spirit. If you don’t do something to help your 
fellow neighbour, then you’re not a neighbour.

“I learned from my neighbour, Joy, who 
was across the road at The Rock. She is 
heavily involved in our local community 
back at the Rock. She’s been the secretary 
of the show society for 40 plus years. She’s 
a lifetime member of the Red Cross, Rotary, 
Lions, CWA, the list continues. She’s heavily 
involved in the community, and growing up 
around her, I learned that it doesn’t matter 
what you do, if you can do something, you 
should do it.”

Joshua’s background includes working in 
prisons, security and private investigations. 
He said, “I used to see the other side of the 
fence and I got sick of looking at the other 
side of the fence. I decided that it was time to 
live up to the people that had been training me 

I became an SES member here in Victoria. 
did all these little bits and pieces.

“Ten years ago I had a car accident and I’ve 
got a rebuilt neck, a spinal cord stimulator. 
There’s a lot of things that I’m not allowed 
to do anymore, one of them being physically 

truck with the men and women out there doing 
it today. But what I can do is organise. One 
thing I can do is donate time and do stuff 
that some people may not have the time to 
do because they work full time, or they do 
lots of stuff.

“I’m a comedian by trade these days, so I 
try and bring a little bit of humour to things. I 

Joshua Crute. -S

try and make someone’s day a little bit better 
any way I can,” he said.

As a comedian, he does gigs in Melbourne, 
and also does a lot of emceeing for local 
shows, including the Alexandra Show and 
Lilydale Show. He also goes back to The Rock 
to emcee at their show.

He has wife, Kim, and daughter, Ava, 
“Who’s just as equally as talented as their 
mother,” Joshua said. “We moved to the 
back into the country to teach her that the 
country way of living is all about community. 

dangerous it can become in the Australian 
country life, but equally she’s seen how the 
community has rallied around people. It went 
from ‘we don’t want to live here anymore’ to 
‘we can’t leave here now. We’re here now, this 
is our community.’

Both Joshua and Kim lived through Black 
Saturday. He said of Kim, “She’s used to 
being evacuated and stuff, and she swore 
she was never going to do it again. After she 

that was when she was like, ‘do we really 
want to do this?’ And now it’s like, ‘we 
can’t leave. We just can’t leave. This is our 
community. We fought for this community. 
This is ours now. Even though we’re only 
babies in the community.’

Joshua can be easily spotted in the street 
of Alexandra, with his nickname, ‘Captain’ 
written across the top of his car windscreen.

In terms of The Captain’s Shed, he said, 
“I just like helping someone. Out of all the 
stuff that’s in here today, if one person picks 

to help someone. If never get anything else 
out of here and I’ll still be happy.”

take a look. The shed is along the small 
path next to the Menzies pop up clothes 
shop, The Recovery Wardrobe, at 75 Grant 
Street, Alexandra.

He wanted to thank Julie from Alexandra 
Signs for creating the signs for the shed 
for free.

Joshua said, “At the moment we’ve got a 
whole bunch of hand tools. Different forms 
of screwdrivers, from electrical screwdrivers 
to woodworking, etcetera, multiple hand grip 
tools like spanners and monkey wrenches, 
G-clamps and saws.

“I’ve also got some toolboxes. I’ve got some 
power tools that are coming in, and there’s 
a lovely guy that’s going to let me use his 
electric tester so I can make sure all the tools 
are tested and tagged before they get out of the 
drawer. We’ve got multiple different forms of 
galvanised nails and fencing nails, straps and 
tapes and joiners and bolts and screws and 
you name it. Shovels. We’ve got crowbars, 
we’ve got pry bars, we’ve got camping gear, 
everything and anything.”

He’s also expecting some fencing items 
to come in soon, and would welcome more 
if people have some available. “Everything 
from pole diggers through to the poles and 
some fencing and cyclone fencing, chicken 
wire, standard wire, wire pullers, the whole 
kit and caboodle. That’s what we’re working 
on at the moment,” he said.

He hopes that a supplier or a fencer might 

sure it gets to the right people,” he said.
All donations are very welcome, and he 

come in if they need anything. Everything 
is free.

Joshua said, “I’ve got this old saying, it’s 
better to be looking at it than looking for it. I’ll 
take anything and anything to do with tools, 
gardening equipment, farming equipment. 
If you’ve got an old tractor that you want to 
roll in here, roll it in here and I’ll take it and 

He added, “I’m trying to get hold of a 
farmer. I met him at the doctor’s surgery the 

he said, I’m looking for a size 14 boot, help me 
out with that. I have a size 14 boot right there 

if you’re reading, come and get your boots.”
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An insight into the Alexandra Incident Control Centre

out warnings and we did have warnings and 

grass, and rounded hills and large boulders 

Dave Bowdern. -AR

and then you have what you know to be an 

Dave said, “On Thursday night, knowing 

through to Alexandra in that big run that 

He was then asked what else he would like 

He agreed with the saying that hindsight 
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Alexandra Newsagency 
changing hands after 16 years
AFTER 16 years, the Alexandra Newsagency 
and Lotto is changing hands, with owners 
Graeme and Jenny stepping back and handing 
the reigns to the capable ownership of Sam 
and Shiva.

“It certainly is [a big change], after 16 
years,” Graeme said, when asked about 
selling the business.

“I won’t interfere with the guys, they’re 
both clever people so they’ll do really well 
I think. They’re very keen to be part of the 
community. This is an exciting time for Shiva 
and Sam and I wish them all the best. And 
Shiva barracks for Collingwood, so I’m sure 

well.” Sam barracks for Richmond.
Asked about what their plans are moving 

forward, now that they don’t have to worry 
about clocking into the newsagency every 
morning, Graeme and Jenny were focussed 
on their grandchildren.

“Not quite sure, no real future plans at 

two more on the way, so we’ve got plenty of 
options,” Graeme said.

we love Alexandra. We might be able to 
put a bit back into the community, one way 
or another.”

Jenny added, “We’ve got two new 
grandbabies arriving, one in Bairnsdale, 
one out here. Giving my house a little bit of 
TLC. And not having to be somewhere on the 
dot. But we’ll still be around town, and we’ll 
never leave these guys in the lurch.

“We will miss our customers, we’ve been 
here for 16 and a half years. We’ve employed 
so many. We’ve got Blake working for us, 
and I remember serving his mum when he 
was in her belly, and now he’s working for 
us. Generations.”

Graeme and Jenny said that they will miss 
chatting with their customers the most.

“I think, look, everyone says it’s long hours 
and all that, but we don’t actually work that 
long of hours. I probably think the community, 
and talking to everyone all the time, and you 
know, I enjoy that,” Graeme said.

“Sunday mornings, I’ve only got a few 
jobs, can’t get them done because I’m talking 
to everyone, you know, about football, 
racehorses, whatever’s going on around the 

don’t know how it will feel, to be honest.”

chats. That’s what I’ll miss the most,” Jenny 

winning tattslotto tickets.”
Sam and Shiva both have backgrounds in 

retail, and are moving up from Melbourne to 
take on the Alexandra Newsagency and Lotto.

“I was in retail for the last 15 years, but 
I’ve never been in newsagencies or Tattslotto 
before. I was working with Coles supermarket, 
I was a cost manager in Richmond,” Sam said.

“Then I moved to a company called Euro 
Garages, it’s a petrol station. I started there 
as a store manager, then I became a business 
manager. I was running 14 sites. I live in 
Clyde North, and I used to run the west side.

“Now the family is growing, I’ve got two 
little boys now at home. One is a six year old, 
and the other one is a two month old baby. 
So we thought of settling down and buying a 
newsagency and a Tattslotto because a couple 
of my cousins are already into the business.

“And they said it’s good, it’s small, if you 
can grab a small family-owned business, 
then you’ll be good. So we were thinking of 
looking for the business and we got very good 
feedback about Alexandra.”

Shiva also described his background in 
retail and spoke about teaming up with his 
cousin Sam to operate the newsagency.

Euro Garages. I started as a team member, 
then I stepped up as a store manager, and then 
my cousin Sam, he looked at the business and 
I came along with him,” Shiva said.

“The community is good, I’m connecting 
with the people. I’m a bachelor, and that’s it, 
pretty much.

“I’ll be here seven days, for my initial days, 
then later we’ll look into how it works.”

Sam added, “The home and everything is 
sorted, so we’re going to move in next week 

probably, so once we settle in then he’s close 
by, so he can come and look at the accounts 
and everything.

“People are lovely here. We’re meeting all 
the new people, then we thought of settling 
down, so we rented a property here. Once 
we settle in probably we’ve got to move 
the family and I wish maybe the town will 
accept us.”

Talking about the future of the newsagency, 
Sam and Shiva stated that there won’t be any 

most important aspect for them right now 
is community.

“The staff are going to stay with us, so 
right now we don’t have anything in mind 
that we’re going to change, because it works 
both ways. We’ve got to support the people 
and the community, and the community is 
going to support us, so nothing is changing,” 
Sam said.

“You’re probably just going to see some 
young faces, a couple of young faces, but all 
the team will continue what they’re doing, 
unless sometime they want to move on. 
We have a lot of university kids and school 
kids working here and if they have a good 
opportunity and if they want to pursue a 

The new owners acknowledged that they 
are moving into Alexandra at a tumultuous 

“We came here probably two or three weeks 
before just to understand and settle down. 
Right now, we’re not travelling to Melbourne, 
we want to stay here, so we are staying in the 
Corner Hotel,” Sam said.

“We’ve found a place now, so in the 
evenings we’re just going for a walk, talking 
to the local businesses, buying some food 
and everything there, talking to them and 
understanding how the things work, because 
we want to settle down.

“A lot of people are advising us, asking 

happening.’ Things will get settled down. 
These types of things, they won’t come every 
time, but we have to face it.

“If you live in the community, you have to 
accept everything. We can’t offer much from 
our end because we haven’t moved in... People 
are donating everything, and we want to do 
as much as we can as well.

“Everything is lined up, we’re just opening 
all the accounts. We’ve got 25 accounts 
to open up. That will keep us busy,” he 
concluded.  

Graeme, Jenny, Sam and Shiva. -AR

LAST WEEK members from Lilydale CFA 
Fire Brigade delivered around three ton of 
animal food to Embling Rural in Alexandra 

After a brief stop at Buxton Fire Station, the 
Lilydale FCV towing a heavy duty trailer 
headed up to Alexandra followed by three 
Buxton members. 

A wide range of products for all sorts of 
domestic and working animals was unloaded 
onto pallets for distribution to the Alexandra 
Rodeo compound, Fawcett (Koriella) Hall, 
Yarck Hall, Terip Terip Fire Station, and 
Ruffy Fire Station. A range of products more 
suited to domestic pets will be sent over to 
the Murrindindi Community Food Share 
program. 

The Buxton Captain, in his role as one of 
the Volunteer Fire Brigades Victoria (VFBV) 
State Councillors for District 12, connected 
Lilydale’s Captain, Warren Davis, with Ayden 
Embling and mustered some troops to help 
unload at Alexandra. 

Lieutenant Maddison Davis and Lieutenant 
Todd Fenwick drove the donated animal 
food up, having loaded to trailer with other 
members, from Lilydale. They couldn’t get 
everything in the FCV and trailer, for fear 
of overloading the vehicle, and plans are in 
place for Buxton members to collect a further 
load next week. Lilydale kicked off the appeal 
for donated animal food last week and their 
station became the collaboration point with 
some people using Uber and couriers to drop 
off donation from wide and far. 

Ayden and Andrew Embling thanked 
the Lilydale team on behalf of the local 
community and will deliver the pallets to 

appreciative of the small cache of tools as 
he had already received requests for shovels 
and the like.

Ayden suggested that suitable feed from 
future loads should also be made available to 
local animal rescue groups such as Narbeview 
Wildlife Shelter Incorporated. The Lilydale CFA Fire Brigade donation. -S

Departing Buxton’s CFA shed to make the deliveries. -SThe Lilydale CFA vehicle with a trailer-load of donations outside Embling Rural. -S

Lilydale CFA delivers nearly three ton of animal food
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Koriella Fire Brigade saves Fawcett 
Hall during Longwood bushfires

IN the midst of the Longwood 
bushfire crisis, Koriella Fire 
Brigade Captain Scott Reeves was 
able to lead his team in a succesful 
effort to save the 143 year old 
Fawcett Hall, established in 1882. 
The hall is a vital part of community 
connectedness in the Fawcett and 
Koriella communities, as has 
provided a hub for recovery in the 

Scott explained, “We were there 
the day before, over at Gobur. We 
saved a house there as part of 
the strike team. Then the Friday 

fought it all day. We went out at 
seven in the morning, got turned 
out with a crew of four,” Scott said.

“It got nasty when it got to saving 
the highway and stopping it from 
crossing the highway from Yarck to 
here. We couldn’t save it, the wind 
was just shocking.

up, just out of water, and saw two 
strike teams sitting there. I just 
turned around to my crew, Pat, and 
said we’re going home, so to here 
[Fawcett]. As captain, I made that 
decision, because there’s plenty of 
people round there, they weren’t 
left in the short,” he said.

“We came back, then I got told 
to go back to Yarck. I said no, the 
township’s going to get done. ‘No, 
go back to Yarck.’ And this is when 
the CFA was starting to pull the 
pin. I just turned around, went to 
Yarck, and I said what do you want 
us for? They said ‘Oh, because 
we’re all going to Alexandra.’”

After going with the Alexandra 
group back to defend the township 
of Alexandra, Scott sought 

permission to return to Koriella 

before getting to Alexandra.
“We went into Alexandra and 

just told the ACFO and the group 

were good, they said ‘yep, no 
problems,’” he said.

“So it’s just our tanker, the 2000, 
old 33 year old tanker with four of 
us on it coming up the highway, 
trying to put it out, and by that 

line just over there. We went up the 
road trying to tell people. There’s 
four people still up in the street. 
Sirens on the highway.

“One guy came out, said ‘my 

I said mate, I’m not coming off 
the highway, it’s just me. If I get 
stuck across the creek, that’s the 
end of it. So I said sorry. I think 
he understood.

“We kept going up and down 
the road and by the time we came 

here, and I said, we need to save 
the community hall. We pulled up, 
we jumped in the back, stopped 
that, and it was going into Ian’s 
backyard, you can see the burnt 
bit there where we stopped that. As 
we’re coming out, the bridge is on 

busy,” Scott said.
“I got a bit of grief from a couple 

of people that are still running 
around today, that we didn’t stop 
his trees from burning. Pat said 

thing, the captain copped it all 
with stuff like this, so don’t worry 
about it.

“I had to send two of my younger 
crew home because they were 
really fatigued, been going the day 
before and on that day... So it’s just 
me and Pat, and we’re looking at 
each other and we went over to 
the station about 5pm and we were 
knacked from throwing the water. 
It was just, let’s have a break Pat. 
It’s a tiring one.

“Then I got over on the CB rail, 
UHF radio, Cinnamon, next door to 
me, saying ‘Scotty, your generator 

go, and I got there, just as it’s on 

Pat and Cinnamon at that stage 
put that out, it’s just gone. We had 
the insurance inspectors out there 
today, it’s gone.

“So we said, well, we can’t do 
any more, let’s go home. Then we 
came back and put the bridge out 
again. Three times we tried on 
that day to put that thing out, so 
by 9pm we were done. Pat and I 
just couldn’t do any more.”

There were plenty more days of 
action to follow, dealing with spot 

“The next day we kept going out, 

Managing the health and 
wellbeing of the brigade was, and 
is, another top priority.

“The crew’s going well. Just 

probably only two I haven’t seen.” 
Both have health issues. He added, 
“I had a couple of young guys I 
haven’t seen for 12 months come 

them yesterday, you good to go 
still? They said ‘yeah!’

“They offered other tankers 
to come and I said, look, I don’t 
think our community wants to see 
Bayswater North here. They don’t 
want to see Timbuktu here. They 
want to see the Koriella truck out 
there, knowing that our community 
is working together.

“It’s not about any of us, it’s 
not about me. I couldn’t have 
done anything if I didn’t have my 
crew. So thank you for everyone 
that’s saying thank you and all 
that sort of stuff, but it’s the whole 
brigade that’s put in the effort... I 
couldn’t have done it and I probably 
wouldn’t have done it if it was just 
me, because I’ve got my own stuff 
to do.”

Scott said that they were offered 
the help of a tanker so they could 
stand down, but Scott refused 
the offer.

“I said to ACFO we’re not coming 
out on Sunday, but we are available 
if you need us. I’m standing there, 
and he says ‘great idea, I wish the 
other groups would do that.’ And 
guess what happened on Monday? 
They were all doing stand-down 
days, like yeah, trendsetters.”

There is also an ultralight 
currently on loan to the Koriella 

Fire Brigade, to help with ongoing 
operations as a result of the 

“I’ll finish up on this, from 
that day and preceding days, I 
went back to CFA and said to the 
commander, I said, ‘mate, I’m not 
just asking, sorry, I’m going to tell 
you, I want an ultralight here.’ I’ve 
got one truck, that’s all I’ve got, and 
if that truck’s out, there’s nothing 
left. This community deserves that 
ultralight that I’ve been banging on 
about for how long?” Scott said.

“Two days later, well an 
ultralight’s in our shed. Not to keep, 

he said, ‘you’ve only got it for three 
days.’ I rang up Wallan, they’re 
fantastic, they said ‘nah, you need 
it more than us, you just hold on 

they’ve been great, everyone out 
there’s been great.”

Scott explained that things are 
starting to settle down from the 

“We’re all good, things are 
quieting down now. I’ve actually 
had a couple of nights where there 
was nothing. I’m rolling around, it’s 
too quiet,” he concluded.

Scott Reeves with a volunteer from Operation Veteran Assist. -AR

Two beautiful 
trees provide 

poignant images

glance at this area was two pieces of a beautiful tree holding hands and clutching to a last hope. 
-photos by Jo Robinson

might be able to print them as a reminder of our precious trees.”  
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VFF hay convoy 
arrives in Yea

ON the afternoon of Saturday, January 31, a 
convoy of approximately 50 hay trucks made 
its way into Yea, travelling from Seymour to 
the Yea Saleyards.

This convoy was part of the Victorian 
Farmers Federation (VFF) Emergency Fodder 
Support Program, delivering vital fodder to 

locations including Highlands, Yarck, Gobur, 
Ruffy and surrounding areas

They were waved and cheered along the 
route, showing the drivers and volunteers how 
much their efforts mean to the community.

They no sooner parked than they were 
matched up to a farmer, and drove straight 
back out of the gate to deliver the hay direct 
to farm. Each truckie was handed a slab 
of bottled water as they drove back out of 
the saleyards.

Any farmer would be overjoyed to see a load of 
hay like this drive onto their farm, courtesy of the 
VFF Emergency Fodder Support program. -S

Every truckie from the VFF hay convoy was 
given a slab of bottled water as they drove out of 
the gate of the Yea Saleyards. -S

The ‘Cute Ute Crew’ from the Hay Runners roll in

Rotary provides lunch 
for Hay Runners

ON Saturday, January 31, the Rotary Clubs of 
Yea and Kinglake Ranges joined forces to feed 
over 120 people at the Yea Recreation Reserve.

The group was part of Hay Runners 
Australia. They had started out at Silvan to 
collect at least 180 large bales, where they 
were fed an egg and bacon breakfast by the 
Lions Club of Croydon.

The convoy, mostly utes and four wheel 
drives, then moved onto Yea, where they 
were dispersed to Highlands, Yarck, and 
other places in the district to deliver their 
precious cargo of hay. Some had driven from 
Gippsland, Colac, Wallan as well as outer 

north eastern Melbourne suburbs to be part 
of the convey.

The lunch, which the members of the 
convoy enjoyed after making their precious 
deliveries, was a simple barbecue with some 
cake and biscuits. Everyone was very grateful. 
The two clubs between them served about 150 
hamburgers, 120 sausages, 10 kilograms of 
onions and lots of bread, salad, cookies and 
fruit cake.

It was wonderful to see such a great bunch 
of people willing to give up their Saturday to 
help so many in our community. Thank you 
to all those involved.

Darryl and Andy from Yea Rotary at the 
barbecue, ready to feed the Hay Runners. -S

A happy group of Hay Runners. -S

A large group of drivers from Hay Runners Australia. -S

The Hay Runners rolling through. -Dale 
McKeon, Plymouth Dale Photography

One of the ‘Cute Ute Crew’ from the 
Hay Runners. -Dale McKeon, Plymouth 
Dale Photography
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Crossword

ACROSS
2. Exclude from any 

further participation.
8. A wise and trusted 

guide and advisor.
9. A state of extreme 

confusion and disorder.
10. Not in good physical 

or mental health.
11. Something that is a 

source of danger.
14. Join the military.
17. Having a chaotic or 

restless character.
20. Established beyond a doubt.
23. An investigation 

seeking answers.
25. The mass of eggs in a 

female fish’s ovary. 
26. Cast a momentary 

look at something.
27. Separate and send off 

in different directions.
28. Bring something to an end.

DOWN
1. Far away in place or time. 
3. Able to move and 

bend with ease.
4. The quality of deserving 

praise or approval.
5. A titled peer of the realm.
6. An exceptionally large 

ocean wave.
7. Red pulpy fruit eaten 

as a vegetable.

12. Relation in degree between 
two similar things.

13. Come to an understanding 
on things.

15. A daughter of your 
brother or sister.

16. Place in a grave or tomb.

18. A plug for a bunghole 
in a cask.

19. A ship engaged in 
whale fishing.

21. The scene of any 
event or action.

22. Mental images occurring 
during sleep.

23. A common family car.

24. Anything of material 
value or usefulness.

BARBEQUE

BEACH

CHILDREN

FAMILY

HOLIDAYS

PICNIC

SUNSHINE

SWIMMING

TOTEMTENNIS

TREES

VOLLEYBALL

WEEKENDS

L X F T Q G P C Q L A X I T L
D V E T B S N I R K D W E O L
J N O U O B W E C D K X H T A
W B K I H T F Y V N W Y B E B
P K B A R B E Q U E I D P M Y
Z X W X S D F C Y A V C O T E
M S H Y B H H Y L Q Z C S E L
W M E G N I M M I W S A U N L
V V N E L S H U M Y K O N N O
P W O D R C S F A N J D S I V
U R R W A T H D F P Z J H S E
V E S E C H I V E Q U H I H S
N U B O Y L I F P S R H N F U
K W C A O F R D Y Y I T E W H
T V F H P Y W E E K E N D S U

Outdoors

Word Search
Outdoors

Sudoku

Math Square

Difficulty: Medium

Fill in the boxes using the numbers 1 to 9. 
Every row and column and every group 
of 9 boxes inside the thicker lines must 

contain each number and letter only once.

Fill in the missing numbers.
The missing values are the whole 

numbers between 1 and 9.
Each number is only used once.

Each row is a math equation.
Each column is a math equation.

Remember that multiplication and division are 
performed before addition and subtraction.

Cryptogram

A B C D E F G H I

25 19

J K L M N O P Q R

S T U V W X Y Z

23 22

10 17

A
25 26 8

T
22 15

3

A
25 7 8 26 15

A
25 11 1

T
22 8 7

E
19 6 8

T
22 20

3 12 8

E
19 11 1

S
23

Word Search - Words starting with “A”

Colouring Page

Jokes

ABLE

ABOUT

ABOVE

ACTOR

ACTRESS

AGAIN

ALLIGATOR

ALLOWED

ALPHABET

ANGRY

ANIMAL

ANSWER

APPLE

ARROW

 A R S U Q A A Q A C E W H P N

 R N G E A R N I J L R O T C A

 S W I B K R S Y B X Q B K S B

 U S O M E O W A L P H A B E T

 O V E X A W E Z N X L T W B Y

 E I Q R H L R S E G E R A S A

 V H L T T W N O L T R K W F W

 X K G O E C D S L U I Y U X D

 Q J H D N S A T B O H V Q L E

 A L L I G A T O R B L L I H W

 T A E J I N Y D C A F I K O O

 T Z U L I E N T C K O S O J L

 V O U A P W Y D G J Q N D K L

 I Q G P A P K B M P V L N E A

 W A C Z V U A U X Q O V Q K D

Math Square
Fill in the  
missing numbers.

The missing values are 
the whole numbers 
between 1 and 9. 

Each number is 
only used once.

Each row is a 
math equation.

Each column is a 
math equation.

Remember that 
multiplication and division 
are performed before 
addition and subtraction.

Q: What do you get if 
you cross a dinosaur 
with a pig?

A:  Jurassic pork

Q: Why can’t a 
leopard hide?

A: Because he is 
always spotted.

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

SOLUTIONS 
Page 15
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ANIMAL SERVICES

Taggerty
Vet Clinic
Dr Rebecca Parth

BVSc
0403 012 996

Consultations strictly
by appointment

All Animals 
Large & Small

Christopher Edwards
0405 554 915

info@chris-tv.com.au
Sec Reg: 997-462-60s

• TV & FM radio antennas 
• Extra TV wall points
• Surround sound systems
• Data points & mesh WIFI

• Starlink, VAST & Foxtel installs 
• TV brackets & wall mount TVs
• Home theatre
• CCTV security systems

Fully InsuredFully Registered

ANTENNAS

At Alexandra Service Centre we 
er a wide ran e  ervice

• Log book servicing
• General servicing
• Fleet car servicing
• Mechanical repairs
• RACV Roadside Assist
• Towing
• RACV re rchase nspec ons
• Roadworthys
• Trailer servicing
• Car ba eries
• Auto electrical repairs 
• Air condi oning

We now have several courtesy cars 
available when booking a service or repairs

C e in and ee t e tea  at
A e ter Street  Alexandra

ne   

AUTOMOTIVE

RUBBISH REMOVAL

CALL SIMON GOODMAN

0409 997 632

DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL

SKIP BINS
22 BON ST, ALEXANDRA

Alexandra
Builders Waste
Household Waste

6m Walk In Bins
3m Bins

LW
C

01
93

BIN HIRE

*BAS  *IAS  *Superannuation  
*Accounts Receivable

  *Accounts Payable *Payroll

TURNOVER 
BOOKKEEPING

Ph Trevor Turner 
0419 575 176

BOOKKEEPING

Alexandra
BRICKLAYING

CONCRETE & PAVING
No job too big or too small

Free quotes
Call Jarrod, James and Corey

0409 190 502
EM

C
00

32

BRICKLAYING

NEW HOMES EXTENSIONS
RENOVATIONS  DECKS 

 SWIMMING POOLS

SCOTT HILL
Registered Builder

0439 730 824

RBP - DBU 47736   HIA 1169777

info@hbiconstructions.com.au
hbiconstructions.com.au

BUILDERS & CARPENTERS

Stain removal 
Urine treatment 
Upholstery cleaning
Carpet steam cleaning 
Tile and grout cleaning 

Ph 0427 322 124 
admin@gvrestorations.com.au  

CARPET CLEANING

CONVEYANCING

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

• Domestic / Commercial
• Undergrounds 

• Cable Locations • Trenching
• Solar Installations & Batteries

Ph 0418 543 310
info@e-tec.net.au

www.etecelectrical.com.au Rec No 12906MM00042

ELECTRICIANS

0439 842 030

- COMMERCIAL

- SPLIT SYTEMS

- NEW INSTALLATIONS

- MAINTENANCE

- INDUSTRIAL

- UNDERGROUNDS

- NEW HOMES

- BREAKDOWNS

ELECTRICIANS

EM
C

00
92

EXCAVATION & EARTHMOVING

EMC0082

Phone 5773 4242 Mobile 0428 577 951

• ROADWORKS
• DAM WORK
• HORSE ARENAS
• GRAVEL SUPPLIES
• HOUSE & SHED SITES

Burchall Earthmoving

Phone Shane 
0418 589 240

Owner operator with local knowledge
MM00128

Buxton Excavation
& Gravel Supplies

House and shed site cuts                         
rivewa  and road construc on 

Drainage and erosion works
Da  construc on and clean outs

egeta on ulching
Ha ardous tree re oval 

ravel ock Soil Sand su lies                        
20 Ton excavators                                                       
5 Ton excavator                                                        

uad axle oat                                                   
Ti  truck and trailer                                           

Darren 0447 198 740 
Barney 0488 016 820

EXCAVATION & EARTHMOVING

---- FOR HIRE ----
   D6T dozer                    D5M dozer
   Cat 12 h/grader           Tipper 
   16T excavator              Water cart
                    Hay and Silage
Ernie Hadfield (20 years experience) 

0429 931 127

EXCAVATOR HIRE

Servicing the Murrindindi Shire
for 35 years

on site 24 hour service
Automotive glass 
Household needs 
Shower screens 

Shop fronts 

Ph Steve Heard
YOUR LOCAL GLAZIER

0427 577 839

ALEXANDRA 
WINDSCREENS

& GLASS

GLAZIERS

LEGAL SERVICES

1560 Goulburn Valley Highway, Alexandra

EM
C

01
39

Louise Brennan

Mobile 0418 414 875
Phone 5773 2298 Fax 5773 2294

MECHANICAL REPAIRS

Alexandra Motorcycles

VACC MEMBER
65 Downey Street (near secondary college)

PH 5772 1045

• Road, Enduro, Quad, Side by Side repairs

EM
C

44
59
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CROSSWORD

CRYPTOGRAM

QUALITY TIME WITH 
FAMILY AND FRIENDS

N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
11 9 18 10 12 23 22 17 14 6 16 15 13

A B C D E F G H I J K L M
25 24 4 1 19 3 5 20 8 2 21 26 7

K
M

C
00

09

MECHANICAL REPAIRS

Sales, Service 
and Parts

03 5775 2711

MOWERS

PAINTERS

ANDREW WOOD
0488 559 091

DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL, GAS FITTING, HOT WATER SERVICES, 
SEWER, SEPTIC, HEATING & EMERGENCY SERVICE

PLUMBERS

0357721205 | www.simpsonsfuel.com.au

Supplying bulk fuels to your farm or business.

Lubricant specialists, catering for all your needs
with Mobil and Prolube lubricants,

greases and solvents.

24
HRS

Ampol Alexandra

Ampol Eildon

Mansfield Diesel Stop
24

HRS

SERVICE STATIONS

Advanced 
TREE CARE

Servicing N.E. Victoria

Tree Removal Chipping Qualified 
Climbers & Arborists Fully Insured

Falling Mulching Stump Removal 
Tower Hire  Free Quotes

0449 810 683
(03) 5778 7479

Please call 
Michael on

TREE SERVICES

• Commercial and residential block clearing

• Deadwood and weight reduction

• 24-hour emergency call outs

• Tree and stump removal

• Pruning and shaping

• 3.6 Tonne excavator

• Insurance works

• Storm damage

oval

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

Andrew Bates: 0488 990 393
Kate Hill: 0407 555 440

FULLY
INSURED

TREE & STUMP REMOVALS
Servicing Murrindindi and Mansfield Shires

5778 9603     JASON     0413 671 066

0491 795 157
Delivering drinking water to

Alexandra & surrounding areas

NEEDWATER?
Delivering drinkinn

Alexandra & surrouu

WATER CARTAGE

SUDOKUMATH SQUARES KIDS - MATH SQUARES

Rates arrangements following 
January Bushfires

MURRINDINDI Shire Council recognises that 
for affected community members who 
have lost homes, sheds, stock, livelihoods 
or irreplaceable personal belongings, the 
path ahead may feel overwhelming, and 
that council rates will be the last thing 
on their mind right now.  

Council said they are committed to 

renters as they begin the process of recovery 
and rebuilding. To provide clarity and reduce 

the following rates arrangements for the 

Tailored arrangements will apply for 

For properties where a home or 
major outbuildings were destroyed 

All impacted properties will have detailed 

the extent of damage. The information from 
the assessment will then be used to help 
inform a revaluation of the property. This 
is expected to take several months 
to complete. An adjusted (supplementary) 

change in property value from January 8 to 
June 30. No rates payment is required from 
affected ratepayers until after they receive the 
revised supplementary notice.

that did not sustain property loss
The due date for full rates payment or 
the third instalment for people paying by 

instalment will be extended to March 31.

footprint, there will be no change to the 
standard due dates. Full payment remains due 
on February 15. The third instalment for 
those paying in instalments remains due on 
February 28.

alternative arrangements

who are having difficulty meeting their 
payment timeframes are encouraged to 
contact council to discuss alternative payment 
arrangements.  

Murrindindi Shire Mayor, Cr Damien 

both compassion for those who have 
suffered devastating loss and the need 
to maintain stable services for the broader 
municipality.

“For those who have lost everything, rates 
simply cannot be your priority, nor should they 
be. Our focus is on your safety, your wellbeing 
and supporting you through the process 
of rebuilding.

“At the same time, we need to keep the 
rest of the shire moving. Maintaining normal 
payment timeframes for properties outside the 

delivering the essential services our whole 
community relies on.  

“We thank our community for their 
understanding as we support those most 

Victorian Honour 
Roll of Women

THE Victorian Government is recognising 
women who have made outstanding and 
lasting contributions to Victoria through the 
Victorian Honour Roll of Women.

recently opened nominations for the 2026 
Victorian Honour Roll of Women, calling 
on Victorians to nominate someone 
inspirational to join the Roll.

Victorians are encouraged to nominate 
women from all walks of life, cultural 
backgrounds and age groups for the 

and Trailblazer.
The Honour Roll celebrates their 

justice, health, science, research, arts, 
environment, law, media and education.

powerful leader and advocate for women 

become a Professor of Oncology in Victoria. 
She has dedicated her career to advancing 
breast cancer research and improving 
women’s health.

Family violence awareness advocates 
were also well represented including 
internationally recognised academic and 
Chair of Respect Victoria Professor Kate 

an inspiring family violence survivor who 

creating positive change for others.
By celebrating women’s achievements 

and recognising their contributions, the 
Victorian Government is proud to play a 
vital role in increasing the representation 
of women by promoting them as key role 
models and leaders to build a more gender 
equal society and inspire the next generation.

The late Hon Joan Kirner AC, Victoria’s 

Roll to formally acknowledge women for 
their achievements and to encourage others 
to follow in their footsteps.

More than 770 women have been inducted 
since the Honour Roll of Women began 
in 2001.

said, “Women right across Victoria are 
changing lives every day, whether it is in 
the research lab, in the legal system or 

this a chance to highlight incredible women 

“If you know a history heroine, emerging 
leader, local champion, trailblazer or change 
agent who deserves to be recognised 
among these remarkable women, nominate 

Nominations are now open and close on 

nominate yourself or someone you know, 
visit vic.gov.au/honour-roll-women
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GOSS, Elizabeth. 
She was the past 

Secretary for 
Taggerty CFA. 

Condolences to 
her family from 
Taggerty CFA.

DEATH NOTICES

GOSS, Elizabeth -
I lost a friend. Elizabeth 
Goss passed away. It 
was her time and she 
was, more than, at peace 
with it but I’m bereft. 
I’m new to Alex, and her 
intelligence, conversation 
and community was very 
much appreciated. We 
didn’t agree on some 
things but it was amicable 
and we could speak our 
mind with each other. 
Of course, I didn’t know 
her well but her ability 
to tell a great story, of 
her childhood, her loves, 
her passions was like 
being there. I’ll miss her 
very much. I’m so sad 
she’s gone. Kindness and 
compassion to her family, 
Gossy, Sandice, Marion 
and all the little ones.
Valerie Pallaoro

Rental and Sales
Alexandra

Treadmills, X- trainers, 
exercise bikes, rowers

and more.
PH:0407 231 377

FOR HIRE

ATV KAWASAKI 
MULE. 4010 Diesel 
Turbo 900cc. 4WD

H/L auto. Elec 
winch. Dual battery 
(new), hyd tipper, 
driving lights and 

spot light, gun 
holders x 2. UHF 

radio, low hrs(1143). 
$15,000 or 

Located in Euroa. 
Ph 0477 991 411

FOR SALE

OATEN Hay; 8x4x3 
bales - $200 plus freight.
Ryegrass Hay; 8x4x3 
bales - $150 plus freight.
Feed tests available.
Vetch hay available too.
Phone or text 
Mont 0428 861 159 
for delivered price.

ALEXANDRA 
PASTORAL AND 
AGRICULTURAL 
ASSOCIATION.
AGM on Tuesday,
February 10, 2026 at 
7pm in the show office
at 17-21 William Street, 
Alexandra.
All welcome to attend.
Further information can 
be obtained from the
secretary at 
pna.alexandra@gmail.com.

MEETINGS

ISA BROWN LAYERS
- POL, $35 each. Phone
5798 1868. Pick-up in
Alexandra or Yea. 
beckysfreerange@gmail.com

PETS & 
LIVESTOCK

ALEXANDRA, 
mowing round for sale.
Over 30 years of servicing 
our local area.
Enjoy the benefits of 
being your own boss.
Trailer and equipment 
included to get you started.
Training available.
Call Luke, 0418 522 842.

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Call 5772 1002 now to book your ad today!

Fax: 5772 1603 or Email: reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

Classi ed in or a on
C  H S  onday  riday 9a   5

h  5772 1002  rece on alexandranews a ers co au

Deadline  oon onday 
roo s

ine ads proofs not supplied.
Dis lay will only be supplied 
if requested.

ay ent
Payment is required at the 

me of placing a classi ed 
adver sement. Cash or credit card 
facili es available. Master Card 
or Visa no AM . on payment 
prior to deadline may result in 
adver sement not appearing.

Death no ces
Cannot be published without 
con rma on from a direct family 
member or funeral director.

ehicles Deals on heels
Registra on number or V  number 
must be included in adver sement. 
Deals on Wheels will run for 

 weeks unless cancelled.

Bargains under 100
ither one item to the value of 

 or several items not totalling 
more than $100.

Ani als
t is an o ence to adver se the 

sale of a dog or cat or to give away 
free unless the ource number 
and microchip iden ca on 
number of each animal generated 
by the Pet change Register is 
included in the adver sement. 

e unds or credits
Check your adver sement on its 

rst appearance. 
Although every care is taken to 
ensure your adver sement is 
correct errors can occur. o fy us 
immediately if there are errors in 
your adver sement. 
Refunds or credits will not be issued 
if your adver sement has appeared 
more than once and you have not 
no ed us. Credits or refunds will 
not be given if adver sements 
appear out of order.

Condi ons o  adver sing
Alexandra Newspapers Pty Ltd
has the right to refuse any 
adver sement. 
Alexandra Newspapers Pty Ltd
gives no guarantee for posi oning 
of adver sements. 

Co y right
Material published in this edi on 
is sub ect to copyright provisions 
and cannot be used without 
the company s permission. 
Ale andra ewspapers Pty Ltd 
accepts no responsibility for the 
unauthorised republica on of 
such material.

T AD S AD T S  
D AD   
TH SDA

The Alexandra Standard and The Yea Chronicle are printed by orth ast 
Media  Wangara a. Print Post Approved  PP 100000 .

Take the sting 
out of mosquito 
bites this season

VICTORIANS are being urged to protect themselves from mosquito bites 
and stay safe in the heat to keep themselves and their families well while 
enjoying the long weekend.

Ross River virus has been detected in mosquitoes in traps around Geelong 
and Gippsland in recent weeks. Previously, Japanese encephalitis was detected 
in a mosquito trap in the Horsham area in early December.

The Victorian Arbovirus Disease Control Program found these results 
through routine monitoring that helps inform the risk of mosquito-borne 
diseases and helps to keep the public safe. Based on recent results, it’s 
likely mosquitoes in other coastal areas of Victoria are also carrying Ross 
River virus.

mosquito bites.
“We’ve seen an increase in mosquito activity along coastal areas in recent 

weeks and with detections of Ross River Virus in multiple locations, we’re 
reminding Victorians to do what they can to avoid being bitten,” she said.

outdoors at dawn and dusk when mosquitoes are most active can greatly 
reduce the risk of mosquito-borne disease.”

Travellers are advised to pack repellent containing picaridin or DEET 
before leaving home, ensure accommodation, caravans and tents have intact 
mosquito screens, use mosquito coils, and camp away from rivers and lakes, 
where mosquitoes breed.

Symptoms of Ross River virus may include fever, joint pain and swelling, 
muscle aches, fatigue or rash. Symptoms may not be present in all case but 
can last for weeks or months.

Anyone who develops symptoms consistent with Ross River virus infection 
should seek advice from their GP.

mosquito-borne disease is available on the Better Health Channel.

Gerry 
Ryan AO

JAYCO owner, Gerard (Gerry) 

(AO) in the General Division in 
the recent Australia Day awards, 
for distinguished service to sports 
governance, to the tourism and 
hospitality industry, to business, 
and to the community through 
philanthropic contributions.

Gerry is well known for his 
philanthropic activities, including 
most recently providing support 

Health Van.
He is also heavily involved in 

cycling, including being president 
of AusCycling in 2023 and Cycling 
Australia from 2013 to 2014. He’s 
the team owner and chair of the 
GreenEDGE cycling team.

He’s also a board member 

Storm, and is highly supportive 
of women’s basketball.

Cup Foundation since 2020 and 
breed racehorses. His horses won 

and 2020.
Gerry is also chair of a Global 

Creatures, Creature Technology 
Company and Gumbuya World.

He was deputy chair of Visit 
Victoria from 2020 to 2023, and 
is owner of Hubert Estate, and 

and Nagambie Lakes Leisure Park.
He philanthropically supports 

Research Centre, The Royal 
Children’s Hospital Foundation, 
Starlight Children’s Foundation, 

Charity, The Alma Doepel, SIEF 

Baker Heart and Diabetes Institute, 

and Australian Sports Foundation.
He is also the founder and chair 

of Jayco Australia.

Catastrophic fires 
highlight coordinated fire 
management Is essential

the state must embrace a coordinated, 
science-based approach to fire 
management in the wake of the state’s 

saw more than 400,000 hectares of 
forest and agricultural land burnt, 
destroying hundreds of structures, and 

conditions. Timber Towns represents 
eleven municipal councils across the 
state’s north, east and west.

Timber Towns President Cr Karen 

what forest scientists have long 
understood, that prescribed burning 

must play a central role in reducing 
landscape-scale risk.

“A coordinated proactive fire 
management approach, guided by 
scientific evidence, needs to be 
prioritised as a key method of reducing 

this intensity,” Cr Stephens said.
At the height of the emergency, 

simultaneously, with data from 
emergency authorities showing 
more than 100 separate burnt areas 
since January 5. The Longwood and 

100,000 hectares, while many smaller 
ignitions were contained quickly.

Cr Stephens points to Forestry 

Position Statement, released in 

is an inherent part of the Australian 
landscape and cannot be eliminated 
without consequences.

“It stresses that effective fire 
management must be grounded in 
decades of research, Traditional 
Owner knowledge, and coordinated 
action across all land tenures, public 
and private,” she said.

The statement, prepared by a 
number of Australia’s top forestry 

professionals and scientists, argues 
that prevention, and not just emergency 
response, must be prioritised, with 
year-round vegetation management, 
risk-appropriate land-use planning, 
and the strategic use of prescribed 
burning, cultural burning and 
mechanical fuel reduction forming 
the backbone of resilient landscapes. 
In addition, it also highlights the 
importance of rapid detection, with 
shorter detection-to-response times 

of containing new ignitions.
These principles have been thrown 

into sharp relief as the scale of the 
current disaster becomes clearer. The 

of pine plantations, delivering the 

losses in years and placing pressure 
on regional communities, agriculture 
and the forestry supply chain.

According to the Victorian 
Forest Products Associat ion 
(VFPA), plantation losses have 
been substantial.

damaged “critical parts of Victoria’s 
housing supply chain”, noting that 
softwood plantations underpin the 
manufacture of paper, packaging, 
framing, trusses and other essential 
building products.

“Our plantation sector is resilient 
and well-established, and industry 
is working closely across the supply 
chain to manage the impacts of the 

He nonetheless commended the 
extraordinary efforts of emergency 
services, particularly Forest Fire 

Forest Industry Brigades, which he 
described as “an integral part of 

bringing local knowledge, specialised 
equipment and experience in 

Cr Stephens highlighted the 
dedication of the emergency 
response services.

“We acknowledge and commend 

and all the emergency services 
personnel who have worked tirelessly 
to protect lives, landscapes and 
livelihoods.” Cr Stephens said.

Timber Towns Victoria highlights 
the importance of the forestry sector 
which underpins local jobs, regional 
economies and essential building and 

“Now is the time for the Victorian 
Government to act in prioritising 
proact ive f i re management, 
strengthen support for the forestry 
sector and commit to reforms that 
reduce risk, build resilience, and 
ensure communities are better 
protected in the future.

point. We call on government to 
listen, learn and lead.”
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Man Walk 
visits Yarck for 
special outing

THE Alexandra Man Walk made their way 
out to Yarck on Friday, January 30, to meet 
up with and support the men of this heavily 

Many of the blokes from Alexandra 
travelled out to Yarck on the Murrindindi 
Shire Council community bus, where they 
met other walkers from the surrounding area 

making their way past the Giddy Goat Café 
and up into the back streets of Yarck, where 

The men chatted and mingled as they 
walked up the slope to a spot where they 
could see across the valley to the orchards 

their breath before heading back down the 

Upon their return to the Yarck Hall, they 
gathered inside to enjoy a morning tea of 
scones and peaches and tea and coffee, and 

Mental health is important at the best of 
times, but it is especially important during 

so good to see men gathering to get some 
exercise and have a chat with other blokes 

For details regarding the Man Walk, which 
takes place every Friday at 7am in Alexandra, 

The attendees of last Friday’s Man Walk in Yarck. -BD

The sun was just above the hilltops when the walkers set out from the Yarck Hall. -BD

affected properties in Yarck. -BD
Attendees paused halfway through their walk to have a chat and catch 
their breath while looking across the valley at blackened hills. -BD

Making their way back down the hill, it was hot on the return trip. -BDThe act of walking didn’t stop the men from chatting. -BD

Black roadside and black hills beyond, but the men were standing strong. -BD

Greenery is a rare but welcome sight in the territory where the 
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Prepare fire-damaged 
properties ahead of storms

affected landholders, especially those in 
hilly and mountainous areas should prepare 

landslides in the event of a thunderstorm.

erosion and sediment is inevitable in these 
terrains, which can affect a range of farm 
assets including tracks, fences, stream 
crossings, dams, water supplies, buildings 
and livestock.

The combination of bare ground, 
water repellent soils, steep slopes and 
high intensity rainfall can result in the 
movement of large quantities of ash, sand, 
gravel and woody debris.

Woody debris can block dam spillways 

away tracks and fences while sediment can 

landscapes, so landholders should consider 
implementing measures to protect their 
farm assets and water supply.

Constructing sediment traps and 
levee banks can help protect farm assets 

sediment from being swept into farm dams 
or streams.

Sediment traps can be installed using 
wire netting, straw bales, or silt fencing 
material and should be set up as soon as 

ahead of potential thunderstorms.
Proper design and placement are 

essential for successful results.
Small levee banks can sometimes help 

banks can be made from earth, sandbags, 
weed free straw bales or corrugated iron 
sheets and should be well compacted, 
watertight and have plenty of fall so they 
don’t become blocked with sediment.

Straw bales and corrugated iron need 
to be trenched into the ground, tightly 

butted together and be well supported 
with steel posts.

A string of closely spaced steel posts in 
the drainage line above culverts and stream 
crossings can also be used to trap debris 
and reduce potential damage.

Wherever possible, livestock should 

prone areas.
Landholders should also divert their 

down pipes and cover tank inlets to 
protect drinking water supplies from 
roofs contaminated with ash, soil, manure, 

For more information and a video on 
how to build a sediment fence to protect 
your dam visit 

For more information on land and 

 or call Agriculture 
Victoria’s Customer Service Centre on 
136 186.

Checklist to prepare employers for 
changed super payments this year

released a new checklist, giving employers a 
clear roadmap to prepare for Payday Super.

Deputy Commissioner Emma Rosenzweig 
urged employers to make it their new year’s 
resolution to get ready for Payday Super.

The new year brings a big change to the 
super system, with Payday Super taking 
effect from July 1.

“Put simply, Payday Super is about 
employers paying super each payday, 
and it’s important to get it right,” Ms 
Rosenzweig said.

“We’ve released a Payday Super checklist, 
a simple guide for employers to understand 
what to do, when to do it and how to stay 

compliant, to support a smooth transition 
come July 1.”

These resources will help employers to: 
Understand the new requirements; plan their 
transition; prepare their business; switch to 
paying super each payday.

If you use the ATO’s Small Business 

to pay your employee’s super, this service 
is closing on July 1, 2026.

Most employers who currently use 
the SBSCH already have super payment 
functionality in their current payroll 
software, and the ATO have released a 
separate checklist on how to transition from 
the SBSCH.

“Payday Super is a once in a generation 
change, and we’re making sure employers 
have all the resources they need to get ready,” 
Ms Rosenzweig said.

“Don’t wait until the last minute to prepare. 
Many employers already pay super more 
often than quarterly, and there is nothing 
stopping you preparing now to be able to 
pay super contributions more frequently 
from July 1, 2026.”

Explore the full range of Payday Super 
resources at 

Keep up to date with the progress of 
Payday Super at 

Regional Victorians hardest hit by melanoma diagnoses
PEOPLE living in regional Victoria are more 
likely to be diagnosed with and die from 
melanoma than people living in our state’s 

highlighted today by SunSmart.
The latest report by the Victorian Cancer 

diagnosed with melanoma, the deadliest form 
of skin cancer, in 2024.

occurred in regional Victoria, where people 

with melanoma compared to people living in 
major cities.

Notably, the data also shows people in regional 

melanoma than their counterparts living in 

Director of the VCR, Professor Sue Evans, 

comes to melanoma diagnoses and outcomes.
“From towns along the Victorian coastline 

regional areas are known for their beautiful 
outdoors and unique outdoor lifestyle. But 
data we’re spotlighting today shows these 
communities are also harder hit when it comes 
to melanoma.

“Regional Victorians are more likely to be 
diagnosed with melanoma than those living in 
major cities and face poorer survival outcomes 
too. This gap raises serious equity concerns.”

While melanoma is the most dangerous skin 

cancers across Victoria reveals the scale of the 
public health challenge.

Medicare records show that in Victoria 
there’s been an increase in treatments for 

carcinoma and squamous cell carcinoma. An 

Head of SunSmart Victoria, Emma 

cancers are caused by overexposure to the 
sun’s UV radiation, but the good news is skin 
cancer is largely preventable with the use of 
sun protection.

“While the exact causes are still being 
understood, it’s possible the higher melanoma 
burden in regional communities is partially due 
to greater UV exposure from outdoor work and 
lifestyle, as well as barriers to early detection.

“But we must remember skin cancer isn’t 
inevitable; it’s one of the most preventable 
cancers. This data’s a powerful reminder that 
Victoria cannot afford to skimp on prevention 
programs and campaigns that help save lives, 
ease the burden on our health system and reduce 
health inequities,” she said.

To prevent skin damage and lower your skin 
cancer risk, Ms Glassenbury suggests making 
a habit of checking the UV levels daily so you 
don’t get caught off guard.

“Victorian summer means extreme UV levels 
on most days. That’s why we encourage these 

whenever the UV is three or above, slip on 
covering clothing, slop on sunscreen, slap on a 
hat, seek shade and slide on sunglasses.”

Visit  to learn more or 
download the free SunSmart Global UV App 
for sun protection times in your location.

Highways  
re-open but many 

smaller roads 
remain closed

Goulburn Valley Highway and Maroondah 
Highway to all motorists on Thursday, January 

large amount of work had been done in the 
past three weeks, clearning dangerous trees 
and checking road conditions.

Murrindindi Shire Council has urged 
residents and organisations providing relief 
and recovery services to take extreme 

affected areas, with road conditions 
remaining hazardous.

of local roads remain legally closed and are 
accessible only to authorised emergency 
and response services. These closures apply 
to all members of the public, including 
residents, property owners and visitors, due 

“Residents seeking to return to damaged or 
destroyed properties should not enter closed 
roads unless formally authorised, as these 
roads have not been deemed safe for travel, 
and access is not permitted under current 
emergency restrictions.

“Visitors are welcome to the wider 
region; however, they must not attempt to 
access closed local roads in the Longwood 

School bus 
challenges 
post-fire

A LARGE number of roads remain closed in 
Murrindindi Shire due to the risk of falling 
trees. 

Students along one such road recently 
waited for the school but no bus arrived. This 
is understandable due to the risk, however 
the Department of Education was asked how 
such changes are communicated to parents.

tion spokesperson said, “We thank school 
staff and leaders for their work in making 
every effort possible in very challenging 
circumstances to ensure as many schools as 
possible are open and ready for students as 
the new school year begins.

“In line with the Department’s emergency 
management planning, schools directly 
communicate to families about any ongoing 
road closures and impacts on school bus 
routes.”   

On Friday morning, the Merton to 
Alexandra school bus was delayed by 20 
minutes due to a fallen tree blocking the road. 

The Department of Education maintains a 
l i s t  of  school  and ea rly  
hood service closures at 

remains strictly limited, and conditions are 
unpredictable and hazardous.

“Community safety remains the highest 
priority and council is working closely with 
the Incident Control Centre to assess damage, 

Residents are strongly encouraged to travel 
only on approved routes, including major 
roads and key connecting roads that have 
been inspected, made safe or opened under 
restricted access.

remain open with travellers encouraged to 

prior to travel.
“There are many crews working across the 

road network, including arborists, specialist 
tree contractors, bridge assessors, engineers 
and construction workers. These complex 
assessments take time, and the community’s 
patience is greatly appreciated.

“Driving conditions after dark are 
extremely dangerous and should be avoided 
unless absolutely necessary. Fire has 
destroyed critical road safety infrastructure 

particularly at night.

and native wildlife moving freely across roads 
due to damaged or destroyed fencing. These 

in low light.
“Road conditions can change at any time. 

A road may reopen and then close again if 
additional trees fall or further damage is 

heavy machinery and crews on local roads as 
fallen trees and debris are removed. Drivers 
are asked to remain alert and patient, and not 
to overtake unless it is safe to do so.

“Council will continue to provide updates 
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Alexandra Bowls Club begins new year games
by Marie Evans
THE Alexandra Bowls Club members 
extend their thanks to all those who fought 

monitor and attend outbreaks. Their gratitude 
is also extended to the groups, individuals and 
organisations that were then and are now, on 
the ground offering assistance to the many 
impacted people. 

Bowls was scheduled to resume after the 
Christmas break for Alexandra’s Midweek 
side on January 13. All games across the 
region were cancelled and all points were 

shared. Their next round against Tatura 
Hilltop on January 20 was also cancelled. 

Given the temperature was expected to 
be 43 degrees at Dookie coupled with road 
restrictions the Goulburn Valley Match 
committee determined that Alexandra did 
not have to travel and points would be shared. 

to East Shepparton February 3.
Saturday Pennant was due to begin on 

January 17 but all divisions in Goulburn 
Valley Playing area had their games cancelled. 
The games on January 24 were also cancelled 

for both Alexandra and Eildon. Games for 
January 31 were able to be played despite 
temperatures being predicted to be 42 in 
Shepparton. 

The GV Match Committee decided that 
all games would beat the Heat Out rule of 38 
degrees if the games began at 9.15am. So, at 
7am Division Three traveled to Shepparton 
Golf Bowls Club.

There were many unavailable players 
and some Division Five players enjoyed 
the opportunity and experience playing in 
Division Three. A long hot day did not end 

SDCA match 
results

VARIOUS Seymour District Cricket 
Association (SDCA) matches took place last 
week, with teams from Murrindindi Shire 
going up against Avenel and Pyalong.

A Grade
Alexandra 5/98 (S Whitehead 36, V Hewage 
22 not out) defeated by Avenel 6/108 (C 
Thomson 52 not out, H Black 22 not out, V 
Hewage 4/12).

Alexandra at Leckie Park and got off to a solid 
start through a 51 run opening stand between 
Travis Stefanos and Chayse Thomson.

Thomson carried his bat through the 

was supported well by Hudson Black with 
22 not out. Vinu Hewage was the standout 
bowler for the Redbacks, taking 4/12, helping 
restrict Avenel to 6/108.

Alexandra was off to a positive start 
through Scott Whitehead (36) and Nathan 
Waugh (16) but were unable to gain enough 
momentum to get on top of Avenel who got 
over the line by 10 runs.

B Grade
Alexandra 61 (L Ronalds 18, A Thomson 
3/11, A Butler 2/9) defeated by Avenel 9/86 
(G Leunig 27, T Stefanos 17, L Crane 2/2, L 
Ronalds 2/25).

GMCU under 16s
Yea Tigers 92 (J Hill 4/9, T Caddie 4/18) 
defeated by Pyalong 8/164 (J Hill 43, C 
Altas 31).

in a good result for the side and Shepparton 
Golf won 93 to 50. Greg Gilmore (Skip), Andy 
Tobias, Steve Kirby and Lauren Gilchrist had 
the closest game. It was two all on end four. 

Alexandra trailed three to 10 on end 10 
but had the game drawn 11 all on end 14. 
They won the next end to lead 12 to 11. Golf 
proceeded to win the next three ends and 
were 20 to 12 up on end 18. Alexandra won 
two out of the last three ends to lose 15 to 
22. Notable was the interesting line marking 
where the rink’s ends didn’t line up by about 
20 centimetres.

Doug Cooper (Skip), Ben Gilchrist, John 
Blamey and Peter Collyer began well and led 

to six by end 10. It was nine all on end 12. 
Alexandra trailed by one shot on end 17 but 
a seven shot loss on end 18 all but sealed the 
game for Golf. Alexandra won two out of the 
last three ends to lose 13 to 21.

David Nicklos (Skip), Scott Ferrier, Craig 

provided a much closer competition with 

ends to lose 11 to 25.
Ian Harper (Skip), Graeme Matthews, Ken 

Argent and Malcolm Gill had a game to 
forget. They trailed four to 25 on end 19 but 
won the last two ends, including a six shot 
pick up to lose 11 to 25.

Next round Alexandra plays at home against 
Mooroopna Golf who are third on the ladder. 

played at home since November 15. The last 
home game was a wash out against Eildon 
on December 6.

Division Five did not play their game last 
Saturday or any of the previous 2026 rounds 
and shared the points with Rushworth. They 
play away to Seymour next week in the 
penultimate game of the season.

The Pairs Club Championship games will 
be played next Sunday at 9.30am between 
Greg Gilmore and Larry Scott versus Ian 
Harper and Graeme Matthews. The Men’s 
Singles the Sunday after between Ian Harper 
and Ken Argent.

The Mini Master winner Jody Doran with Cathie from FoodWorks. -S

B Grade men’s runner up Ming Kuan with Cathie from FoodWorks. -S

The B Grade ladies runner up Margaret Blair with Cathie from 
FoodWorks. -S

A Grade winner Heather Jenkins with Cathie from FoodWorks. -S

Murrindindi Masters at Marysville Golf Club
by Lesley Rundle
LAST Saturday Marysville Golf Club 
members hosted the second round of the 
FoodWorks Murrindindi Masters with 93 
players braving the heat to play a stableford 
round on the beautifully prepared course.

A number of players found weather 
conditions and the course challenging 
with discussions around the lunch tables 
after play comparing how many golf balls 
players had lost.

A number of Marysville members 
were on the winners list with the ladies 
doing particularly well. Congratulations 
to Jody Doran (14) for being declared the 
Marysville Mini Master with 37 points.

Heather Jenkins (20) was the winner of 
the A Grade with 33 points on a countback 

Blair (35) was the B Grade runner up with 
29 points.

Marysville member Ming Kuan (16) 
with 36 points was the B Grade runner up. 

Members congratulate all the Marysville 
winners and the winners from other clubs 
in particular Greg Clements (21) from Yea 
for winning the Men’s Mini Masters title 
with an excellent 39 points.

Special thanks to Cathie Harper from 
FoodWorks for supporting this event and 
for presenting the very generous trophies 
to all the winners. Thanks also to all 
those who supported the club by playing 
in the competition. Events such as these 
take a large team of people to organise 
and all members who assisted with the 
organisation were thanked by President 
Steve Coker.

The four clubs will next meet at Eildon 
on February 14 for the third round of the 
Murrindindi Masters and the rescheduled 
final round will be held at Yea on 
February 28.

Next Saturday the golfers will play a four 

This event is in memory of Matthew and 

who sadly lost their lives in the 2009 Black 

Matthew and James’ uncle and aunt will 
be traveling from Warrnambool to join 
members on this special Memorial Day.

On Tuesday, March 17, a series of golf 
clinics will be held at the club. Men and 
women of all abilities will be coached 
by Professional Golf Association coach 
Travis Harrison. Clinic options are a two-
hour small group session for new and 
returning golfers, a two-hour small group 
intermediate session for those who play on 
a semi regular basis and 30-minute private 
individual lessons.

Golf Club website with information 
regarding times, cost and booking 
procedure. Bookings are essential and 
close on Tuesday, February 17. Contact 
Heather Jenkins on 0429 146 763 or 
heatherjenkins2008@hotmail.com for 
further details.
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Alexandra Golf Club up early to beat high temperatures
by Dave Silverman
SOMETHING quite amazing happened last Tuesday. Due to 
the forecast of extremely high temperatures, Brad dragged 
himself out of bed an hour earlier than usual, and seven other 
brave souls joined him for an 8am hitoff.

John Greatorex returned the best score of the day, his 39 
points taking him three clear of the nearest pursuers. Bill 
Wind came in second on 36, and 36 was also Russell Purcell’s 
score, putting him in third.

Russell also took nearest the pin on seven, and Gretto 
claimed 17. Eighteen went begging. Both Leo Dynes and 
Brad got a voucher in the rundown.

There were not enough starters for a ladies’ competition 
last Wednesday, and, as Saturday saw the Marysville round 
of the FoodWorks Murrindindi Masters, that is all she wrote 
for last week in golf at Alexandra.

The author leaves you this week with two images, taken 
from the seventh tee box, which graphically illustrate how 
close the club came to some serious damage, were it not for 
the efforts of a lot of very brave people.

Funds raised to send Levi to race in New Zealand
WHAT began as a casual idea over a beer 
quickly grew into a full-scale fundraising 
auction, brought to life by the lively and 
quick-witted Peter Molloy. His fast-paced 
humour and infectious energy turned the 
evening into a standout event that organisers 
will be talking about for years.

Backed by an Individual Sponsorship 
Grant from Murrindindi Shire, along with 
generous contributions from the Rotary Club 
of Alexandra, Lions Club Eildon, and a long 
list of supportive locals, organisers of the 
charity auction at the Snobs Creek Bar and 
Grill were hoping to raise enough to help 
young athlete Levi travel to the North Island 
Colgate Games in New Zealand and represent 
Murrindindi Little Athletics Centre and Little 
Athletics Victoria. 

community had delivered far more than 
anyone anticipated.

The auction’s success ensured: Full funding 
for Levi’s trip to the Colgate Games; new 
running spikes and Melbourne-based training 
costs covered; leftover funds donated to the 
Foundation Murrindindi Disaster Fund to 

the shire.
A team of 36 kids travelled to Tauranga on 

New Zealand’s North Island and competed 
over three days. Levi entered four individual 
events and two relays. Levi gave a very 
impressive performance at the games. 

also achieved personal bests in every event, 
broke the 13-second barrier in the 100 metre 

medal in the four × 100-metre relay. Along the 
way, he forged friendships with competitors 
from across the Tasman and embraced the 
experience with enthusiasm and maturity.

For many, the true highlight of the auction 
wasn’t the fundraising total but the spirit 
behind it. The event showcased the strength 
and heart of a small community rallying 
behind its young people to help chase 
their dreams.

Levi and his mum Kim expressed deep 
gratitude to Peter Molloy, Murrindindi Shire, 
Rotary Club Alexandra, Eildon Lions Club, 
and every individual who contributed. Their 
combined efforts have created lasting impact: 
supporting a young athlete’s dream and the 
remaining funds have been donated back 
into the community that helped make Levi’s 
dream a reality.

Jerusalem Creek Marina and Holiday Park 
would also like to wish all the Murrindindi 
Little Athletes competing in the Regional 
Athletics in Bendigo good luck this weekend.


