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Murrindindi carries major share of Victoria’s fire losses
INITIAL assessments indicate the Murrindindi 
Shire community experienced nearly half 

across Victoria.   
Four weeks on and many community 

members are now confronting the long and 
often overwhelming path to recovery. 

are focused on supporting the community by 

and a steady path forward through recovery 
and rebuilding. 

Council teams have supported the state-led 
response efforts throughout the emergency 
and will continue to keep the community 

occur. Residents are encouraged to continue 

Victoria app. 

the next stage is about gaining a detailed 

community-led recovery efforts are based 
on real needs. This work is detailed and will 

of detailed assessment. 

infrastructure. Conducting environmental 

Assessing building safety and structural 
integrity. Documenting infrastructure 

accessible. 
These inspections are essential to support a 

recovery funding goes where it is genuinely 
needed. 

are natural and understandable responses at 
this stage.  

and supporting one another emotionally and 
practically. Council is working to facilitate 
these community-led efforts by providing 

Guneet, Sharon, Izabella, Kylie and Shivaun. -S

connecting people with the right support. 
Information and support are available at 

at Yea Library and Customer Service Centre 
and Alexandra Library.  

help access disaster relief payments and state 

up-to-date information. 
A key role for council is to advocate to 

state and federal governments throughout 
the long journey ahead to ensure the needs 
of Murrindindi communities remain central 
in all relief and recovery decisions. Further 
advocacy is focused on state-led clean-up of 

to support rebuilding resilient community 

community-led recovery plans  
This work will continue throughout the 

months ahead. 
Murrindindi Shire Mayor Damien 

remain at the centre of all response and 
recovery efforts. 

“Our community has experienced 

frustration and uncertainty are completely 
understandable.

Council is committed to supporting every 

recovery is our priority.
“With this media release coinciding with 

“As a community that has lived through 

alongside one another through recovery.

continue walking alongside our community 
for as long as it takes.” 

Community heroes recognised
Alexandra Secondary College dedicated a chunk of their school 
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Weekly Weather 
February 11 - February 17, 2026

Goulburn R at Lake Eildon (TW) 11.00AM Mon 1.95 LGH steady

Rubicon River at Rubicon 11.00AM Mon 0.38 LGH steady

Acheron River at Taggerty 11.00AM Mon 0.44 LGH steady

Home Creek at Yarck 11.00AM Mon 0.07 LGH steady

Yea River at Devlins Bridge           11.26AM Mon 0.38 LGH steady

Murrindindi River Above Colwells 07.00AM Mon 0.18 LGH steady

Yea R at Old Killingworth Rd 11.00AM Mon 0.32 LGH steady

Goulburn River at Ghin Ghin 11.00AM Mon 3.85 LGH steady

King Parrot Creek at Flowerdale 11.00AM Mon 0.26 LGH steady

Goulburn River at Trawool 11.00AM Mon 1.53 LGH steady

Sunday Creek at Tallarook 11.00AM Mon -0.09 LGH steady

Goulburn River at Seymour 11.15AM Mon 1.79 LGH steady

Whiteheads Creek at Seymour 12.00PM Sun 0.79 LGH steady

*ISSUED AT 11:39 AM AEDT MONDAY 9 FEBRUARY 2026

STATION NAME

RIVER HEIGHTS FOR THE GOULBURN CATCHMENT
TIME HEIGHT TENDENCY FLOOD CLASS

Alexandra...................................... 0.4mm
Buxton.............................................. 4mm
Eildon (AWS).................................... 0.6mm
Flowerdale........................................ 5mm
Jamieson........................................ 0.6mm
Kinglake...................................... N/Amm
Lake Eildon................................ 0.8/8mm

......................................... 1mm
Taggerty ........................................ 0.4mm
Yarck ............................................. 0.4mm
Yea.................................................... 3mm

Above details for 7 days to 9am Monday

Height above sea level this week..................272.80m
Capacity as at 9am Monday...............................48.3%
Metres below full supply..................................16.1m

Release........................................................ 4500ML
Eildon Pondage (may be subject to rapid change).................79%
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43 Grant Street -  PO Box 5, Alexandra 3714
Telephone: 5772 1002 Fax: 5772 1603

Hours: 9am-5pm Monday-Friday

Alexandra District Health
5772 0900

Yea & District Memorial Hospital
5736 0400

In an emergency dial
000

MONTHLY COMMUNITY GROUPS
WEEKLY

Tue Women’s Walk @ 7am @Embassy of Ideas
Wed Oasis Church, free coffee connection Ph 0408 123 581
Fri Man Walk @ 7am meet at RSL Hall
Fri Communitea 10am-12pm @ Embassy of Ideas 0422 225 801
Sun Alex & Dist Dog Obedience, training. Ph 0456 583 611
Sun AA meeting; 7pm St Johns Hall. Ph 1300 22 22 22.

MONTHLY
1st Wed    Alexandra Lions dinner meet, Corner Hotel 0427 595 318
1st  Thur Murrindindi Men 6-8pm@ Embassy of Ideas 0422 225 801
1st Sun Crop/Produce swap 10.30am--noon @ Embassy of Ideas 
2nd Tue Alexandra District Garden Society Meeting Ph 5772 2285
2nd Wed Molesworth Patchwork & Craft, Molesworth Hall 10am-4pm.
3rd Wed Alex Lions business meeting, rear RSL hall 0427 595 318
3rd Thu Alexandra Ladies Probus 10am RSL Ph 0428 976 252
3rd Thu Community Potluck dinner 6-8pm @ Embassy of Ideas
3rd Sun Alexandra RSL  Ph 0409 950 913
4th Wed Molesworth Patchwork & Craft, Molesworth Hall 10am-4pm.
4th Thu Alexandra Redgate CWA Meeting 1pm, Ph 0402 804 517
Last Fri Carers Group 10am Grant Street Grocer. 0418 402 455

For a $10 annual fee for one line, your club or organisation’s 
regular meeting dates will be listed each week. Not only is this 
a reminder to your regular members but also a good source of 
what groups are available in the community, when they meet 

and a contact phone number.

COMMUNITY DIARY
Alexandra District Health

5772 0900
Non-emergency police assistance

131 444
EMERGENCY 000

Local Radio Frequency
UGFM 106.9 Alexandra / Lake Eildon
UGFM   98.5 Marysville / Lake Mountain

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
can be submitted via email to 

editorial@alexandranewspapers.com.au or 
reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

 or by mail to Alexandra Newspapers 
 PO Box 5, Alexandra 3714.

Letters must be 300 words or less. We will 
not publish defamatory letters, or content 
which is o ensive, threatenin  or containin  
personal attacks. Submitted letters may be 
edited before oin  to print.
All letters must contain writers name, 
address and contact number. (not necessarily 
for publication). Letters without these details 
supplied cannot not be published. Deadline 
for Letters to the Editor is 9am Monday.

If you have any enquiries please do not hesitate 
to contact the o ce on

 5772 1002 or 
reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

We thank you for your continued support

   Thursday 5pm
   Thursday noon
   Thursday 5pm
   Monday noon
   Monday 9am
   Monday 10am
   Monday 9am
   Monday 10am

Real Estate
Trades & Services

Early General News 
lassi eds
Editorial

Sports Editorial
Letters to the Editor

Thumbsup/down

DEADLINES

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

THE reason that Jacinta Allan was confronted 

has arisen due to chronic underfunding since 

The reality is, within the latest available 

As at June 2025 the CFA had 2331 

for the CFA to achieve the goal of having no 

they need an annual budget of at least $50 

leaves us with at least 500 units that should 

due to the ongoing chronic underfunding by 

What is needed to correct this situation, is 

The ability to achieve the above objectives 

The situation that the 50,000 CFA 

The CFA volunteers who are saving 

in wages and associated costs, and the 

Barry O’Connor, Benalla

The call then went out for donations of any 

trailers have been donated and gifted to 

to those in need and of course the trailers were 

sent to Alexandra for distribution to Fawcett, 

boxes and stands that will be installed with 

Alex Bauer, Highlands

Letters to the Editor
THUMBS DOWNTHUMBS DOWNTHUMBS DOWN

THUMBS UPTHUMBS UPTHUMBS UP

Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down is a reader’s 
contribution section of Alexandra Newspapers. 

Send your Thumbs Up or Thumbs Down to   
editorial@alexandranewspapers.com.au

Contributions will be edited and/or published 
at the Editor’s discretion. We request that this 

section not be used as a slander attack on 
persons, businesses or property

THUMBS UP: Large appreciation to 
the staff at The Hub and Centrelink 
for their help and professionalism. 
We are lucky to have such an asset 
in the area.
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THIS WAY NORTH
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Alexandra 
Motorcycles & Machinery

& BOWD HEATING
Proud to be of service for 60 years.

The loss in these 2026 fires is so great and your 
strength so profound it has brought Australia 

and beyond together to share that Spirit.

You’re an AWESOME COMMUNITY.

On behalf of my amazing team and our families 
Here’s to better times ahead.

Be kind to yourselves and thanks.

- Ros Bowd

Elder Rights Australia are coming to chat 

Elder Rights Australia foster a diverse 
community where older people are 

respected, heard and well-informed, and 

Their services are free, independent and 

older person to achieve positive outcomes 

Date and time: 
Wednesday, February 18, 2026 at 2pm 

Address: 
The Mount. 

2456 Goulburn Valley Highway, Alexandra

To RSVP or receive further information, 
please contact on 0493 892 567

A light afternoon tea will be provided

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

Elder Rights Australia visiting Menzies to support
ELDER Rights Australia (ERA) foster a 
diverse community where older people are 
respected, heard and well-informed, and 

A founding member of The Older Persons’ 
Advocacy Network (OPAN), ERA delivers 
the National Aged Care Advocacy Program 
(NACAP) and the Aged Care Volunteer 

They also work within the broader 
community to raise awareness of elder abuse 

focus on empowering the older person to 
achieve positive outcomes that support their 

Advocacy
Assistance in registering for and accessing 

and one-on-one support to ensure that older 
people receive culturally safe, quality aged 

Reliable information on aged care including 

Social Support
Connecting volunteers with isolated 
older people who receive aged care 
via the AgedCare Volunteer Visitors 

Education
Community information sessions on all 
aspects of aged care and the rights of 

the aged care sector including elder abuse 
prevention and response, balancing rights 

and risk and the Serious Incident Response 

Face-to-face support all over Victoria
ERA professional Advocates live and work 
in their communities, giving them a deep 
understanding of local issues and strong 

social support and also foster meaningful 

Elder Rights Australia is coming to chat to 
staff and clients on Wednesday, February 18, 

receive further information contact 0493 

THIS Way North is partnering up with 
Jude Pearl and the Tuck Shop Ladies for 
an unforgettable show at Fawcett Hall on 

This will be the ninth event in nine years 
that the band has held at Fawcett Hall, but they 

just turned nine months old this week,” 

“So this year, I’m not sure if she’ll make 

loves music and Cat’s already been getting 

“She’s always tapping away with her 
foot and she’s got little drumsticks and of 
course Cat found a children’s drum kit on 
marketplace a couple of months ago, where 
I was like, she’s six months old, and she was 

already got a drum kit, so I don’t think she 

of Victorian bowls clubs just before heading 

“We’re just about to complete actually, the 
night before we come to Fawcett, we’re doing 

We’re doing the Yackandandah one, which is 

Bendigo, Torquay, Warrnambool and 

out except for Warrnambool, which had a 

“It’s just wonderful to be able to still keep 
playing music and, you know, remember that 

getting ready to do some more writing and 

Leisha is excited to be heading back 
to Fawcett Hall for the ninth year in a 
row, after the hall was saved during the 

“Pretty pleased that we can return to 

very special one obviously, and it feels pretty 

somehow we’ve managed to do it nine years 
in a row through Covid and now through the 

“It’s going to be, probably an emotional 

free, because we got funding through Look 

And we are really hoping to get a lot of the 
local community down and, you know, CFA 
volunteers and people who have been either 

“Our guest artist this year, Jude Pearl, is a 
phenomenal songwriter in a pop sense, and 

then she’s also hilarious in the songs that 

of comic relief with her and then Tuck Shop 

“It’s a long road, and my parents have been 
affected, and it’s just really nice to be able 
to get those little breaks in for everybody, 

that everyone can come together and focus 

People who are interested in heading 
along to the event should book in advance if 
possible, by visiting trybooking.com/events/
landing/1509411

Places are limited as there is a capacity of 

free, thanks to funding from Look Over the 
This Way North and friends at Fawcett Hall previously. -S

This Way North heading to Fawcett 
Hall for ninth year in a row
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Please call the team
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Alexandra 
and District 

Senior Citizens 
Cub report

by honorary secretary Mike Jennings
LAST Friday saw the restart to the year’s 
activities with a committee meeting in the 
morning and a business meeting in the 

members who lost their homes and our 
thoughts are with them.

The funeral for Life Member, Roma Lund 
was held at the Lawn Cemetary on Friday, 
January 30 and was a lovely tribute to her 100 
years from her family and friends who had to 
contend with 38 degree temperatures. It was 
good to see the smiling faces at the meetings 
and catch up with all the news.

The bridge players are back in action on 
Wednesday afternoons and if you fancy a 
chat, a cuppa and a game of cards you will be 
most welcome to come on a Friday afternoon 
at the Bayley Street clubroom. Meanwhile, 
stay safe and keep smiling.

Man dies at Lake Eildon
Police will prepare a report for the Coroner 
following the death of a man at Lake Eildon 
on the afternoon of Sunday, February 8.

Emergency services were called to the 
vicinity of Jerusalem Track about 2.30pm 
after reports two men had entered the water 
and could no longer be seen.

The area was searched and one of the men 
was located and given CPR on the shore. 
He has been taken to hospital in a serious 
condition. The other man was located a 
short time later but could not be revived. 
The investigation into the incident is ongoing.

Our condolences to the man’s family 
and friends.

National disaster resilience toolkit 
for emergency services launched

of its dedicated Disaster Resilience Toolkit, 
expanding its mental health literacy resource 
hub to better support emergency services 
workers, their families, and communities 
impacted by disasters and critical events.

The new toolkit brings together practical, 
evidence-based resources into a centralised, 
one-stop platform designed specifically 
for the unique pressures faced by police, 

personnel, as well as their families who 
support them at home.

“Education and preparedness sit at the heart 
of everything we do,” Fortem Australia CEO 
Mick Willing APM said.

“By strengthening mental health literacy, 
reducing stigma and improving access to 
support, the disaster resilience toolkit is 
another way Fortem helps emergency services 
workers and their families build resilience 
before, during and after disaster events.”

As part of the initial rollout, Fortem has 
released Disaster resilience: recover, a 
practical A5 resource available in digital and 
printed formats to support accessibility and 
ease of use. The booklet provides practical 

guidance to help individuals understand 
emotional, physical, and psychological 
impacts of disaster and critical incidents, 
and outlines pathways to support services 
challenges. 

The resource is available for free 
download via Fortem’s website, with 
printed copies distributed through Fortem-
led social connection activities and agency 
engagements. First responder agencies and 
community organisations can also order 
printed copies directly through the website.

The toolkit also introduces a new disaster 
resilience directory, a dedicated web page 
that compiles links to state, territory and local 
government disaster resilience, emergency 
management and recovery information in 
one central, easy-to-navigate hub.

“During disasters, families need clear, 
reliable information they can trust,” Mr 
Willing said.

“Emergency services workers are often 
deployed across the country or required 
to move at short notice, which can leave 
families navigating unfamiliar systems while 
supporting loved ones on the frontline.”

By centralising resources in one place, 
the directory reduces confusion and stress, 

information so they can better understand 
available services, recovery processes and 
local assistance.

Local governments are invited to 
submit their disaster webpages for 
inclusion, strengthening local relevance 
while maintaining national accessibility 
and consistency.

Additional features include a new disaster-

launched Aftermath: rebuilding strength, 
restoring hope, which has already been 
downloaded hundreds of times since its 
release on January 6.

Future updates to the resource hub will 
include additional resources as well as a 
service locator tool, enabling users to identify 
additional support services in their area.

The launch aligns with Fortem’s strategic 
commitment to expanding engagement in 
regional, rural and remote locations, ensuring 
support is accessible regardless of postcode.

You can explore the full toolkit and access 
resources via: fortemaustralia.org.au/

Travelling on closed 
roads places you 
and others at risk

There are still 410 km of roads to assess 

40 km has been opened. Travelling 
on closed roads places you and others 
at risk.

If you travel on a closed road for 
reasons other than commuting to your 
residence or business, including farms, 
you may void your vehicle insurance 
if an incident occurs.

Even when travelling to your 
residence or farm, you do so at your 
own risk. While access may be 
necessary, authorities may recommend 
that you do not travel where conditions 
are unsafe.

Roadside assistance providers may 
also refuse to attend incidents on 
closed roads.

Do not move or interfere with 
road closure signage. These signs 
are in place to protect road users and 
workers, and moving them creates 
serious safety risks.

Essential recovery activities, 
including tree works, Ausnet works 
and clean up operations, are being 
delayed by ongoing vehicle movement 
on closed roads. Please limit travel 
to allow these crews to work safely 

Some damaged roads may take 
months to repair. The longer these 
works take, the longer roads will 
remain closed. Reducing unnecessary 
travel will help reopen roads sooner 
and support faster recovery for the 
whole community.

For the most current information 
on closures, visit tinyurl.com/tfs3hktk

Parliamentary 
Inquiry into 

Victorian bushfires
THE Victorian Liberal Nationals announced 
on Wednesday, February 4 that “Victorians 
will be able to have their say and have 
questions about the summer bushfires 
answered after the Liberals and Nationals 
secured support for a Parliamentary inquiry.

“Volunteers, firefighters, farmers, 
emergency management personnel and 
communities affected by the 2026 summer 

preparation, resourcing of emergency 
services agencies and management of 

“These can now be addressed through 
the inquiry to be undertaken by the 
Legislative Council’s Environment and 
Planning Standing Committee.

deserve a voice. They deserve to have 
their experiences heard,” Leader of 
The Nationals and Shadow Minister for 
Emergency Services, Danny O’Brien said.

The inquiry is expected to question the 

response and ensure that governments 

state’s future strategies.
The government supported the inquiry.
The inquiry will report by June 1.

A close call in 
Alexandra on 

New Year’s Eve
DETECTIVES from the Alexandra Crime 
Investigation Unit are investigating the 

in Villeneuve Street in Alexandra on New 
Years Eve.

Emergency services were called to a small 

without any damage being caused to nearby 
residences. Investigations have revealed that 

of an unknown person or persons, discharging 

distance away, before it landed on dry grass 
in a vacant residential block causing the grass 
to ignite.

Detective Sergeant Flyn Loughlin said, 

where it did, oppose to landing on the roof 
of a nearby house which could have resulted 
in the destruction of someone’s house. While 
New Year’s Eve is all about having fun, this 
is an extremely idiotic act that only through 
luck landed in the middle of a vacant block.”

Anyone with information about the incident 
can contact CrimeStoppers on 1800 333 000 
or via crimestoppersvic.com.au

Tiny Towns grants 
available

THE Victorian Government is giving 
Victoria’s smallest towns an extra month to 
apply for a Tiny Towns Fund grant, offering 
regional communities more time to apply for 
support to help improve their towns.

Minister for Regional Development Jaclyn 
Symes announced that applications for round 
three of the $20 million Tiny Towns Fund 
have been extended by four weeks and will 
now close at 4pm on Wednesday, March 4.

Grants of between $5000 and $50,000 are 
available to towns with fewer than 5000 people 
for projects that provide more opportunities 
to connect, attract visitors, improve facilities 
and deliver infrastructure upgrades.

The application extension is part of the 
Victorian Government’s broader response to 

Applications for a Tiny Towns Fund grant 
can be submitted at rdv.vic.gov.au/tiny-towns-
fund

THE items in Out and About are sourced 
from our current advertising. Out and About 
is not a free community listing diary. Not 
all items can be included and are placed at 
the discretion of Alexandra Newspapers.

***************
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18
You are invited to a chat with Elders Rights 
Australia and the Menzies staff and clients 
at 2pm. The Mount, 2456 GV Highway, 

Alexandra. RSVP or for further information 
contact 0493 892 567. A light afternoon tea 
will be provided.

***************
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21
This Way North, Tuck Shop Ladies and Jude 
Perl will be at Fawcett Hall. This is a free 
local event, bookings essential. Music, fun, 
BYO drinks and picnic. 

***************
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Foundation Murrindindi’s Murrindindi Disaster Fund to support bushfire recovery
FOUNDATION Murrindindi has established 
the Murrindindi Disaster Fund to support 
bushfire recovery in Murrindindi Shire, 
with donations welcomed from individuals, 
families, community groups, organisations 
and businesses across Australia.

The Murrindindi Disaster Fund has been 
established to provide support across the short, 

medium and long term, including immediate 
relief, recovery assistance, and initiatives 
that help rebuild wellbeing, livelihoods and 
community connection.

Donations can be made directly through 
the Foundation Murr indindi website 
foundationmurrindindi.org.au

Our wonderful fire recovery hubs
by Seymour Incident Control Centre
IN the aftermath of the devastating 
Longwood fires in Victoria’s North 
East, small communities are showing 
extraordinary strength and unity. Across 
the region, community run hubs, created for 
community, by community, have become 
lifelines for residents navigating loss, 

At Highlands, Andrea Bower and the 
Highlands-Caveat community have opened 
their hall to anyone needing meals, donated 
goods, provisions, or simply a place to connect. 
Volunteers work around the clock to make sure 
neighbours have what they need, practical 
support delivered with compassion.

In Fawcett, Sam Hicks and the Fawcett-
Koriella community are running a vibrant 
hub at the Fawcett Hall, distributing food, 
clothing, linens and essential items. They’ve 
also created a welcoming space for information 
sessions delivered by support agencies and 
organisations, ensuring vital advice reaches 
community members directly.

At Creightons Creek, Chris Bakker and 
the local community are providing essential 
supplies and keeping their community 
connected. From practical goods to organised 
sessions focused on mental health and other 
important recovery topics, they are ensuring 
that people are supported not just physically, 
but emotionally recognising that true recovery 
is both practical and deeply human.

In Terip Terip, Lyn Burley and her volunteers 
continue to coordinate meals, goods and 

everyday essentials for families who have lost 
homes and properties. Their steady, organised 
approach has been a source of reassurance and 
stability for many.

Over in Yarck, Graham Halliburton and the 
Yarck-Gobur community have opened their 
space to provide hot food, donated goods, 
animal feed, clothing, and a safe environment 
where people can talk, ask questions and access 
visiting service providers.

And at Ruffy, Felicity Sloman and the 
Ruffy community have mobilised swiftly, 
creating a responsive hub that is supplying 
essential items, meals, support and practical 
help to affected residents. Their focus has been 
meeting immediate needs while ensuring no 
one feels isolated during the recovery process.

The Yea Community House also activated 
very quickly and have been doing a wonderful 

many ways.
Across all these towns, agencies and 

organisations are coming directly into the 
hubs to meet community members where they 
are making support more accessible, trauma 
informed and locally centred.

These hubs are more than distribution points. 
They are gathering places, sources of hope, 
and anchors of resilience. They show what 
happens when local knowledge, kindness and 
community leadership drive recovery efforts.

the people who know their communities best.

Tax deductible donations are also available 
through Foundation Murrindindi’s partner, 
Foundation for Rural and Regional Renewal 
(FRRR), via the QR code in the advertisement 
or through contacting Foundation Murrindindi 
directly. All contributions, large or small, help 
ensure that support remains available not just 
today, but well into the future. Every cent raised 
stays here in Murrindindi Shire.

come together, drawing on local knowledge, 
relationships and collective resilience. 
Foundation Murrindindi recognises the 
importance of these community-led pathways 
and is committed to supporting recovery as 
communities heal and rebuild.

time,” Robyn Hill from Foundation Murrindindi 
said. “There is immediate support required now, 
but there are also medium- and long-term needs 
that can emerge months and even years later. 
Our role is to walk alongside our community 
for as long as it takes.”

Established in the aftermath of the 2009 Black 

created by the community, for the community, to 
support long-term recovery and resilience. With 
deep local knowledge and years of experience in 

that recovery does not end when the emergency 
response is over.

As a trusted local community foundation, 
Foundation Murrindindi works closely with 
community groups, services and residents to 
identify gaps and direct funding where it can 
have the greatest impact.

Importantly, Foundation Murrindindi will not 
take any administration fees from the Disaster 
Fund. Every dollar donated will be carefully 
stewarded to ensure it reaches those who need 
it most, when they need it most.

Foundation Murrindindi stands alongside 
communities in Murrindindi Shire, now, and 
for the long road ahead.
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Student of the Week Proudly supported by 
Kinglake branch

 Ava, Carter and Jax are the students of the week.

For showing respect for others by following our classroom 
expectations and being great role models.

BUXTON PRIMARY SCHOOL

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

ADH: Providing shelter in a time of crisis
by Alexandra District Health
ALEXANDRA District Health (ADH) has 
been thanked for its swift, coordinated and 
compassionate response to the bushfire 
emergency that swept through the region on 

disruption and distress across the whole 
Murrindindi community.

While many local families and staff faced 
personal losses, including damage to homes, 
farming properties, fencing and livestock, ADH 
became a refuge and point of stability during 
the crisis.

On the Friday, as fire conditions rapidly 
deteriorated, around 40 community members 
sought emergency shelter at the hospital. In line 
with ADH’s strong commitment to community-
centred care, pets were welcomed into the safe 
space as well, including several dogs and even 
a much-loved cockatiel that quickly became a 
comforting presence for evacuees.

Despite facing their own uncertainties and, 

proud of ADH staff who demonstrated exceptional 
dedication. Those who had chosen not to evacuate 
arrived at the hospital ready to assist however they 
could. Families of staff also came in voluntarily, 

providing additional hands when it mattered most. 
A massive thank you to Peter Mitchell, Mark 
Warren-Smith, Charlie, Louise and Rose Hurrey, 
and Bradley and Hayley Soward-Findlay who 
stepped in without hesitation. Their support ranged 
from preparing food and drinks to undertaking 

towels under doors and positioning buckets and 
mops to extinguish potential ember attacks.

Their contribution ensured the hospital 
remained a safe and welcoming environment 
for everyone.

medical rosters. With several clinicians unable 
to travel due to road closures and hazardous 
conditions, local GP Dr Mark Wallace from 
the Alexandra Medical Centre joined ADH 
nursing staff to provide ongoing care for Urgent 
Care Centre patients throughout the emergency 
period. We are very grateful to Mark for his 
support. His collaboration with ADH clinicians 
ensured that critical healthcare services 
remained uninterrupted, despite the rapidly 
changing situation.

The response effort extended well beyond 
Alexandra. Our colleagues at Yea and District 
Memorial Hospital stayed in regular contact and 
provided hands-on assistance by sending two 

staff members to Alexandra when road closures 
prevented them from travelling to Yea. Their 
presence provided necessary relief and additional 
support to the ADH team.

When regular suppliers were unable to reach 
the region, Eastern Health stepped in to ensure 
continuity of essential provisions. They supplied 
medical items, pharmacy stock and linen, 
resources that proved vital to maintaining safe 
operations during the emergency. ADH Director 
of Medical Services, also collaborated closely 
with her colleague at Eastern Health to organise 
ongoing medical workforce coverage, ensuring 
emergency physicians were available to staff the 
Urgent Care Centre.

experience for many across the district, but the 
response at ADH has been described as a powerful 
example of what community resilience looks like 
in practice. Staff, families, volunteers and partner 
organisations came together to ensure everyone, 
patients, staff, and members of the public, had 
safety, shelter and compassionate care when it 
was needed most.

As recovery continues, ADH leaders have 
expressed deep gratitude for the extraordinary 
teamwork displayed across the region.

Bendigo Bank Victorian Bushfire Appeal surpasses $600,000
has raised $615,000 in less than a month in 
a powerful show of support for individuals, 
families and communities impacted by 

Since the appeal was launched by the bank’s 
charitable arm, the Community Enterprise 
Foundation on January 12, funds have already 

residents and communities including $20,000 to 
support the Blazeaid Camp for Longwood and 
surrounds, and $22,000 to support the employment 
of a relief coordinator for three months to design, 
implement and support a recovery program for 

Bendigo Bank CEO, Richard Fennell, said while 
these early interventions delivered important 
support to those impacted, the majority of the 
funds raised would be directed toward medium 
and long-term recovery initiatives.

“We know from experience the impact 

extinguished,” Mr Fennell said. “The emotional, 

years. Medium and long-term recovery funding 
will focus on helping communities rebuild, 
supporting mental health and wellbeing, and 
working with local communities on what they 
need to recover.

Mr Fennell thanked everyone who had donated 
so far, calling out the Bendigo Bank Community 
Banks in Victoria, in particular.

of many donors, in particular, our Community 
Banks in Victoria, which have contributed over 
half of the donations received so far, furthering 
the ongoing support to their communities which 
has seen more than $400 million returned since 
its inception. This response sends a powerful 

not alone and our support will continue,” Mr 
Fennell said.

People wishing to support these communities 
are encouraged to provide monetary donations 

bendigobank.com.au/community/foundation/
 as 

monetary donations are quicker, more effective, 

donations of material items or pre-loved goods. 
Donations can be made at any time online or at 
your local Bendigo Bank branch. All donations 
of $2 or more are tax deductible.

Eligible customers impacted by the Victorian 
fires can access a range of support from 
Bendigo Bank.

Scam warning: Roof 
cleaning post-fire

in contact with their insurance company 

being arranged. The person then received 
a call from a man keen to arrange roof 
cleaning for the house. The person thought 
it was through the insurance company, but 
there was an odd amount of pressure for 
the cleaning to happen the following day 
and there was no business name mentioned.

On the following day, one man arrived, 
looking very unprofessional and did some 
work, but not as had been determined by the 
insurance company. $1400 was demanded 
for the work, saying (falsely) that it could be 
claimed back off the insurance company.

insurance company who quickly advised that it 
was a scam and as a result, they refused to pay.

If you are approached with a similar offer, 
call your insurance company immediately 

you have already been scammed, contact 
the police.

If you are aware of any other scams 
occurring, please let us know.

impacted people are being targeted like this.
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McLeish presents fire condolence motion in parliament
ON Tuesday, February 3, Member for Eildon 
Cindy McLeish put forward a condolence 
motion in the Victorian Parliament regarding 

Longwood moved quickly and tore through 
the areas of the northern part of my electorate, 
doubling in size and eventually burning 

degrees and left multiple paths of devastation, 
loss of homes, sheds, tools, machinery, stock, 
hay, silage, pasture, water troughs, tanks 

lost the life of Max Hobson, cattle farmer at 

tore through my electorate, predominantly 

The impact assessment shows that 45 per cent 
of the total number of structures destroyed 

“Murrindindi Shire is a small, cash-poor 
shire at the best of times and will very much 
struggle to make ends meet here and will 

have behaved exceptionally through these 

seven, Dropmore seven, Kanumbra six, Ghin 

Maintongoon, Whanregarwen, Limestone, 
Devils River, Gooram, Merton and Ruffy 

“These are exceptional numbers of 

of damaged or destroyed fencing, 14,000 
hectares of farmland, which is different from 

beehives were lost there, and this could have 
particular impacts on the agricultural sector 

cyclones and the tragic circumstances over 

Saturday it will have been 17 years since that 

exceptionally, backed up by locals, the farmers 
with their own units, the private vehicles, but 
also the staff from Forest Fire Management 

“We saw the spirit of mateship through all 

on the back of a truck in Marysville, where 

who lost his grandfather’s house in Yarck, 

that so many people did have plans, whether 

“The roads were burnt, so they were cut 

What was remarkable was the growth from 

Yarck, the pub was initially the community 
meeting place, followed by the hall, and it was 
a community effort with everybody playing to 

to determine what they needed, and it was just 
amazing what could be achieved and brought 

They were overwhelmed with the support 

When farmers lost fences, pasture and hay, 

there but it eventually got through, and we 

Andrew Embling from Alexandra and Dame 

“My gratitude goes to so many of the 
volunteers, whether they were the CFA, 
private vehicles, those providing food, 
those helping sort through the donations, of 
which there were many, or those that helped 
euthanase as well, because they do not want 

is nothing more distressing than to put down 
your livelihood, and people came to help them 

“The council staff at Murrindindi were 
amazing, led by the mayor Damien Gallagher, 

who started on the back of a truck before 

There was the collaboration, and this is so 

and Strathbogie shires and then the support 
given to them by the Yarra Ranges shire and 
Whittlesea and most recently by Melbourne 
City Council, because they have skills that 

stock agents were fabulous getting into gear 

mentioned before, were on the ground trying 

Leongatha, Colac and Horsham in Yarck, 

“My support has been unwavering, and this 

majority of people who were impacted are 

now, after that adrenaline wears off over 

and we need to get through those so that 
our communities continue to thrive again in 
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Fire affected farmers: Greg and Darcey Heffernan
GREG and Darcey Heffernan, a father-
daughter duo farming cattle on some 
530 hectares of land called Merrinehbek 
in Cathkin, were affected by the recent 

They took time out of their busy schedule 

the house while Darcey and the rest of the 

Their house was unaffected, but they lost 

“On that day, you couldn’t see how anything 

paddock, about one and a half kilometres 

Darcey manages the Merrinehbek farm 

detailed accounts of what happened after 

“Our immediate problems were with the 

then we drafted them up on the Monday and 

“Then we had the knackery out on Monday, 

Greg added, “Of course, putting all the 
cattle into somewhere where they could get 

silage and they actually didn’t go backwards 

cows, and there’s another mob to go next 

The impact on their farming operations 

we were really looking forward to this year,” 

Darcey added, “This year was going to be 
the year we were organised and set up and 

to look after herself before they look after 

helping us, or a couple of agronomists helping 

The farm lost 12 head of cattle initially, 
and there are two more that Darcey is fairly 

Three hay sheds on the property burnt, 

hay, putting Greg and Darcey in the lucky 
position of being able to feed their cattle 

The farmers from Merrinehbek, Dylan, Darcey Heffernan and Greg Heffernan. -BD

“We built the new hay shed, we didn’t 

replacement, but we’re shocked at how much 

only gone through the start of the process of 

As with most of the properties within the 

power supply immediately afterwards was 
a big problem, with restoration still ongoing 

“A big one for us initially was the power,” 

“Because one of the switchboards was in 

got to get a plethora of different people to 

got water that comes out of the hills, which 

managed to get through it, and of course 

Fencing is another important issue 
for farmers that has emerged following 

but probably in three or four years’ time when 
the bottom ones start to rust, and hopefully 

Darcey added, “Some of the wires are 

actually got a couple of fencers here, they’re 

had to make sure that we could keep our stock 

bulls, honestly, were in the front paddock, 

that wouldn’t perhaps enter the public 

“One of our biggest problems is going 

“There’s going to be a lot of paddocks 

Asked about making decisions on how to 

doesn’t rely on immediate reaction, but rather, 

amount of stock that we can handle all the 

pin, or could make that decision to decide 

quite happy with how things are and how we 

Greg explained that they made a list of 

do get some decent insurance, we’ll go and 

about what to do or how much to feed and 
when to wean and when to do things and all 

Darcey’s concluding words were offering 

there by yourself all the time, it’ll do you no 
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Their best start, 
starts with 
Free Kinder

Free Kinder is available for three- and four-year-old 
children at standalone sessional kindergartens and 
long day care centres across Victoria – saving 
families an average of $2,400 per child, per year.

From 2026, some children will be eligible for more 
time at Four-Year-Old Kindergarten each week. 

Visit vic.gov.au/pre-prep

Kindergarten is a safe environment for children to 
build skills, become more independent and make 
friends.

At kindergarten, children will learn:

• language, literacy and numeracy skills through 
play, art, music and dance

• skills and confidence before primary school.

Contact your preferred kinder service or local 
council to learn about how to enrol for 2026. 

Visit vic.gov.au/kinder

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au
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The Farmer’s Ag NewsThe Farmer’s Ag News
www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

Consider options before re-fencing after fire
by Clem Sturmfels, Land Management 

 

of time.

 or call 136 186.

Mixed quality for February combined 
store sale at Yea Saleyards

YEA Saleyards held their February Combined 

1700 cattle yarded, with mixed quality.

There were a variety of cattle breeds being sold last Friday. -BD

Sarah and Rod Chisholm from Fernside in 
Highlands. Their cattle were being sold last 
Friday. -BD

Austin Gerhardy summarised the store sale. 

Austin said. 

The next cattle sale at the Yea Saleyards 
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The Victorian 
Caravan and 

Camping Supershow
THE future of Australian travel will be on 
full display when the Victorian Caravan and 
Camping Supershow rolls into Melbourne 
Showgrounds from Wednesday, February 
18 to Sunday, February 22. As the country’s 
largest and most influential caravan and 
camping event, the Supershow will unveil 
new 2026 models, milestone industry 
moments and hands-on experiences that 
show how caravanning continues to evolve 
for modern travellers. 

For f ive action-packed days, the 
Showgrounds will become the place where 
dreams of the open road turn into real plans, 
where questions are answered, and where 
the next generation of Australian adventures 
begins. 

“This show is about inspiring and educating 
people to travel their own way,” Daniel 
Sahlberg, CEO of Caravan Industry Victoria 
said. “The Supershow brings together 
innovation, education and inspiration in one 
place, so visitors can explore what’s possible, 

take their next step, whether that’s their very 

With hundreds of exhibitors and thousands 
of products on display, visitors can explore 
everything from high-end off-road caravans 
and advanced campers to compact touring 
solutions, accessories and outdoor gear all in 
one massive indoor and outdoor space. It’s the 
ideal place to compare, ask questions and 
discover what suits your lifestyle. 

Fill in the form on the front page of this 
edition for a chance to win free tickets.

AusNet replaced 
300 poles in 

Longwood fire area
damage to AusNet infrastructure. 

replaced with non-wood alternatives in 
the region.

AusNet’s priority and focus has been 
on restoring supply as quickly and safely 
as possible. They are still undertaking 

full network assessment and expected 
these critical works to be completed by 
the end of last week.

The majority of AusNet customers 
had their power back on by January 29.

There are currently just over 100 
customers still without power in some 

crews are working diligently through 

these. Beyond the immediate restoration 
and emergency repairs, AusNet will 
continue broader resilience building 
works over the next month.

These activities are expected to have 
minimal impact on customers and will 

long-term performance and reliability. 
They have also brought forward their 
asset inspection program for the region.

By aligning inspections with the 
rebuild activities, AusNet aim to 
complete all required maintenance 
works earlier than originally scheduled, 
reducing the need to return to the area for 
further planned works for the remainder 
of 2026. AusNet is committed to 
constructing a stronger, more resilient 
network for the community. 

Register for Clean Up Support
CLEAN Up Support is available for people 

the current guidelines, sheds will only be 
cleaned up under this program if they are 
within 100m of the main residence. The 
government was asked why this is the case, 
given that on farms, the vast majority of sheds 
are away from the main house, meaning that 
a very large number of farmers in our area 
will be unable to access this support.

They responded, “Property owners may 
be eligible for free clean-up support if their 
property is in an eligible council area, has 
structures damaged by the January 2026 

Registrations for the Clean-up Program 

outlines the core eligibility criteria, and 
works including all-hazards assessments, 
are currently underway.

“Every property and structure is different. 
Owners with uninsured or underinsured 
damaged structures including sheds are 
encouraged to register for the program so 
assessors can determine eligibility.

“All Victorians who have been impacted 

can call the Emergency Recovery Hotline 

services they are eligible for.”

Cracking down on illicit tobacco
THE Victorian Government is intensifying its 
crackdown on illicit tobacco, with Tobacco 
Licensing Victoria to begin enforcing 
Victoria’s new tobacco licensing scheme 
this week.

Minister for Casino, Gaming and Liquor 
Regulation Enver Erdogan last week 
announced inspectors will start compliance 
and enforcement operations, working with 
legitimate retailers to meet their licensing 
requirements and gathering intelligence 
to take action against operators selling 
illicit tobacco.

“Inspectors will be out in the community 
and won’t hesitate to act on operators 
who think they can ignore the law,” Mr 
Erdogan said.

“This scheme gives Victoria Police and 
other agencies the intelligence and powers 
they need to crack down on organised crime.

“If you are doing the wrong thing and 
dealing in illegal tobacco, you will get caught 
and you will face the toughest penalties 
in Australia.”

Inspectors will undertake compliance and 
enforcement operations to ensure businesses 
are meeting their licensing obligations, and 
take strong action against stores breaking 
the law.

Under tough new penalties, anyone found 

Since the scheme started on July 1, 2025, 
Tobacco Licensing Victoria has received more 
than 4100 licence applications, with more than 
2000 licenses now granted.

Lions Tool Depot
THE Alexandra Lions Club’s tool library 
has been renamed as the Alexandra Tool 
Depot, as most of the items are being 
donated to people. Only some of the more 
expensive tools are loan only.

There is already a great selection of basic 
tools at the Tool Depot, as well as gloves 
and goggles.

The tool depot is looking for donations 
of used and new tools.

If you can’t come into Alexandra, they 
can deliver tools to local relief hubs for 
pickup or they can come out to you.

The Alexandra Tool Library is located 
at the Lions Club of Alexandra Sheds at 9 
Lamont Street, Alexandra. For enquiries, 

Applications open for 
Power Saving Bonus

ELIGIBLE concession card households can 
claim the $100 Power Saving Bonus payment 
by applying online at the Victorian Energy 
Compare website.

If you need help to apply, visit one of 
259 participating Neighbourhood Houses 
across the state, or call the Victorian Energy 

One payment is available per household for 
eligible concession card holders, including 
Health Care card, Pensioner Concession card, 
Veterans’ Affairs Pensioner Concession card, 
and Veterans’ Affairs Gold card.

Visit compare.energy.vic.gov.au to claim 

offers while you’re there.

Redress for 
historical 

institutional abuse
IF you experienced abuse and/or neglect as a 
child in institutions in Victoria prior to 1990, 
you can apply for Redress. Redress has been 
set up to recognise and acknowledge what 
happened, and the harm caused.

Support is available to applicants, at 
any stage of the process, through free and 

No amount of money can ever make 
up for what happened, but there can be 
acknowledgement of what has happened in 
the past and support can be provided to to 
address the impacts of abuse and neglect.

To apply, visit services.dffh.vic.gov.au/
redress

Child sexual 
abuse at schools 

prior to 2000
THE Forum for Truth and Recognition is 
providing people with a safe and respectful 
space to share their experiences of child 
sexual abuse in Victorian government 
schools and certain non-government 
schools prior to the year 2000.

Angela Connors, Chair of the Forum, 
is hearing directly from people who 
have experienced child sexual abuse in 
Victorian schools by a relevant employee.

The experiences shared will contribute 
to a public record that recognises people’s 
trauma and the lifelong and far-reaching 
impacts of child sexual abuse.

People have the choice of meeting with 
Ms Connors in-person or online to share 
their experiences or by making a written 
or creative submission. Experiences can 

or publicly.
The Forum encourages people to 

participate by contacting the Forum or 
making a submission up until Wednesday, 
March 18.

Ms Connors is scheduled to deliver 
her report to the Premier of Victoria 
in mid-2026.

To participate, contact the Forum on 
contact@

truthandrecognition.vic.gov.au. More 
information is available on their website.

What are the 
tax implications 
following a fire?

THE post-fire recovery can have tax 
implications, some helpful and some 
potentially challenging.

spokesperson said, “If you’ve been 
affected by an event or natural disaster 

We understand that family and property 
are your priority at this time. We’ll give 
you time to recover and help you sort out 
your tax affairs when you’re ready. We 
generally stop sending correspondence to 
people in areas affected by major disasters. 
Once the crisis has passed, we can help 
you get back on track.

“Depending on your situation, we may 
be able to give you extra time to pay tax 
or lodge tax returns, activity statements 
or other obligations, set up a payment plan 
tailored to your individual situation, or 
remit penalties or interest charged during 
the time you’ve been affected.”

For more information on what support 
is available in your circumstances, visit 
tinyurl.com/ycyshe9d or phone the ATO’s 
Emergency support line on 1800 806 218.

Whether an insurance payout is subject to 
tax depends on what you received the payout 
for and your individual circumstances.

Insurance payouts for damaged or 
destroyed personal items or assets, such 

furniture or electrical goods, are generally 
not taxable and don’t need to be declared 
as income.

However, there can be tax consequences, 
where the insurance payout relates to 

you more than $10,000, a collectable, such 
as a painting, jewellery or antiques, that 
cost you more than $500, property used 
to earn assessable income, for example, a 
rental property, business premises or part 
of a home used to run a home business.

elections that may be available to Small 
Business owners and those involved in 
primary production businesses.

For more information on the tax 
consequences of receiving an insurance 
payout as a result of a disaster, visit tinyurl.
com/yc6ashap, or contact a registered tax 
agent for advice.

Businesses that lodged their application 
before February 1 can continue trading while 
their application is assessed.

Tobacco Licensing Victoria can suspend or 
cancel licenses, seize illegal tobacco products 
and take court action.

Inspectors will also work closely with 
Victoria Police and other enforcement 
agencies, providing intelligence as part of 
broader efforts to disrupt organised crime 
and illicit tobacco supply chains.

Victor ia Police cont inue to run 
intelligence-led operations targeting organised 
crime groups involved in illicit tobacco.

Tobacco Licensing Victoria will provide 
regulatory intelligence to support these 
broader investigations, enabling police to use 

their additional powers, including executing 
warrants and dismantling criminal supply 
chains, to disrupt illegal activity at every 
level of the market.

Victorians can also report stores selling 
illegal tobacco via the Tobacco Licensing 
Victoria website. A list of licensed tobacco 
retailers and wholesalers will be publicly 
available and regularly updated.

The Victorian Budget 2025/26 included $46 
million to establish the new licensing scheme 
and regulator, which oversees the legal supply 
of tobacco products in Victoria including 
licensing, compliance and enforcement.

For more information or to apply for a 
tobacco licence, visit vic.gov.au/tobacco-
licensing
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Crossword
ACROSS
1. The children of your 

son or daughter.
8. Converts ordinary 

language into code.
9. An abrupt spasmodic 

movement.
10. A tiny, scarcely 

detectable amount.
12. Enters one’s name on 

a membership list.
16. Move smoothly and 

effortlessly.
18. Not the same as the ones 

already mentioned.
20. House lizard found on 

walls in warm climates.
21. A rise in the temperature 

of the body.
23. Open disrespect for 

a person or thing.
26. Large edible marine 

crustacean.
29. Festive occasion for an 

athletic competition.
31. Move gently and 

carefully into place.
33. Dumped down with 

a heavy thud.
34. Firms that eradicate 

rodents and insects.

DOWN
2. Meat cooked a short 

time to retain redness.
3. Cut very slightly, with a razor.
4. Pickled flower bud used 

in pungent sauces.
5. Considered the 

best of its kind.

6. Refrain from certain 
behaviour.

7. The departure of an 
actor from the stage. 

9. Run or ride at a 
steady slow trot.

11. A simple tune for 
instrumental performance.

13. Person with dark skin 
who comes from Africa

14. Predatory black-and-
white toothed whales.

15. Not carefully arranged 
in a package.

17. The liquid obtained by 
leaching wood ashes.

19. The organ we use for hearing.
21. A thick mist that 

reduces visibility.
22. Pass or slip by.
24. A person’s financial standing.
25. Indicates the maiden name 

of a married woman.
27. A blossom on a 

flowering plant.
28. Something of 

sentimental value.
30. The highest point 

of something.
32. Mark left by the healing 

of injured tissue.

C R X B E B U X B T O B B I A
U H M B O Y C M N D Q B M D Z
S U O N U H D E S T R A E H T
O E F C U K M N I P Z Z C G D
J R S K O E C H A M P A G N E
H O V S G L Y O F C N D E M L
M M F A I B A L O D L I T B D
N A G I I K O T L B R K F I N
A N K M Q W D E E F F D R G E
E C V V E C L V L S O G Y N I
Z E L R T I N R I Q J P N L R
E T S Q G N I C N A D Z W J F
K X V H E G V X Z U S D N L Y
Z U T M U F R D C M R U M N O
R E S T A U R A N T W F T H B

Valentines Day

Word Search Sudoku

Math Square

Difficulty: Very Hard
Fill in the boxes using the numbers 1 to 9. 

Every row and column and every group 
of 9 boxes inside the thicker lines must 

contain each number and letter only once.

Fill in the missing numbers.
The missing values are the whole numbers 

between 1 and 9. Each number is only  
used once. Each row is a math equation.  

Each column is a math equation.  
Remember that multiplication and division are 

performed before addition and subtraction.

Maze

BOYFRIEND

CANDLELIGHT

CHAMPAGNE

CHOCOLATES

DANCING

ENGAGEMENT

FLOWERS

GIRLFRIEND

HEARTS

KISSES

RESTAURANT

ROMANCE

Word Search - Words starting with “B”

Colouring Page

Jokes

BACKPACK

BALLOONS

BANANA

BASKETBALL

BEACH

BEDROOM

BICYCLE

BLACKBOARD

BOWL

BRICK

BROTHER

BUBBLES

BULL

BUNNY

 J S N O O L L A B B B T G I O

 I G X R P S D Q X P O D C A R

 J Q K W L I X B E V R W I S Q

 M N H I S M L G Q A A B L W W

 T D P C X M A J O H O U G T W

 O E Q L A H U B Z M H B Q T K

 L L A B T E K S A B N B J P C

 I Y X M K C B M B Q P L L P A

 Z O Z C A E Q O R I Q E S B P

 P X I L A U P O B E C S C R K

 S R B U N N Y R U X H Y I B C

 B M U S O A G D L K B T C M A

 B A N A N A K E L R I Z O L B

 Z P C F B L H B J O T C P R E

 Y I J Y B C B Z A L E G T I B

Math Square
Fill in the  
missing numbers.

The missing values are 
the whole numbers 
between 1 and 9. 

Each number is 
only used once.

Each row is a 
math equation.

Each column is a 
math equation.

Remember that 
multiplication and division 
are performed before 
addition and subtraction.

Q: What is worse than it 
raining cats & dogs?

A:  Hailing taxi’s

Q: Why was 
6  afraid of 7?

A: Because 7, 8, 9.

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

SOLUTIONS 
Page 14
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Sales, Service 
and Parts

03 5775 2711

AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY

Taggerty
Vet Clinic
Dr Rebecca Parth

BVSc
0403 012 996

Consultations strictly
by appointment

All Animals 
Large & Small

ANIMAL SERVICES

Christopher Edwards
0405 554 915

info@chris-tv.com.au
Sec Reg: 997-462-60s

• TV & FM radio antennas 
• Extra TV wall points
• Surround sound systems
• Data points & mesh WIFI

• Starlink, VAST & Foxtel installs 
• TV brackets & wall mount TVs
• Home theatre
• CCTV security systems

Fully InsuredFully Registered

ANTENNAS

At Alexandra Service Centre we 
er a wide ran e  ervice

• Log book servicing
• General servicing
• Fleet car servicing
• Mechanical repairs
• RACV Roadside Assist
• Towing
• RACV re rchase nspec ons
• Roadworthys
• Trailer servicing
• Car ba eries
• Auto electrical repairs 
• Air condi oning

We now have several courtesy cars 
available when booking a service or repairs

C e in and ee t e tea  at
A e ter Street  Alexandra

ne   

AUTOMOTIVE

RUBBISH REMOVAL

CALL SIMON GOODMAN

0409 997 632

DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL

SKIP BINS
22 BON ST, ALEXANDRA

Alexandra
Builders Waste
Household Waste

6m Walk In Bins
3m Bins

LW
C

01
93

BIN HIRE

BLINDS & CURTAINS

*BAS  *IAS  *Superannuation  
*Accounts Receivable

  *Accounts Payable *Payroll

TURNOVER 
BOOKKEEPING

Ph Trevor Turner 
0419 575 176

BOOKKEEPING

Alexandra
BRICKLAYING

CONCRETE & PAVING
No job too big or too small

Free quotes
Call Jarrod, James and Corey

0409 190 502

EM
C

00
32

BRICKLAYING

NEW HOMES EXTENSIONS
RENOVATIONS  DECKS 

 SWIMMING POOLS

SCOTT HILL
Registered Builder

0439 730 824

RBP - DBU 47736   HIA 1169777

info@hbiconstructions.com.au
hbiconstructions.com.au

BUILDERS & CARPENTERS

Stain removal 
Urine treatment 
Upholstery cleaning
Carpet steam cleaning 
Tile and grout cleaning 

Ph 0427 322 124 
admin@gvrestorations.com.au  

CARPET CLEANING

CONVEYANCING

0439 842 030

- COMMERCIAL

- SPLIT SYTEMS

- NEW INSTALLATIONS

- MAINTENANCE

- INDUSTRIAL

- UNDERGROUNDS

- NEW HOMES

- BREAKDOWNS

ELECTRICIANS

ELECTRICIANS

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

• Domestic / Commercial
• Undergrounds 

• Cable Locations • Trenching
• Solar Installations & Batteries

Ph 0418 543 310
info@e-tec.net.au

www.etecelectrical.com.au Rec No 12906MM00042

EM
C

00
92

EXCAVATION & EARTHMOVING

Buxton Excavation
& Gravel Supplies

House and shed site cuts                         
rivewa  and road construc on 

Drainage and erosion works
Da  construc on and clean outs

egeta on ulching
Ha ardous tree re oval 

ravel ock Soil Sand su lies                        
20 Ton excavators                                                       
5 Ton excavator                                                        

uad axle oat                                                   
Ti  truck and trailer                                           

Darren 0447 198 740 
Barney 0488 016 820

• ROADWORKS
• DAM WORK
• HORSE ARENAS
• GRAVEL SUPPLIES
• HOUSE & SHED SITES

Burchall Earthmoving

Phone Shane 
0418 589 240

Owner operator with local knowledge
MM00128

EMC0082

Phone 5773 4242 Mobile 0428 577 951

---- FOR HIRE ----
   D6T dozer                    D5M dozer
   Cat 12 h/grader           Tipper 
   16T excavator              Water cart
                    Hay and Silage
Ernie Hadfield (20 years experience) 

0429 931 127

EXCAVATOR HIRE

Email: reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

DEADLINE: 12 NOON THURSDAYS

5772 1002

Book your space 
in our trades 

directory today!
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CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

MATH SQUARE

KIDS - MATH SQUARE

MAZE

Servicing the Murrindindi Shire
for 35 years

on site 24 hour service
Automotive glass 
Household needs 
Shower screens 

Shop fronts 

Ph Steve Heard
YOUR LOCAL GLAZIER

0427 577 839

ALEXANDRA 
WINDSCREENS

& GLASS

GLAZIERS

LEGAL SERVICES

1560 Goulburn Valley Highway, Alexandra

EM
C

01
39

Louise Brennan

Mobile 0418 414 875
Phone 5773 2298 Fax 5773 2294

K
M

C
00

09

MECHANICAL REPAIRS

Alexandra Motorcycles

VACC MEMBER
65 Downey Street (near secondary college)

PH 5772 1045

• Road, Enduro, Quad, Side by Side repairs

EM
C

44
59

PAINTERS

ANDREW WOOD
0488 559 091

DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL, GAS FITTING, HOT WATER SERVICES, 
SEWER, SEPTIC, HEATING & EMERGENCY SERVICE

PLUMBERS

0357721205 | www.simpsonsfuel.com.au

Supplying bulk fuels to your farm or business.

Lubricant specialists, catering for all your needs
with Mobil and Prolube lubricants,

greases and solvents.

24
HRS

Ampol Alexandra

Ampol Eildon

Mansfield Diesel Stop
24

HRS

SERVICE STATIONS

Advanced 
TREE CARE

Servicing N.E. Victoria

Tree Removal Chipping Qualified 
Climbers & Arborists Fully Insured

Falling Mulching Stump Removal 
Tower Hire  Free Quotes

0449 810 683
(03) 5778 7479

Please call 
Michael on

TREE SERVICES

TREE & STUMP REMOVALS
Servicing Murrindindi and Mansfield Shires

5778 9603     JASON     0413 671 066

• Commercial and residential block clearing

• Deadwood and weight reduction

• 24-hour emergency call outs

• Tree and stump removal

• Pruning and shaping

• 3.6 Tonne excavator

• Insurance works

• Storm damage

oval

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

Andrew Bates: 0488 990 393
Kate Hill: 0407 555 440

FULLY
INSURED

Water Bores
Extensive experience in drilling for water in Mansfield, 

Alexandra and surrounding areas.
Established since 1976

For answers to all your questions and a
no obligation free quote contact GRAHAM BRENNAN
Phone/Fax: (03) 9436 1982   Mobile: 0409 362 289

5
5
D

1
2
0
7
0
/0

4
1
2

northwest.drilling@bigpond.com
www.northwestdrilling.com.au EM

C
18

40

WATER BORING

0491 795 157
Delivering drinking water to

Alexandra & surrounding areas

NEEDWATER?
Delivering drinkinn

Alexandra & surrouu

WATER CARTAGE

Bushfire 
contractor pay

THE Victorian Opposition recently 
expressed concern that multiple contractors 
providing heavy machinery supporting 
summer’s bushfire effort hadn’t yet 

in December.
They said that in many cases, the 

outstanding amounts tally into the 
hundreds of thousands of dollars for 
individual contractors, with an estimated 
$15 million in total.

Leader of The Nationals and Shadow 
Minister for Emergency Services, Danny 
O’Brien said contractors have been told 
Forest Fire Management Victoria (FFMV) 
hasn’t paid them because they don’t have 
the staff to process timesheets.

Mr O’Brien put this to the government 
during Question Time, and Environment 
Minister Steve Dimopoulos said FFMV 
was not focussed on ‘bookkeeping’.

Mr O’Brien said Labor’s payment 
tardiness was unacceptable and was 
placing enormous pressure on small 
businesses with very large overheads.

He added, “These contractors are doing 
incredible work in dangerous conditions to 

payment is threatening their businesses.”
When contacted about the issue, a 

Victorian Government Spokesperson said, 
“We acknowledge and thank all of the 
work done by everyone involved in the 

safe. DEECA has increased its resources 
and put on additional staff to support faster 
payments to contractors. Any outstanding 
payments are being addressed as priority.”

Recovery and 
wellbeing 

boost for local 
schools

DEPUTY Premier and Minister for Education 
Ben Carroll recently announced the schools in 

will share in $2 million of additional funding 
to address the immediate mental health and 
wellbeing needs of students.

The funding will be delivered as a top-
up to impacted public schools’ existing 
Schools Mental Health Fund, enabling them 
to purchase additional evidence-based mental 
health and wellbeing support.

including where students and staff have 
experienced loss of property or disruption.

Locally, these schools include Eildon 
Primary School ($30,404), Buxton Primary 
School ($30,404), Alexandra Primary School 
($37,500), Yea Primary School ($37,500), 
Alexandra Secondary College ($75,000) and 
Yea High School ($75,000).

The funding will provide impacted public 
schools with access to increased recovery 
and wellbeing support, focusing on trauma-
informed support as well as disaster, grief 
and loss programs.

This boost supports the government’s 
Recovery and Resilience Model for schools, 
an evidence-based framework which includes 
the core features of routine and safety, health 
and wellbeing, belonging and connectedness.

New uniforms, books and other educational 
items can also be replaced through State 
Schools’ Relief. Schools can also apply 
for additional support through the School 
Breakfast Club Program.

Minister Carroll said, “We want our 
students and staff across the state to know 
we are behind them every step of the way, 
and help restore a sense of safety and calm 
to our school communities.

wellbeing, and we are putting every effort in 
place to mitigate the trauma and disruption 
they have caused.”
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We’re Hiring 
Friendly Dental Assistant 

Love making patients smile? 
Our family focused practice in Alexandra 

Dental Clinic needs a bubbly, reliable 
Dental Assistant to join our team. 
No weekends, great culture, and 

competitive pay. If you have 1+ years 
experience and a positive attitude, 

we want to hear from you. 

No experience? We are willing to train 
the right, energetic candidate. 

If you are hardworking, eager to learn, 
and love helping people, this is 

your chance. Send your resume to 
manager@alexandradental.com.au

SITUATION VACANT

A position has become available
with Alexandra Newspapers to join

our busy team.

JOB REQUIREMENTS:
• Excellent customer service;
•  Excellent communication skills and
   phone manner;
•  Computer skills essential. Email, Excel
    and Word a must;
•  Previous admin experience an advantage;
• To be respectful, friendly and punctual;
•   Ability to work in a small close knit team;
• Have the ability to work within strict

deadlines;
•  Proof reading will be a requirement at times;
•  Ability and willingness to learn new tasks;
•  On job training will be provided.

TASKS:
• Telephone duties, ringing customers and
    answering enquries; 
•  Assisting customers in person;
•   Accepting advertising and processing
    payments via EFT in person and over the
    phone;
•  Assist with preparation of weekly

newspapers and associated tasks;

    admin duties;
• Client follow up;
•   This position is not limited to the above
    tasks
Please email cover letter and resume 
addressing above criteria with three 
references to 
manager@alexandranewspapers.com.au

Closing date February 27, 2026.

PART TIME
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Monday-Friday 9am-3pm
27.5hrs per week

ARE YOU A MULTI-TASKER
 WITH A CAN DO ATTITUDE?

Rental and Sales
Alexandra

Treadmills, X- trainers, 
exercise bikes, rowers

and more.
PH:0407 231 377

FOR HIRE

ATV KAWASAKI 
MULE. 4010 Diesel 
Turbo 900cc. 4WD

H/L auto. Elec 
winch. Dual battery 
(new), hyd tipper, 
driving lights and 

spot light, gun 
holders x 2. UHF 

radio, low hrs(1143). 
$15,000 or 

Located in Euroa. 
Ph 0477 991 411

FOR SALE

ISA BROWN LAYERS
- POL, $35 each. Phone 
5798 1868. Pick-up in 
Alexandra or Yea. 
beckysfreerange@gmail.com

PETS & 
LIVESTOCK

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Call 5772 1002 now to book your ad today! 

Fax: 5772 1603 or Email: reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

Community meeting held in Yea
A COMMUNITY meeting was held on 
Thursday, February 5 at the Yea Shire Hall to 

Mayor Damien Gallagher emceed the 

He spoke about the wonderful volunteer 
efforts in the shire, along with the vital 

Jamie Hanson was the CFA Incident 

explained that the control centre had to be 
moved from Alexandra to Seymour due to the 

A full interview with Jamie will be included 

Mariela Diaz, CEO of Emergency Recovery 
Victoria, and Jeff Ryan from Forge Solutions, 

Attendes also heard from Murrindindi’s 
Community and Development Director 
Andrew Paxton who spoke about the 
assessments being done by the shire, as well 

There were also representatives from the 
Department of Family Affairs and Housing 

Anne Leadbeater, who works nationally 
on disaster recovery, said, “I have to say that 
research and experience tells us that where 
we are right now, three to four weeks after 

the disaster, is about the hardest place we 

People have been running on adrenaline for 
four weeks and also trying to come to terms 
with the enormity of this event and what the 

it can be very common for the impacts of 
disasters that start impacting on your sleep 

three o’clock in the morning and not able 

normally are, you might be forgetting to drink 
water, all of those things that we normally 
just do automatically can get sidetracked by 

She later added, “Be on the lookout for 

than waiting for it to go wrong and then 

trying to seek the help to stop it going on in 

trusted friend or family member, your GP, a 

the load, and that’s going to make it easier for 
you to manage day to day, also manage for 

To watch the full meeting, visit facebook.
com/share/v/1CDpBGeDL9/

BREANNA Stillman, neice 
of locals Josie and Murray 
Parsons, was chosen to sing 
the Australian National 
Anthem as the Australian 
team marched into the stadium 
during the opening ceremony 

Breanna has also been 
invited to give performances 

Kenya, she uses music to 
inspire children from slum 

Breanna has previously 
participated in Opera at the 
Pondage, delighting locals 

She said of her appearance 
at the Winter Olympics, “As 
an Australian living abroad, 
sharing my voice in front of 
the Olympic team, athletes 
who embody the very best of 

Australian talent, dedication 

Building bridges, creating 
dialogue and representing 
Australia through music is 

a responsibility I carry with 

moment I will always carry 

Breanna Stillman. -S

Lions and Rotary hold social get-together

Alexandra Lions members enjoying a chat at On Point Brewery on Friday, January 30. -AR

Greg, Helen, Simon and John. -AR
Members of Alexandra Rotary enjoying a tipple 
after a long couple of weeks. -AR

Breanna Stillman chosen to 
sing anthem at Winter Olympics
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ADDOC farewells Pam Poole
by Jeanne Roberts

THERE are changes ahead for the 
Alexandra and District Dog Obedience 
Club this year. Firstly, there is a new 
training Ground at the Showgrounds in 
Alexandra. This will provide an area 
specifically for members and their 
dogs. The club is run by volunteers, 
instructors and committee members.

At the end of last year, the club 
farewelled one of its long serving 
volunteers, Pam Poole. Pam joined 
ADDOC in 2008 and she very quickly 
became involved in all the activities 
on offer. She participated in public 
appearances at local markets, the 

RSPCA walk around the Pondage, 
club workshops and the day out at the 
Alexandra Show.

Over this period, she has shared her 
love of and passion for dogs, with a 
kelpie, a gordon setter, plus several 
German shepherds, poodles and now 
Belgian malinois. Dogs are an excellent 
judge of character, and they have all 
loved/or love her and work beautifully 
for her.

She showed her commitment 
to ADDOC by being an Instructor 
for Level Five, as well as coaching 
and judging the CCD (Community 
Companion Dog), CD (companion 
Dog) and Obedience for our Members 

Competitions. She also made her mark 
as the creative inspiration behind the 
Obedience Demonstration Team. In 
addition to all this she served as a 
committee member.

She was a source of inspiration to 
her students and a good friend who 
has decided it is now time to move on. 
The club will miss her but hope she 
comes back to visit occasionally. The 
club wished her all the very best with 
her ongoing obedience competitions 
and in the show ring.

Contact ADDOC if you are interested 
in classes. Classes are held at the 
showgrounds every Sunday morning. 
Email alexdogclub@gmail.com Pam Poole. -S

Lions Club: 
providing 
support 

following the fire
by Bob Cooper, Lions Club 
of Alexandra
THE new year for the Alexandra Lions 

meeting, held at the Corner Hotel on 
Wednesday, February 4. The meeting 
was well attended with club members 
and participating visitors enjoying each 
other’s company.

Special guest speaker for the evening 
was well known and respected long 
time local resident, Penny Paxman. 
Penny gave some interesting insights 
into ways through which individuals, 
and groups, could help themselves 
recover from traumatic situations in 

being classic examples of this. Penny 
spoke about her booklet, Riding the 
Ripples, 7 Steps to Getting Back on 
Your Surfboard After a Wipeout. 
The hints and suggestions contained 

to many in our local community, and 
beyond. Penny’s presentation was 
much appreciated.

Also attending that evening were two 
locals, Joanne and Ian Lakeland, who 
were inducted and welcomed as new 
members of Alexandra Lions. We wish 
them a happy and productive time in 
their service to the community.

step into the new Lions year, much had 
already been done and achieved by the 
club membership. One such event was 
the catering for the drivers of in excess 
of 70 Need for Feed truck drivers 
delivering hay to the needy farming 
communities, local and beyond.

Lunch was provided for all on the 
day, followed by a tea time snack as the 

Alexandra Lions also served breakfast 
at Rotary Park the next morning. 
Well done.

With so many farmers and others 
needing help with repair work, many 
of them having lost all of their tools 

Lions have established a ‘Tool Library’, 
now renamed ‘Tool Depot’, providing 
that much need support where and 
when needed.

On a lighter note, many of the 
members of Alexandra Rotary, 
Alexandra Lions and visiting Blaze 
Aid personnel, met recently for a very 
convivial social get-together which was 
much enjoyed and appreciated.

As we are all very much aware, 
there is still so much more to be 
done to help others, to support those 

and their aftermath. Alexandra Lions 
will be there to assist.

THE Upper Goulburn Landcare 
Network (UGLN) are helping 
farmers and others who did 
not have insurance or adequate 
insurance to cover their loss of 
fencing that resulted from the 
disastrous ‘Longwood fires’ 
that commenced on Thursday, 
January 8.

UGLN’s fencing work will be 
coordinated by Chris Cobern, 
who has vast experience from 
previous fires including the 

actual work will be split into 
two components.

The first is the removal of 
damaged fences and preparation 
for the rebuilding. Much of this 
work will be carried out by 
volunteers directly supervised 
by Chris. Many of these 
volunteers will be staff of various 
corporations, such as the NAB 
and ANZ.

The second component is 
fence reconstruction. This work 
will be carried out under the 
overall coordination of Chris but 
managed on a day-to-day basis 
by an experienced fencer assisted 
by volunteers.

In carrying out the work, 
UGLN volunteers will use plant 
and equipment donated to UGLN 
by the Uniting Church in Benalla. 
This equipment was used after the 

and UGLN to rebuild fences on 
affected properties. Tools and 

sundry equipment are either 
part of the donated equipment, 
donated by others or purchased. 
All actual fencing materials will 
be supplied by the landowners.

Volunteers will be given 
proper training in toolbox 
meetings before commencing 
work each day. First aid will 
be available and adequate food 
and water provided. Volunteers 
will be covered by personal 
accident insurance. The overall 
programme is anticipated to last 
for at least two years.

UGLN will need volunteers to 
assist with all the above work. 
Experience in fencing would be 
helpful but not essential as a lot of 
the work especially the clean up 
and preparation is unskilled work 
involving cutting and coiling 
of damaged wire, extracting 
burnt or damaged posts and end 
assemblies and general clean up. 
Protective equipment, water and 
lunches are provided.

This is an opportunity for 
members of Landcare groups 
and the community to assist 
those who have been so badly 

that volunteers would commit to 
work on a particular property for 
a day or days together with other 
volunteers as required.

Interested people should 
contact Chris Cobern on 0413 855 
490 or by email ugln.projects@
ugln.net

Landcare members at a property wich required re-fencing. -S

Landcare members hard at work. -S

Landcare leading 
bushfire fencing project
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Murrindindi Little Aths at 
Regional Athletics Competition
OVER the weekend, a determined group 

of Murrindindi Little Athletes braved the 

Bendigo heat to compete at the Regional 

Athletics Competition. 

Across two big days, seven athletes took 
on 28 events, delivered 18 personal bests, and 
proudly brought home 17 medals.

The club says a huge thank you goes to 
the parents and siblings who volunteered 
throughout the event. Your support keeps 

opportunities like this possible, and the 
whole club is grateful for the time and energy 
you give.

Best of luck to the athletes who have 

March. 

Logan Steiner with his medals. -S Shiloh Clacy had some success in Bendigo. -SZoe Coller with her medal. -S

Cheyanne Richards from Murrindindi and 
Georgia Robertson from Shepparton. -S

Some of the Murrindindi Little Athletics group at the Regional Athletics Competition in Bendigo. -S

Competing in the heat. -S

Levi Campbell with his medals. -S

Alexandra Squash Club starts up for 2026
by Kristelle Leary

Monday competition 
Magpies versus Crows

ETHAN versus Robbie: Some great rallies. 

joined the weekly pennant and making a 

56 to 49.

back and everyone was a bit rusty. As the 
match went on Randy found his range to take 
the lead and the match. 86 to 48.

too strong for Chris, putting in four solid 
games. Justin’s practice and competitions 
over summer have really paid off helping 
him in his victory. 83 to 47.

John versus Jim: John jumped to a lead 
with his precision game. The next three 
games were a slug-fest with neither player 

game was the difference and the clincher in 
John’s win. 58 to 50.

Pelicans versus Cockatoos

to leave for basketball, Jim took his place 
for the rest of the match. Jordan was holding 
ground against Tyler who picked up his game 
in second half. Tyler couldn’t quite pull off 
the win. 62 to 59.

Jess versus Liane: Jess raced out of the 
blocks to set up a lead that was maintained 
for the rest of the match. A fun match to 
watch. 61 to 46.

Mark versus Ben F: Mark makes his return 
after a 10-year break. He still has it going 
toe-to-toe all the way to the end, tying the 
match with Ben. 56 to 56.

Michael H versus Phil: Michael took a 
strong lead. Phil stepped up a level this 
pennant and had a tough two games at the 

start but steadied to make Michael work for 
it. Michael claimed the victory. 62 to 45.

Wednesday competition 
Freightliners versus Scanias

Nicole versus Ben H: Starting slow, Nicole 

made her presence known by claiming the 
next three games to triumph in her debut. 
53 to 46.

Sam versus Travis: A familiar feud 
between two well matched players. While 
Travis played in a competition over the break, 
Sam has not been on the court since last year. 
At the end of the third game Travis was up 

game to draw, crowning Travis the match 
winner with a one-point lead. 63 to 62.

Michael M versus Justin: Michael M 
opened with a winning game only to have 
Justin return with ferocity and a newfound 
focus. Making the most of each point, Justin 

swung through to win the rest of the games 
and the match. 64 to 50.

Kenworths versus Macks
Matthew versus Jessica: A close and 
entertaining match. It was two games each 
with Jessica holding control in the middle 
and Matthew taking games one and four. 
With only a three-point difference, Jessica 
took victory. 55 to 52.

should have been a good match was a sad 

lack basic squash skills on the night. Travis 
absolutely trashed his opponent. 80 to 46.

on his running shoes to keep up with Daniel 

drives down the wall were deep. Daniel W 
had a good match, making a decent score, 
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Merton cricketers leap to top of WDCA ladder
MERTON cricketers travelled to the North 
Wangaratta Oval to take on Rovers Bruck 
United in a match that was a must win for 
both sides with Merton second on the ladder 
and Rovers third.

Merton won the toss and batted making a 
respectable 6/182 off the allocated 36 overs. 
A solid second wicket partnership between 
Murray Sutton 67 and 17 yr old James Benton 
78 not out, the pair involved in a 110 run 
partnership which would set up the game 
for the visitors.

James Campbell with 4/25 the leading 
wicket taker for Rovers. The 182 victory target 
was a little under par in trying conditions and 
a quick outfeild with the home sides key 

Merton would have to bowl well and 
take wickets for any chance of victory. The 
Merton opening bowling attack of Sutton 
1/14 and Luke Berriman 2/29 bowling well 
with good support from their teamates in the 

Henry Berriman again changed the game 

with Harry Craddock one wicket and the 
father son combination of Rohan and Henry 
Berriman removing the top scorer Jerrimy 
Ackroyd for 58 saw the home side all out in 
the last over for 163. James Campbell the other 
top bat for Rovers making 44.

The win has elevated Merton to the top 
of the Wangaratta and District Cricket 
Association B grade ladder with three rounds 

Beechworth Wanderers next Saturday at the 
Merton Cricket Ground (MCG).

Murray Sutton. -S

James Benton on his way to 78 not out. -S

Tuesday golf 
on a Monday at 

Alexandra Golf Club
by Dave Silverman
JUST for something completely different last 
week, Tuesday’s golf was actually played on 
Monday, as Elizabeth’s funeral was held on 
Tuesday at the clubrooms.

conditions, but despite the good weather, only 
one player bettered his handicap. That player 
was Lennie Jenkins, who brought in a score 
of 39 points to win the day comfortably from 
second-placed Russell Purcell, who had 35, 
and yours truly in third on 34.

Russell also claimed the only nearest the 
pin, with a good second shot on 17, and 
rundown vouchers went to Brad Newton 
and Perrin Gooding.

It was Monthly Medal for the ladies last 
Wednesday, so Stroke was the order of the 

greeted the seven players who teed it up early 
in the morning, and it was Sue Greatorex who 
burst from the pack to take the medal, with a 
very creditable 89 net 68. Ruth Worland was 
second with a net 70, and third spot went to 
Helen Findlay with a net 73.

Barb Doyle was the nine hole winner, with 
a net 38 on the back nine, and she and Sue 
shared the honour of having the fewest putts, 
with both ladies playing only 30 shots with 

with seven and 18 going to Helen.
Twenty members turned out for last 

Saturday’s competition, which was to be 
played, predictably, in warm to hot conditions. 
Sponsored by Burnsies Pizza, the February 
Monthly Medal round also incorporated 
round one of the Summer Cup, and round 
one of the Golden Putter.

The scoring was tight, especially at the 
top. Best of the day was Nigel Waterhouse, 
who took home the Medal with an 87 net 69. 
Second, third and fourth all recorded a net 70, 
respectively, Todd Galloway, Corey Jack and 

snapping at their heels with a net 71.
Nobody claimed the nearest the pin on two, 

and 18, and Corey got 12. Shane McGorlick 
needed only 27 putts, and took the honours for 

Two person Ambrose 
at Eildon Golf Club

by Puttamatic
LAST week Eildon Golf Club had 15 
players compete in a two person Ambrose 
competition, the weather was great but it did 
warm up by the end of play.

Winners for last week Sandi and Michael 
McLear with a net 64.5 on a countback from 
John Rachcoff and Phil Dally also with net 
64.5. The club’s ball run winners last week 
were Leigh Munro and Kerry Power with 
net 65.

Nearest the pin winners were Kerry Power 
on the 12th, Phil Dally on the 14th, but no 

winner was Ian Lakeland and the lucky 
swindle winner was Michael Lynch.

Next Saturday, February 14, Eildon will 
host the Murrindindi Masters proudly 
sponsored by FoodWorks and a huge thanks 
to the Reddrops family for their support and 
keeping this fantastic competition going and 
growing. Eildon are expecting close to 100 
players and given the recent weather, the 
course is in great condition due to the hard 

Liesfield Trophy at Marysville Golf Club
by Lesley Rundle
ON Saturday, February 7, all those 

were remembered.
The Marysville golfers played the annual 

four ball best ball stableford game in 

their Mother Elizabeth and all those who 
lost their lives that day.

The boys were keen and talented young 
golfers and had played in the February 
monthly medal on the morning of February 
7. Their Aunty Marianne and Uncle Colin 
have joined members for many years to 

and to present the cup. Last Saturday the 
club were thrilled to welcome them again 
from their home in Warrnambool.

after trophy with members keen to get 
their names engraved on the cup. The 2026 

and Keith Atwell with an excellent 45 
stableford points. The runners up were 
Helen Howard and Heather Jenkins with 
41 points on a countback from Gail Leigh 
and Margaret Blair. The nearest the pins 
were won by Ray Jones, Adam Littlejohn, 
Helen Howard and Brian Worcester who 
also won the Golden Shot.

The Thursday nine holers played 
Ambrose on the front nine holes and were 
pleased to welcome back Mark Alexander. 
With a decisive win Colin Davies (11), 
Geoff Ferguson (8) and Brian Worcester 
(10) won with a score of 26.2. The runners 
up were Gail Leigh and Keith Atwell with 
33 points. The nearest the pins went to 

Glen Rattay and Brian Worcester who 
after driving the ninth green was able to 
sink a 10-foot putt for a birdie.

Next Saturday members will be playing 
at Eildon Golf Club for the third round of 
the FoodWorks Murrindindi Masters. The 

February 28.
The Marysville members are preparing 

for a very busy period at the club with the 
annual Lakeside Challenge on Saturday, 
March 7, a golf clinic on Tuesday, March 
17, the Ladies Sandy Wilson Bowl on 
Thursday, March 26 and the Dalhousie 
Veterans on Tuesday, March 31. For 
information regarding spaces available 
in the Clinic on March 17 and the Junior 
Invitational Day on April 4 please refer to 
the golf club website or contact Heather 
Jenkins on 0429 146 763.
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Penultimate games of the year for Alexandra Bowls Club
by Marie Evans
THE Alexandra Bowls Club Championship 
Pairs were played last Sunday. The game was 
18 ends and took over three hours in what 
was hot conditions. Four very experienced 
and previous champions had a great game. 

Greg Gilmore and Larry Scott played Ian 
Harper and Graeme Matthews. Gilmore and 

game at eight all. Gilmore and Scott won the 
next four ends and led 14 to eight. Harper 
and Matthews had reduced that to be 13 to 
15 down by end 16. 

Gilmore and Scott won the last two ends to 
win 17 to 13. They will now play in the GV 
round of the Champion of Champion Pairs to 
be played at Tatura Bowls Club next Sunday.

There were some good results for the 
Alexandra Bowls Club in the penultimate 
pennant games of the season. Saturday 
Division Three played third placed 
Mooroopna Golf and had a very impressive 
win. Midweek Division Four had a very close 

game against East Shepparton in what could 
have gone either way. Saturday Division Five 
unfortunately shared the points with Seymour 
as the game was declared ‘unplayed’.

Midweek Division Four played away to East 
Shepparton and had two winning rinks. The 
best winning rink was Ken Argent (Skip), 
Greg Gilmore, Clive Murphy and Craig 
Parkinson. They won 21 to 16.  

Doug Cooper (Skip) Pauline Gilmore, 
Mal Gill and Peter Collyer also had a good 
win and defeated their opposition 19 to 15. 
Graeme Matthews (Skip), John Blamey, 
Martin Manning and Warren Nelson lost 
their game 16 to 28. East won the overall 59 
to 56. The last round of the season is at home 
to Murchison who are currently in third place 
on the ladder.

Saturday Division Three played at home 
against Mooroopna Golf who were in third 
place on the ladder. Alexandra had three 
winning rinks out of the four and won the 
overall 100 to 56. 

The best winning rink was Ian Harper 
(Skip), Graeme Matthews, Ken Argent and 
Malcolm Gill. They won 15 out of the 21 ends. 
The game was six all on end seven but the 
Alexandra rink then won the next six ends 
to be 25 to six up on end 13. Two impressive 
six shot wins on ends 10 and 11, certainly 

last eight ends to win comfortably 34 to nine. 
A tremendous result.

Greg Gilmore (Skip), Larry Scott, Andy 
Tobias and Lauren Gilchrist also had a 

seven. Alexandra had control of the game 
by end 14 and were 17 to nine up. Golf only 
managed to win two out of the last seven ends 
and Alexandra won 28 to 11.

Tim Langmead (Skip), Doug Cooper, Steve 
Kirby, and Ben Gilchrist won 12 out of the 
21 ends. They were 10 to one up on end four 
and led 12 to three on end seven. Alexandra 
was 13 to seven on end 12 and won the next 

Best Division Three winning rink of Graeme Matthews, Malcolm Gill, Ian 
Harper and Ken Argent. -S

Club Championship Pairs Larry Scott and Greg Gilmore. -S

SDCA wins the inaugural McIvor Challenge
SENIOR representative cricket has returned 
with a bang for the Seymour District 
Cricket Association (SDCA) following a 
convincing 56 run win over the Emu Valley 

McIvor Challenge.

for cricket in the region, providing an 

to go head-to-head in a one off match.

EVCA won the toss at Chittick Park and 
sent the SDCA in to bat with Josh Rudge 
(28) and Charles Davies (39) getting the side 

Rudge’s dismissal brought Lachlan Watts to 
the crease, allowing the competition’s leading 
player to stamp his authority on the contest.

Watts dominated the EVCA bowling 
attack, supported in a 57 run partnership 

with Lachlan Drummond (14). Watts was 
eventually dismissed for 99, with 14 fours 
and a six, showing his class at a higher level.

Cam Evans chipped in with a tidy innings 
of 22 not out to get the SDCA to 227 at the 
completion of their 45 overs.

Blake Munari-O’Dwyer got the SDCA off 
to a strong start with the ball, claiming two 
wickets in his opening spell before Watts 

came into the attack and chipped away at the 
EVCA middle order.

Across a game winning spell of nine overs, 
Watts claimed 4/40 and held two catches 

round performance.

wickets of the match as the SDCA got over 
the line by 56 runs.

SDCA Coach Cam Armstrong and Captain 
Lachlan Watts. -S

The victorious Seymour Club SDCA team. -S

Match reports 
for SDCA 

round
A Grade

YEA Tigers 1/55 (Z Macleod 31 not out) 
defeat Alexandra 51 (V Hewage 21, D 
Thompson 3/3, Z Macleod 3/9).

put in a dominant performance against 
Alexandra. It was Dylan Thompson (3/3) 
and Zayde Macleod (3/9) who led the way 
with the ball, supported by Biron Hardinge 
(2/13) and Jack Christie (2/15). Alexandra 
ended up all out for 51 with Vinu Hewage 
the only batsman to offer any resistance.

With the bat it was Macleod who backed 
up his strong bowling performance, 
making 31 not out off 26 to guide Yea to 
the win within 10 overs.

B Grade
Alexandra 182 (A Wood 53, L Ronalds 
45) defeated Yea Tigers 13 (T Ward 6/6).

out of the last four ends but Alexandra came 
away with a solid win of 21 to 12.

David Nicklos (Skip), Scott Ferrier, Craig 

nine on end four but had improved to be six 
to 13 by end 10. It was 11 to 15 on end 15. 
Alexandra had reduced that to trail 17 to 20 
on end 19. However, Golf won the last two 
ends to win 24 to 17.

Alexandra plays at home next week in the 
last game of the season. They play Euroa who 
are just holding on to second place by three 
points in front of Rushworth. Alexandra will 

a victory.
Division Five will play Seymour VRI at 

home in their last game and hopefully will be 
on the green in what has been a disappointing 
post-Christmas season.
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Carlton Blues inspire Alexandra 
Football Netball Club

ALEXANDRA Football Netball Club recently 
welcomed a special visit from Carlton 
Football Club, giving local junior players an 
unforgettable AFL experience. The excitement 
began with the Carlton players arriving in town 

Captain Chris Lynch, a memorable moment 
that set the tone for a fantastic afternoon.

Carlton players George Hewett, Francis 
Evans, Cooper Lord and Rob Monahan spent 

time on the ground running drills with junior 
players, sharing tips, signing autographs 
and posing for photos. They were joined by 
a group of Alexandra senior players, who 
volunteered their time to help run activities, 
support the younger players and showcase the 
strong connection between the club’s junior 
and senior programs.

The visit was co-organised by Alexandra 
Football Netball Club Junior Vice President 

Ben Van Leirop in conjunction with the Junior 
Goulburn Valley League and Club President 
Kylie Cairns.

The event was one of several off-season 
initiatives focused on strengthening 
junior pathways, community engagement 
and partnerships.

With Carlton Football Club now zoned to 
the Alexandra region, the club is hopeful 

relationship, creating more opportunities 
for local players to see, meet and learn from 
AFL players.

Club President Kylie Cairns said, “Seeing 
our juniors train alongside AFL players and 
having our senior players step up to support 
them is exactly what Alexandra Football 
Netball Club is all about, community, 
connection and creating opportunities for 
the next generation.”


