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New wind farm proposed
A NEW wind farm is being proposed for 
the Puzzle Range. The Puzzle Range is 
between the towns of Merton, Bonnie Doon 
and Fawcett.

The company behind the project is Tetris 
Energy. We spoke to their managing director, 
Frank Boland.

Mr Boland explained that Tetris Energy 
is Australian renewable energy developer. 
They’re headquartered in Melbourne and 
have staff across Australia. He said that the 
Puzzle Range project was introduced to them 
by some local landowners.

He commented, “It’s always a good way to 
initiate a project when it’s sort of introduced 
from a previous project. Some of our team 
developed the Cherry Tree Wind Farm near 
Seymour and after the success of that were 
introduced to some landowners in the Puzzle 
Range area which has the high voltage power 
lines that traverse that area, so they had the 
power lines that really supply Melbourne 
from the Snowy Hydro system, so they’re 
part of the main interconnection with NSW.

“For a new renewable energy project, it’s 
really important having high quality power 
lines because that’s the end of the game, to 

House fire in Yea
POLICE have arrested a teen following an 
arson in Yea on Wednesday, February 12.

a residential property in Lyons Street just 
after 2am.

The blaze became out of control and 

The 14-year-old Yea boy was arrested 
at hospital shortly after where he was 
located seeking treatment for minor 
injuries. He has been released pending 
further inquiries.

The students looking great in blue at the Yea High School House Swimming Sport last 
week. More images on pages 13 and 14. -S

really be able to deliver the power as cheap as 
possible and as reliable as possible. They’re 
a great asset to have there.”

Asked how many turbines they will be 
looking to install for the project, Mr Boland 
said, “It’s still evolving and we’re still 
speaking to interested people who want to 
be involved, and also measuring the wind 
and doing different surveys, but at this 
stage would sort of aiming for around 350 
megawatts, which for seven MW turbines 
is about 50 turbines, right across the quite 
a large area.”

They haven’t selected the height yet, but 
“the modern turbines these days range from 
130 to 150 metres, and each turbine will be 
around one and half hectares area with tracks 
and cable, so it’s a pretty small footprint, 
grazing right under, similar to Cherry Tree.

The project is still at early planning stage. 
Mr Boland said, “We’re doing preliminary 
studies and still speaking to interested people 
who want to be involved. And as I said, it was 
sort of landowner led and introduced project. 
So it’s evolved from that and we’ve added in 
neighbours who expressed interest. We’re also 
doing preliminary studies on ecology, wind 
resource monitoring and connection as well, 
with Ausnet, to the power lines. There’s lots 
of different pieces that will run concurrently 
at this stage.”

He said that community consultations will 
be very extensive, and that it’s already started 
through how the project originated. “We’re 
going around meeting with different people, 
interested or not interested. We’re really keen 
to get people’s opinion and that’s part of the 
success of the project is the community could 
be involved in shaping the design and also the 

roject. 
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Weekly Weather 
February 19 - February 25, 2025

Goulburn R at Lake Eildon D/S 9.00am Mon 2.20 steady below minor

Rubicon River at Rubicon 9.00am Mon 0.43 steady

Acheron River at Taggerty 9.43am Mon 0.56 steady below minor

Home Creek at Yarck 8.48am Mon 0.10 steady  

Yea River at Devlins Bridge 8.19am Mon 0.44 steady below minor

Yea River at Yea GV Water PS 9.21am Mon 0.24 steady below minor

Goulburn River at Ghin Ghin 9.00am Mon 4.10 steady

King Parrot Creek at Flowerdale 9.00am Mon 0.35 steady below minor

King Parrot Ck at Kerrisdale 9.00am Mon 0.09 steady 

Goulburn River at Trawool 9.00am Mon 1.84 steady below minor

Sunday Creek at Tallarook 9.00am Mon -0.08 steady below minor

Goulburn River at Seymour 9.00am Mon 2.05 steady below minor

Whiteheads Creek at Seymour 7.01am Mon 0.79 steady 

**ISSUED AT 9.46AM ON MONDAY, 17 FEBRUARY 2025

STATION NAME

RIVER HEIGHTS FOR THE GOULBURN CATCHMENT
TIME HEIGHT TENDENCY FLOOD CLASS

Alexandra ......................................... 7mm
Buxton..................... ....................... 12mm
Eildon (AWS) ..................................... 10mm
Flowerdale ...................................... 12mm
Jamieson ........................................... 6mm
Kinglake ......................................... 18mm
Lake Eildon .................................... 10mm
Mans eld. ......................................... 3mm
Taggerty ........................................... 4mm
Yarck .............................................. 11mm
Yea.................................................. 11mm

Above details for 7 days to 9am Monday

Height above sea level this week..................282.05m
Capacity as at 9am Monday..............................74.8%
Metres below full supply..................................6.85m
Daily in ow ..................................................500ML
Release........................................................ 6000ML
Eildon Pondage (may be subject to rapid change).................89%

DISTRICT RAINFALL

LAKE EILDON

Available from these retail outlets

Alexandra FoodWorks
Alexandra Newsagency
Alexandra Newspapers

Endeavour Yea
Hazeldene Store

Merton General Store
Seymour Newsagency
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Alexandra Newspapers Pty Ltd 43 Grant Street, Alexandra 
Victoria 3714. Material published in this edition is subject 
to copyright provisions, and cannot be used without the 
company’s permission. Alexandra Newspapers Pty Ltd accepts 
no responsibility for the unauthorised republication of such 
material. Printed by North East Media Wangaratta. Print Post 
Approved - PP 100000292
Independantly owned and operated with no association 

 with any other media outlet in the Murrindindi Shire.
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reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au
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TRADES and ONLINE DIRECTORY - Mary 
trades@alexandranewspapers.com.au

EDITOR Anne Richey
editorial@alexandranewspapers.com.au

(Bailey) journalist@alexandranewspapers.com.au 
(Milly) reporter@alexandranewspapers.com.au

SPORTS
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43 Grant Street -  PO Box 5, Alexandra 3714
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Alexandra District Health
5772 0900

Yea & District Memorial Hospital
5736 0400

In an emergency dial
000

Thursday 5pm

Thursday noon

Thursday 5pm

Monday noon

Monday 9am

Monday 10am

Monday 9am

Monday 10am

Real Estate

Trades & Services

Early General News

Classi eds

Editorial

Sports Editorial

Letters to the Editor

Thumbs up/down

DEADLINES

If you have any enquiries please do 
not hesitate to contact the o ce on

5772 1002 or  
reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

We thank you for your continued support

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
can be submitted via email to  

editorial@alexandranewspapers.com.au or 
reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au 

 or by mail to Alexandra Newspapers  
 PO Box 5, Alexandra 3714.

Letters must be 300 words or less. We will 
not publish defamatory letters, or content 
which is o ensive, threatening or containing 
personal attacks. Submitted letters may be 
edited before going to print.
All letters must contain writers name, 
address and contact number. (not necessarily 
for publication). Letters without these details 
supplied cannot not be published. Deadline 
for Letters to the Editor is 9am Monday.

McLeish 
petition to repair 

Whittlesea-Yea Road
MEMBER for Eildon Cindy McLeish is 
calling on the Victorian Government via a 
parliamentary e-petition to action repairs 
on the Whittlesea-Yea Road between 
Flowerdale and Kinglake West.

After being contacted by fed up locals 
and driving the road often herself, Ms 
McLeish said she knows the road is full 
of large, deep recurring potholes, failing 
surfaces and crumbling shoulders.

“Road users desperately want to see 

McLeish said.
“The hazardous road puts drivers at risk 

of accident and regularly causes damage 
to vehicles including busting rims and 

bursting tyres. It’s not uncommon to 
see cars pulled over with their hazard 
lights on.

“We need to ensure driver’s safety. It 
can be a tricky road at the best of times, 

“The government needs to listen to the 
community, take action and repair this 

Ms McLeish is encouraging everybody 
to sign and share the e-petition via the 
link, parliament.vic.gov.au/get-involved/
petitions/whittlesea-yea-road-between-

The e-petition closes March 31, 2025.

Diary Creek 
Bridge closure
on the Goulburn Valley Highway will 
remain in place until mid April, according 
to Member for Eildon Cindy McLeish.

bridge railing is currently being fabricated 
off site and that works are scheduled to 
take place in mid-April at which point 
there would have been only one lane open 
for 12 months on the major highway. The 

this newspaper that works would start 
in March.

Ms McLeish said, “Last year the 
Victorian Government missed their own 
deadline, having originally anticipated 
works to replace the barrier on the bridge 
would occur in late 2024, with the road 

The delay in planned works now means 
the Melba Highway will be closed at the 
same time.

directed onto the Goulburn Valley 
Highway due to the Melba Highway 
closure will quite quickly become banked 
up. This will include large trucks that will 

“Locals are concerned about the 

escape routes.
“The Goulburn Valley Highway is a 

fairly busy commuter road and people have 
to suffer this every single day. It will only 

McLeish concluded.

Response to Julian Browne
JULIAN Browne’s letter to the editor on February 12, the response to Taungarung statement, 
may get a pass in a university assignment but in the real world it gets a fail. Basically Julian 
is saying despite denying it, ‘if your white you inherit past atrocities’. Whatever they were, 
no one really knows.

I’m surprised a psychotherapist would suggest such an inheritance is possible as others in 
the same discipline have said it’s unhealthy to take on a third party offence or accept guilt 
for other’s actions.

The reality is this season of discontent is driven by overseas interests that destabilise 
countries by causing division. We’ve seen it in Venezuela, Syria and most African countries.

an inheritance.
Tom Collins, Alexandra

Letters to the Editor
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throughout the Murrindindi Shire
A LOCAL, WHO KNOWS LOCAL NEEDS

ALL HOURS
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Garnet Bailey 0417 346 214
Chris Walsh 0407 194 037

for eligible people 
as part of the

Commonwealth 
Hearing Services 

Program*

FREE
HEARING TESTS

& DIGITAL 
HEARING AIDS

*Conditions Apply

Call to Book Today 
03 9431 1244

Dean Moore – Your Trusted 
Independent Hearing Care Specialist. 

With 20 years of dedicated service to 
the local community, Dean provides 
expert, independent hearing care at 
Yea & District Memorial Hospital.

completehearingsolutions.com.au
info@completehearingsolutions.com.au

“One of the legacies we want to have this 

working up near Dubbo wants to move back 
there as an electrician on the project, as an 

Asked about other benefits for the 

substantially provide discounted clean power 

reliable power for the area that would be 

given our project is not associated with just 
one town, there are towns around Bonnie 
Doon, Merton, Yarck, Fawcett, it would be 

local community groups in the past year, Mr 

Puzzle Range Wind Farm project, Mr Boland 

it matures, we will be having sessions to 
meet with people and perhaps some drop in 

got links on our website where people can 
send us an email or register their interest, get 

Asked whether there is government 
approval for the use of the location and 
whether it is in a Renewable Energy Zone 

New wind farm blows in
Continued from Page 1 appealing because of its proximity to the 

power line and utilising that a lot of the rest 

servicing it and you know, you read about 
that, Powerlines having to be constructed to 

two of them already, going straight through 

for approvals for the project with it still in 

and hope to get it up and running as soon as 

There have been safety concerns around 
wind farms lately, with fallen blades at a wind 
farm near Geelong earlier this month and 
the death of a worker due to a falling turbine 
blade at Golden Plains in western Victoria 

other factories in Denmark and stuff and 

We have really strict safety standards at 

working with the local communities and 

Each wind farm 
needs to be assessed 

on its merits
DARRYL Otzen from the Strathbogies 
Responsible Renewables Community Group 
(SRRCG) was contacted about the Puzzle 
Range Wind Farm proposal, given their 
opposition to the Seymour Wind Farm by 

Mr Otzen noted that every project is 
different and that each needs to be assessed 

also lacks enough detail to determine the 

The Puzzle Range Wind Farm may end up 

decision expected in coming months regarding 

within REZ zones, such as whether priority 
zoned wind farms will receive grid priority 

advice to any groups which may seek input 

Pumped hydro 
project in 

planning for 
Molesworth

BE Power have announced the Big-S 

The renewable energy project has 
a planned generating capacity of 400 
megawatts of hydroelectricity with 10 
hours of storage duration at full output, 

The BE Power website stated, “The 
project is expected to commence 
construction in late 2028 and last for 

pumped storage system to substantially 
increase energy storage capabilities 

effective projects globally, it stands 
to significantly firm up local grid 

“The project will deliver substantial 
economic benefits, both during its 
construction phase and throughout its 
operation, by stabilising power prices and 
contributing to the economic resilience 

The project has completed the 
Concept Study and initial environmental 

access investigations have been made, to 

The plan for initial geotechnical 
investigation and Bankable Feasibility 

valley dams to form the upper and lower 

Francis pump-turbine units, aims for a 

“Water sustainability is a key focus, 

to be provided via the Goulburn River, 
which is directly alongside the lower 

on the river ensures a reliable and 
environmentally sustainable approach 
to its initial and then modest ongoing 

“Grid connectivity is secured with 
several viable options to join the 330kV 
Ausnet network, demonstrating the 

with other renewable projects is also a 
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Church Services 
ST PETER’S MEMORIAL 

ANGLICAN CHURCH
Cnr Bald Spur/Whittlesea Kinglake Rds,  
Sunday Services, 8.30am Communion.

 Minister: Rev. Ruwan Palapathwala 
0458 113 099
- - - - - - - -  

ST LUKE’S ANGLICAN CHURCH 
OF YEA

Sunday Service time 11am

10am to 11am - all welcome
Father Mario Hendricks

 Ph: 0435 953 777 
- - - - - - - -  

CATHOLIC PARISHES OF 
 ALEXANDRA AND YEA

Parish Priest, Father Jose Mathew
0459 402 547

St Matthews Eildon, Saturday 5pm
Immaculate Conception Parish

Alexandra, Sunday 8.45am
Sacred Heart Yea, Sunday 10.45am

- - - - - - - - 
CATHOLIC PARISH OF 

KINGLAKE
Fr Martin Ashe, Parish Priest

 Ph 9717 6482
St Mary’s Kinglake: Sunday 8.30am

- - - - - - - - 
SCOTS PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH, YEA
Station Street Yea 

Sunday Service 11.15am
Colin Whiteway 

Ph 0457 340 525
- - - - - - - -  

UNITING CHURCH
1st and 3rd Sundays 9am, 1050 Main Road, 

Kinglake West. 9716 2330

WEEKLY
Thu Town Club, RSL Hall, 6-8pm. Ph 5797 2179
Sun  AA  Anglican Church, Alexandra 7pm PH  0402 428 086 
Sun Alanon Recovery, start 5.30pm. Ph Sheila 0402 428 086 

. MONTHLY
1st Mon St Luke’s Seniors, St Lukes Hall, Ph Jenny 0407 972 099
1st Thu Yea Hospital/Rosebank Aux 2pm. Ph 5797 3057
2rd Sat Alex Repair Café 1-3pm @ Embassy of Ideas 0422 225 801
2nd Wed Molesworth Patchwork & Craft, Molesworth Hall 10am-4pm.
2nd Thu Yea Garden Club Yea RSL Hall 1.30pm Ph 0439 870 315
4th Wed Molesworth Patchwork & Craft, Molesworth Hall 10am-4pm.
4th Thu Yea CWA Yea RSL Hall, 1.30pm Ph 0400 424 888
Last Fri Yea-Kinglake RSL, 11.30am RSL Hall, Ph 5796 9353

For a $5 annual fee for one line, your club or organisation’s 
regular meeting dates will be listed each week. Not only is 
this a reminder to your regular members but also a good 
source of what groups are available in the community, 

when they meet and a contact phone number.

Local Radio Frequency
UGFM   88.9 Yea / Highlands
UGFM   98.9 Flowerdale / Hazeldene
UGFM   94.5 Kinglake Ranges

COMMUNITY DIARY

THE items in Out and About are sourced from 
our advertising and news stories. Out and 
About is not a free community listing diary. 
Not all items can be included and are placed 
at the discretion of Alexandra Newspapers.

* * * * * * * * *
Pop up information sessions to save energy 
and save money. You are invited to attend 
one of the pop up sessions and chat about 
solar energy, batteries, heat pumps and split 
systems. Learn how they work and more. 
Alexandra FoodWorks 11am-1pm and Eildon 
Grocer 2-4pm today. See below for further 
dates and times. Visit murrindindi.vic.gov.
au/gmss for more details.

* * * * * * * * *

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20
Attention Yea and surrounds. Council are 
taking a deeper dive into your aspirations and 
big ideas for the communities future. Enjoy 
a light meal, chat, connect and share ideas 
with other community members, councillors 

shape the new council plan. Yea Council 
Chamber, 6-8pm. Register at murrindindi.
vic.gov.au/councilplan

Ian Hewitt and Peter Weeks 
awarded UGFM life memberships

by Naomi Booker, Secretary UGFM
TWO deserving recipients have been awarded 
life memberships at UGFM Inc, Ian Hewitt 
and Peter Weeks OAM. 

Peter Rice ASFM said in his speech to 
congratulate Ian during the presentation 
that “In the late 1990’s UGFM Committee of 
Management became aware that Ian Hewitt 
was interested in becoming a presenter at 
the station. 

“Being heavily involved in station 
administration, at that time I volunteered 
to undertake the training of Ian. He sat in 
with me on the Saturday afternoon ‘Country 
Collection’ programme nearly a quarter of a 
century and he is still there. 

“Over the 24 years I have found Ian to be 
dedicated, trustworthy and reliable. In more 
recent times Ian has unfortunately had a few 
health issues but has battled on anyway. And 
a few times he has literally left a hospital bed 
to be on air on UGFM.

“I want to congratulate Ian on this award. It 
is well earnt. Well done and Congratulations.”

There was also a few committee members 
and others that got together behind Peter 
Week’s back to rectify that he himself had not 
yet been awarded the same honour and on the 
night surprised him with life membership too.

Peter was an integral part of getting the 
station up and running along with Peter 
Rice and others. He has held the position of 
President for over 20 years and his technical 

expertise has been paramount in getting and 
keeping the station functioning. 

Leading the team through a move in 2001 to 
the current location of the Alexandra studio, 
and the expansion of studios to Marysville, 
Yea and Kinglake, overseeing broadcast 
during some of the biggest natural disasters 
the state has seen that directly impacted 
Murrindindi communities, culminated in 
UGFM becoming the first radio station 
outside of ABC to be qualified to do 
emergency broadcasting.

As the station are in their 30th year of 
broadcasting it is believed there will be many 
more years of service to come. If you see Ian 
or Peter in the street, please thank them for 
their years of dedicated service.

Ian Hewitt with his UGFM life membership award. -SPeter Weeks was awarded a life membership to UGFM Radio Murrindindi 
recently. -S

* * * * * * * * *

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22
Trawool, Drag Trivia. A more glamorous take 
on your traditional pub trivia. Grab your team 
mates and get to Trawool for this outrageous 
evening of run and trivia. Bookings essential 
5792 1444 or trawoolestate.com.au

* * * * * * * * *

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23
Long Lazy Summer Lunch at Holmesglen 
at Eildon. Bookings essential. Noon to 
4pm. Delight in a beautiful summer lunch, 
featuring fresh local produce, live music 
and free flowing bubbles. 5774 2631. 
eildon@holmesglen.edu.au

------------------
Alexandra and Eildon Gem and Lapidary Club 
Thornton Gem and Rock Exhibition from 8am 
onwards. Enquiries to 0492 876 595.

* * * * * * * * *

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24
Attention Alexandra, Eildon, Marysville 
and surrounds. Council are taking a deeper 
dive into your aspirations and big ideas for 
the communities future. Enjoy a light meal, 
chat, connect and share ideas with other 
community members, councillors and council 

new council plan. Marysville Community 
Centre, noon-2pm. Register at murrindindi.
vic.gov.au/councilplan

------------------
VicEmergency App training session at 
Alexandra Library from 11am-noon. EMV 
representatives will show you how easy it is 
to use the app to stay informed and safe during 

and earthquakes. Don’t miss this chance to 

RSVP essential visit murrindindi.vic.gov.au/
appsessions or phone council on 5772 0333 
or drop into the library. You can also scan the 
QR code in this edition.

* * * * * * * * *

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25
Attention Alexandra, Eildon, Marysville 
and surrounds. Council are taking a deeper 
dive into your aspirations and big ideas 
for the communities future. Enjoy a light 
meal, chat, connect and share ideas with 
other community members, councillors and 

shape the new council plan. Alexandra Shire 
Hall, noon-2pm. Register at murrindindi.
vic.gov.au/councilplan

* * * * * * * * *

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26
Pop up information sessions to save energy 
and save money. You are invited to attend 
one of the pop up sessions and chat about 
solar energy, batteries, heat pumps and split 
systems. Learn how they work and more. 
Marysville Grocer 3-5pm. See below for 
further dates and times. Visit murrindindi.
vic.gov.au/gmss for more details.

------------------
Alexandra P and A Ladies Committee AGM 
will be held at 2pm in the admin building at 
the show grounds caravan park, all welcome.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27
Pop up information sessions to save energy 
and save money. You are invited to attend 
one of the pop up sessions and chat about 
solar energy, batteries, heat pumps and split 
systems. Learn how they work and more. Yea 

FoodWorks 3-5pm. See below for further 
dates and times. Visit murrindindi.vic.gov.
au/gmss for more details.

* * * * * * * * *

SATURDAY, MARCH 1
Dindi Daze at Rotary Park, Alexandra. 
A festival to celebrate all that is good in 
Murrindindi. Great food, kids activities, 
cocktails, live music, craft beer, face painting 
and much more. 10am-6pm.

* * * * * * * * *

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5
Tarcombe Herefords 51st Annual Production 
Sale 1pm. Contact Tim Hayes on 0439 257 
693 or email temagong@bigpond.com

* * * * * * * * *

THURSDAY, MARCH 6
Pop up information sessions to save energy 
and save money. You are invited to attend 
one of the pop up sessions and chat about 
solar energy, batteries, heat pumps and split 
systems. Learn how they work and more. 
Kinglake FoodWorks. Visit murrindindi.vic.
gov.au/gmss for more details.

* * * * * * * * *

SATURDAY, MARCH 8
Notice of Tuangurung Native Title Meeting at 
Broadford Town Hall 10am-3pm to provide 
information about the process of making a 
native title determination application to the 
Federal Court under the Native Title Act 1993 
(Cth). Full details can be obtained by calling 
0434 632 875 or by emailing Tobylee.Kirby@
fnlrs.com.au RSVP by February 28.

* * * * * * * * *
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SAVE ENERGY. SAVE MONEY.

Let’s talk energy and saving money on bills. Get tips on how

to save energy NOW and later!

Come and chat to our friendly team about solar energy, batteries, heat pumps
and split systems and see if they are right for you. Learn how they work, how
they can reduce energy bills, how they can make you more resilient to
electricity outages, and about rebates that make them affordable. Come
along to a session near you:

ALEXANDRA FOODWORKS

Wednesday 19 February from 11.00 am to 1.00 pm
EILDON GROCER

Wednesday 19 February from 2.00 to 4.00 pm
MARYSVILLE GROCER

Wednesday 26 February from 3.00 to 5.00 pm
YEA FOODWORKS

Thursday 27 February from 3.00 to 5.00 pm
KINGLAKE FOODWORKS

Thursday 6 March from 2.00 to 4.00 pm

Learn more by scanning the QR code or visiting our
website at murrindindi.vic.gov.au/gmss

POP-UP
INFORMATION
SESSIONS

POP-UP
INFORMATION
SESSIONS

Who inspires you? Do you know someone who’s made a significant

contribution to our Shire? Would you like to recognise the efforts of

a local community group or initiative?

Nominations are open for Council’s 2025 Murrindindi Shire Community
Awards! The Awards celebrate the exceptional contributions of local volunteers
who go above and beyond for their communities.

Nominations are open for the following Award categories:

Volunteer of the Year (aged 26 - 64 years)
Senior Volunteer of the Year (aged 65 years or older)
Young Volunteer of the Year (aged 12 - 25 years)
Community Group (or Community Initiative) of the Year

To nominate an individual or group, visit
theloop.murrindindi.vic.gov.au/2025Awards

You can also pick up a paper nomination form from our Library and Customer
Service Centres in Alexandra, Kinglake or Yea, as well as the Mobile Library.

Nominations close on Sunday 16 March 2025.

COMMUNITY

AWARDS 2025
Nominate a community
member, group or initiative!

COMMUNITY

AWAA AWW RDS 2025
Nominate a community
member, group or initiative!

Over 1100 illegal fires 
since 2019 in Victoria

DATA released by CFA and the Crime 
Statistics Agency has revealed a concerning 

Between 2019 and 2024, there were 1010 

the Fire Danger Period (FDP) and 187 

The Fire Danger Period is a designated 
time in each Victorian municipality when 

Under the CFA Act, penalties for 

to $23,710, 12 months’ imprisonment, or 

Period and on days of Total Fire Ban puts 
lives, homes, and emergency responders 

be facing serious legal repercussions and 
more importantly, you could be responsible 

prone regions in the world, so we certainly 
don’t need unnecessary challenges created 

A recent incident in Diamond Creek 
serves as a reminder of the serious 

CFA was called to a property at around 

pile of green tree branches approximately 

Victoria Police attended the scene and 
are now pursuing charges against the 

All Victorian municipalities are 
currently in the Fire Danger Period, you 

can and can’t do during the FDP at cfa.vic.

ratings-and-restrictions/can-i-or-cant-i
If you see illegal or suspicious fire 

activity, report it immediately by calling 
Triple Zero (000) or Crime Stoppers on 

Nationals raise concerns about CFA and fire levy
Services, released a statement on Wednesday, 
February 5, stating that Victorians are 
paying more and getting far less amid an 
alarming and dangerous drop in volunteer 

per cent since 2014, with Victoria having 
just 28,906 operational CFA volunteers, less 

to 10 years ago, and added that “Labor 
has disrespected volunteers and gutted the 

the CFA has lost its autonomy and volunteers 

seeing more and more money going into Fire 
Rescue Victoria without a commensurate 

The Fire Services Property Levy is set to 

paying a levy for core government services 

Victoria and that is because Labor can’t 

When contacted about the issues raised, 
a Victorian government spokesperson 
responded, “Our volunteers put their lives 
on the line every day to protect Victorians, 
and we are incredibly grateful for the work 

“We know we need to support our 

That’s why we are delivering more resources, 

latest technology, new and upgraded stations, 

and we have some of the most highly skilled 

The community should rest assured that they 

The following information was also 
provided: CFA volunteer numbers have 
increased in the last year thanks to the 

out across regional Victoria, backed by 

Services and Volunteers Fund will go back 

this announcement, the state government is 
delivering a four year $250 million package 
to support our volunteers, so they have the 
trucks, equipment and resources they need 

Fishing facility 
upgrades across 

Victoria

Ros Spence announced the latest recipients 
of the Recreational Fishing Large Grants 
Program to improve facilities, create more 

The fund is backed by Victoria’s anglers 

license fees, which means this generation 
of fishing fans is making sure the next 

An additional $300,000 will be allocated by 

currently open, with applications closing on 

go to
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Student of the Week Proudly supported by  
Kinglake branch

Congratulations to our 
Values Award winners 

this week, Madi, 
Kalliyan, Lucy, 
Sienna, Asher
 and Logan. 

What an excellent 
start to the year.

 YEA PRIMARY SCHOOL

Congratulations to Zach, 
Charlie, Olympia and Isla 

for receiving awards 
for outstanding actions 

that align with our 
school values of 

Respect, Resilience 
and Safety.

 SACRED HEART SCHOOL

DENIS Smith, recent former president of 
the Yea Race Club, spoke about his time 
with the club and his plans for the future, 
as well as his history in Yea.

Denis originally left Yea in 1955. He was 
the oldest in his family. His father, Arthur 
Harris (Mick) Smith. Mick, with his brother 
Mahon, had a cordial factory called AH 
Smith Pty Ltd. It was originally started 
by Denis’s grandfather. They purchased a 
factory in Wangaratta, and Mick moved to 
the town to manage that end of the business, 
and Edward McMahon (Mahon) Smith 
stayed in Yea.

Mick died on November 1, and his 
family were “stuck in Wangaratta.” Denis’s 
younger brother was just two weeks old at 
the time.

Denis eventually moved to Melbourne in 
1970 for work and to umpire football. Then 
in the late 90s or early 2000s, Denis’s cousin 
Sandra Cox, Mahon’s daughter, moved back 
to Yea.  Dick Cox started taking an interest 
in the local picnic club. At that stage, Denis 
had a chauffeur driving business and he 
was invited to ferry the stewards around 
to their towers, which was the done thing 
at the time.

Denis joked, “I had a nice big car. They 
enjoyed it. Had six races, a drink after every 
race. What could go wrong?”

He said that in connection with his 
business, he got to know the CEO of Racing 
Victoria, who said to him that they’ve done 
a survey of all of the clubs in Victoria, 
including picnic clubs, and that several 
club would lose. He said that Yea looked 
like losing two out of three meeting due to 
poor attendance and communication issues.

Denis asked whether he could save one if 
he got on the committee. He was given two 
years. They did save one, and then the year 
after that, Denis became president, focused 
on attracting more people to the races. After 
a couple of years, John Kennedy became 
the secretary. Denis said, “We ended up 
not only keeping the two meetings, but then 
we won Picnic Club of the Year in 2014/15. 
Picnics lost seven meetings. We were the 
only one that got one back.”

Denis said that when Dennis Napthine 
was Racing Minister, he realised that picnic 
version had no real representation on the 
racing authorities, and he instigated a group 
called the Picnic Working Group… It gave 
us a voice and we meet with the board.”

Denis was an inaugural member and 
is the only inaugural member still on the 
committee, “But that might end at the end of 
this season, by my own choice” Denis said.

Denis was president of the Yea Racing 
Club for 15 years, and has been on the 
committee for 17 years. He’s vice president 
this year with Al Tait taking over the reins.

Asked which races he felt most proud of, 
Denis responded, “Getting the November 
meeting back.”

Denis also pressed for the 1300 metre 
start, which Yea had never had before. 
He said that it’s one of the most sought-
after races because not many race clubs 
have that distance. He also said that former 
president, Ray Walker, instituted the Sister 
Olive Handicap, which at 3000 metres is the 
longest race on the picnic circuit.

He said that the race will still be run, 
but the December meeting went when Yea 

time this year. He said that they now have 
four meetings. The St Pats Cup will be run 

over the Sister Olive distance from now 
on, and they’re instigating a memorial for 
Ray Walker.

He added that he was also pleased to have 
been a part of bringing the St Pats Cup and 
Yea Race Club together.

As racing depends on dry ground, 
Denis keeps a close eye on the weather 
prior to every meeting. As the Yea track 
is undulating, it makes for exciting racing, 
but it also means that there might be wet 
sections on the track, which may cause the 
cancellation of the day’s racing.

Denis said, “The Yea Race Club now has a 
younger committee. Al Tait’s going to make 
a fabulous president. He’s got enthusiasm. 
He’s got horse sense too, because his father 
has been a trainer for a long, long time and 
Al used to help him.”

Denis is planning to step off the 
committee, but is happy to help with tasks 
for the club. He’s also happy to just attend 
the races.

Asked whether he’s now retired from 
working as well, Denis said, “Always semi-
retired. I’ll never stop doing something.”

When he reached 74, he said that he 
became the oldest male on his father’s side 
of the family since 1822.

Olwen, Denis’s wife, would come up with 
him to the races from their home in South 
Melbourne. They recently celebrated 50 
years of marriage.

He said of Yea, “The town gave me a lot, 
I thought, just as a little boy. It was a very 
cosy life. I came back for holidays with my 
grandmother. She died in 1966. But I also 
went to school there, with three weeks at 
Sacred Heart when my mother, Mary, had 
pneumonia and us boys were farmed out 
to relatives.”

Although Denis was just four years old 
when he stopped residing in Yea, the family 

Mary has been a schoolteacher in Alexandra 
when she met Mick, for example.

In wrapping up, Denis said, “I’m proud of 
what’s been achieved in just keeping the club 
going. We’ve been able to make it a viable 
family outing, and supply free children’s 
activities… and by being innovative with 
the distance racing and the 1300 metre 
start, we offer a viable alternative to try… 
Probably what I’m most proud of is that 
I’ve left a successor that I would be proud 
to have as a president of any club.”

Denis Smith 
and the Yea Racing Club

Denis Smith. -S



Yea Chronicle incorporating the Kinglake Chronicle, Wednesday, February 19, 2025 7www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

Seymour Show’n’Shine on the horizon

March 10.

Club told the Alexandra Standard that the 

Some of the various show cars on display at last year’s Seymour Show’n’Shine. -S

With an average of 450 cars, the event is sure to provide entertainment for all those who attend. -S

Any and all display cars are welcome, with an entry fee of only $10. -S

historical society, the Mitchell Fixed Wing 

display cars on the day being $10, all 
occupants included, and no pre-booking 

secretary@
seymouranddistrictcarclub.com.au

rbaallen@gmail.com
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FEBRUARY PHOTO COMPETITION

5772 1405
79 Grant Street Alexandra

Dindicountryclothing@gmail.com
facebook.com/DindiCountryClothing/

Dindi Country Clothing
‘your veggie garden’

T&C: Professional photographers are ineligible to enter
ta  or asso iated fa iy e bers of le andra e spapers

 are ineligible to enter  Photos ust be ta en ithin the 
Murrindindi Shire

Sponsored by

Email your photo and contact details to
manager@alexandranewspapers.com.au

by noon February 26, 2025

  March 5, 2025 - 1pm

temagong@bigpond.com
J-BAS 6
Lots can be viewed at herefordsaustralia.com.au

ON THE LANDON THE LAND
Agriculture, Horticulture, Viticulture, Aquaculture and Silviculture

Avian influenza 
detected at second 
Euroa poultry farm

AGRICULTURE Victoria’s tracing activities 

Euroa in northern Victoria.

disease is present in the region.

Victoria is on the ground and supporting the 

than the control area and includes Euroa and 

your birds’ health and report sudden death 
in your poultry.

disease, sudden poultry death and ask 

control area, visit agriculture.vic.gov.au/

The opening of duck season this year comes with a new model for determining bag limits. -Nikolay Tchaouchev

Contention over duck hunting announcement

year’s duck hunting season.

the duck hunting season in Victoria is 

the Wounding Reduction Action Plan.

and species.

sustainably and responsibly, backed by 

hunting can continue sustainably in 

and testing, including Aboriginal cultural 
Waterfowl 

Wounding Reduction Action Plan. All 

this training.

“We’re also giving hunters certainty 

Wildlife 
(Game) Regulations.

“Further details about the 2025 

to continue.
“We are incredibly disappointed in 

duck hunting season by the Victorian 

opposes any activity that causes pain and 

banned.

this archaic practice that threatens the 
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Authorised by the Australian Government, Canberra

‘When I’m Holly I feel like a rock star’
memory of crossdressing would have been 

trying on his sister’s tutu.
He attended the interview dressed as 

Murray rather than Holly. He said, “That 
was a long time ago. I’m 61 so I’ve hidden 
[for a long time]. I’ve only come out in the 
last 18 months, so it’s been a long time hidden 
and now I just don’t give a damn. I just do it. 
All through life, I’ve crossdressed but never 
publicly… Never like I do now. I do it more 
fully now. I try and do the make-up, the wig 
and everything. I just enjoy it. Years ago, I 
found that when I was stressed I did it more. 
It’s a stress relief. It enables me, and we’re 
all different, to shake off all that macho sh*t 
and just be who I want to be.”

“All through life, I don’t think I’ve ever told 
anyone until I came up here to Yea in 2001.” 
There were whispers on the wind however, 
and now that he’s come out, some people have 
told him that they already knew.

Asked how people have reacted, Murray 
said, “So far, it’s been very positive. It’s 
predominantly women, but there are some 
guys, who have said ‘Good on you. I admire 
you for doing it. A couple have said they 
respect me more now because I’ve actually 
come out and done it. But I heard second-
hand that some people have said they have 
less respect for me now… but I haven’t had 
anything in my face. Nothing said to me, 
which has been really good at and now, as 

I said, I don’t give a damn and I’ll just go 
shopping. Now I come down the street here 
and I’m just in a skirt and a top and I don’t 
have any makeup or anything.”

When crossdressing, Murray’s name is 
Holly Daze. Holly has been shopping in 
Seymour and Melbourne, and holidayed in 
Mildura and Longreach. “That felt fantastic,” 
Murray said. “To be able to do that and 
everywhere I went, it’s mostly women, but 
they’re all very, you know, good on you.”

He said that they’re also “curious to know 
a lot more about me because of it.”

Murray said, “I don’t really have any plans 
to have a sex change. I still live as Murray, but 
I still dress everyday pretty much, except for 
today. I was working. I was tiling.”

Murray is a cabinetmaker by trade and is 
still employed by Ambulance Victoria. He 
was a paramedic in Alexandra for the last 
eight years, full time there, but has worked 
for Ambulance Victoria for 18 years. He said, 
“I’m on long service leave now and I’m not 
going back.”

He said, “I was a bit hesitant, reluctant 
to come out while I was still at work. Even 
though they can’t do anything about it 
nowadays, I was still a bit reluctant to.”

Asked about his preference regarding 
pronouns, Murray said, “If I’m wearing a 
dress, I prefer to be called Holly and ‘she’, I 
guess. But if I’m me now, Murray’s just, ‘hey 
mate’, whatever, ‘he’, ‘him.’”

He added, “Whatever. Ohh, I don’t worry 
about that sort of thing. There are some people 
when I’m dressed up, will call me mate or 

about it. And others call me Holly the whole 
time. So whatever.”

When asked what surprised him most about 
coming out as a crossdresser, Murray said, 
“Just how accommodating they’ve been, and 
gone good on you, well done.”

He said that some good friends, who 
already knew, “Said, about time he came 
out and did it and be true to yourself. And I 
think to myself now, we’re not here for a long 
time. This isn’t a dress rehearsal. This is real 
so get out there and do it. Really. I’ve loved 
it. It’s been fantastic.”

He said, “Now I’m just dressing differently 
more often and I go out there. I just enjoy 
doing it. It’s weird. I still love cars. I like 
model trains, and I’ve got guns, I’ve got a 
gun licence, I go shooting and stuff. We’re 
all different.”

Asked whether there were any precedents 
in Yea for people crossdressing, Murray said, 
“Not that I’m aware of. There are gay couples 
living in the town of course, and another 
crossdresser elsewhere in the shire.”

He added, “It’s funny... As just a bloke, it’s 
just Murray in the background. No one really 
noticed. When I’m Holly, all of a sudden, I 
feel like I’m a rock star, because people want 
to know you, they want to come and talk 
to you. You’re more in the front of things 

instead of blending into the background. I 
don’t know if it’s me changing or if it’s just 
others seeing that I’m different. I’m a bloke 
in a dress. And they just want to know more 
about it. It feels good.”

He was also asked whether he felt happier 
inside himself. He responded, “There’s 
combination of things that have happened, 
but I’m still the happiest I’ve ever been 
in my life, the last 18 months or so since 
I’ve come out. It’s a combination of things, 

that as well.”
One of Murray’s friends, an openly gay 

man in Yea, has given Murray a lot of support. 

and do it all because he’s always been there,” 
Murray said.

“My friends have been fabulous. they’ve 
embraced it. I haven’t lost a single friend. 
They’re very supportive and often ask, is 
Holly coming instead of Murray? They’ve 

When asked whether there was anything 
else that he would like people to know, 
Murray said, “Be true to yourself. It’s we’re 
not here for a long time, we’re only here once. 
It’s not a dress rehearsal, so just do it. I’m 
feeling a lot better within myself from doing 
it anyway. If I frock up and I feel comfortable 
with how look, I go out.

“I’d like to thank everyone for being 
so accommodating with it. Thank you to 
everyone,” Murray said.

Holly Daze. -ARMurray Spencer. -AR
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Date: Saturday, 8 March 2025

Time: 10am – 3pm

Location: Broadford Town Hall 
 20 Murchison Street, Broadford, Victoria

FNLRS Contact Person: Toby-Lee Kirby (Senior Community Liaison Officer)

Phone number: 0434 632 875 

Email address: Tobylee.Kirby@fnlrs.com.au

Limited funding for travel and accommodation is available for this meeting.  
Travel assistance will be provided by FNLRS in accordance with the FNLRS Travel 
Assistance Policy: https://www.fnlrs.com.au/policies

Please contact Toby-Lee Kirby on the contact details above to confirm whether you will 
be attending the meeting, and to request any travel assistance by 28 February 2025.

NOTICE OF TAUNGURUNG  
NATIVE TITLE MEETING

Saturday 8 March 2025 - Broadford Town Hall
This notice is to advise that Taungurung Land and Waters Council (Aboriginal 
Corporation) (TLaWC) and First Nations Legal & Research Services (FNLRS) will be 
organising an important Taungurung meeting to be held on 8 March 2025.

The Purpose of the Meeting
The purpose of this meeting is to provide information about the process of making a 
native title determination application (native title claim) to the Federal Court under 
the Native Title Act 1993 (Cth) and to provide an opportunity for Taungurung People 
to discuss whether they wish to make a native title claim. This is not a decision-
making meeting – it is an opportunity for Taungurung People to ask questions and 
provide feedback.

Who is invited to the meeting
All Taungurung People are invited to attend this important meeting.  

Please update your contact details with FNLRS to be notified of all future native 
title meetings. If you would like further information about this meeting or are not able 
to attend this meeting in person and would like to meet at a different time, please 
contact FNLRS.

Meeting time and location

Assistance with 
the cost of camps 

and excursions
THE Victorian Government is delivering a 
new round of support for children to attend 
camps and excursions in addition to the 
$400 School Saving Bonus.

The state government’s Camps, Sport 
and Excursions Fund makes sure every 
student, regardless of their background, 
gets the chance to go on camps and 
excursions with their friends.

This year, families of more than 200,000 
students across the state will be able to 
access this support, which has helped 
more than two million kids go to camps 
and excursions since it was introduced.

Under the program, families with 
healthcare cards will be able to access 
$154 for primary school children and $256 
for secondary school students.

The government has made an important 
change to the program for 2025. Families 
who have multiple children at the same 
school will be able to pool their allocated 
funding to use on one child or for one 
specific activity. This could help in 
situations where the costs for activities in 
a certain year level are higher than others. 

This Fund comes on top of the $400 
School Saving Bonus, which can also go 
towards school activities such as camps 
or excursions, plus school uniforms and 
textbooks. 

Around 700,000 students statewide will 

More than 450,000 transactions have been 
processed, saving parents more than $100 
million on back-to-school costs. 

School uniforms have been the most 
popular item on which to use the Bonus, 
with over $40 million spent so far. School 
activities were also favoured, with over 
$26 million spent. Nearly $30 million have 
gone towards textbooks.

Murrindindi businesses creating jobs
THE Victorian Government is helping 
small businesses in the Murrindindi Shire 
expand to create new jobs and growing the 
local economy.

Minister for Agriculture Ros Spence 
announced last week that a total of $100,000 
in funding has been awarded to a local 
childcare centre and a local boat servicing 
business from the Forestry Transition Fund, 
round one grants program.

Minister for Agriculture Ros Spence said, 
“Both Forestry Transition Fund grants are 
providing important services to their local 
communities, while creating employment 
opportunities for workers and contributing 
to the local economy.”

Dindi Daycare, located in Alexandra, 
is using a $50,000 Forestry Transition 
Fund grant to build acoustic fencing at the 
childcare centre to provide a safe environment 
for children.

Shire comments on 
Melba Highway closure
MURRINDINDI Shire Council is keen to 
reassure that the shire remains open for 
business, and local residents and visitors can 
still easily reach our towns, businesses and 
services while essential landslip repairs take 
place on the Melba Highway.

The Department of Transport and Planning 
(DTP) is repairing two landslips along the 
Melba Highway at Dixons Creek, between 
Healesville-Kinglake Road and north of 
Hunts Lane. Works begin on February 17 

2025, weather permitting.
While a section of the Melba Highway 

is temporarily closed, well-marked detours 
ensure uninterrupted access to all Murrindindi 
Shire businesses, services, and attractions.

Light vehicles, rigid trucks and buses 
can use the Healesville-Kinglake Road and 
Healesville-Yarra Glen Road detour (allow 
an extra 30 minutes). Heavy vehicles must 
follow alternative routes via the National 
Network Maps (maps.nhvr.gov.au/). Access 
remains open from Yarra Glen to businesses 
and properties south of Healesville-
Kinglake Road.

For those traveling to or through 
Murrindindi Shire, there are multiple scenic 
alternative routes: These include Maroondah 
Highway via Healesville and the Black Spur, 
Hume Highway and Broadford/Flowerdale 
Exit, Maroondah Highway to Toolangi and 
Kinglake National Park, and Whittlesea-Yea 
Road via Kinglake West.

Murrindindi Shire Council is working 
closely with businesses and the community 
to ensure clear communication and 
minimise disruptions.

“We encourage everyone to plan ahead, 
allow for additional travel time, and continue 
supporting local businesses,” Mayor Damien 
Gallagher said.

“Despite the temporary detours, our towns 
remain connected, and we look forward to 
welcoming visitors to explore everything that 
Murrindindi has to offer.”

For the latest updates on the road 
closure and detour routes,  v isit: 
transport.vic.gov.au/News-and-resources/
Projects/Melba-Highway-landslip-repairs

Snake proofing your home
LIVING in a rural area, an encounter with 
any snake species is no doubt something 
you will experience at some point.

Protecting your home and property 
to reduce a meeting with a snake is 
something you can work towards as there 
are many tried and tested measures that 
have been shared over the years.

Outside the home
Keep your yard tidy and free from ground 
cover and any types of materials that snakes 
can hide under, these can include piles 
of wood, fallen leaves, hard rubbish, and 
building materials that aren’t being used.

Weeds need to be removed and 
vegetation to be pruned back, keep an 
eye on garden rocks and retaining walls 
where snakes can hide inside. Snakes love 
water such as pools and ponds, aiming to 
keep these areas cleaned and kept clear.

Inside the home
To prevent an encounter with a snake 
inside your home, assess the gaps between 

under the smallest hole imaginable. Pay 
attention to your windows while you’re 
at it.

Walk around outside your home and 
watch out for tree branches reaching roof 
tops. Snakes can access the roof this way.

Make sure all your plumbing pipes are 
boarded up properly in the cupboards with 
your dishwashers, baths and vanities/sinks 
as they are attracted to water they can 
sneak in through these areas.

If you do have a snake inside your home, 
never try to catch it yourself. Make sure 
you remove yourself, pets and children 
away from the area and close the area off 
and wrap a towel under the door to keep 
them contained until a licensed snake 
catcher is on their way.

Snake repellants
In addition to keeping your yard and 
home tidy in preventing a visit from a 
snake there are some natural and man-
made repellants you can try that are on 
the market to deter snakes.

Mothballs are a common repellant as 
they produce a strong odor that snakes can 

that’s been reported is cayenne pepper 
as it releases an offensive smell when 
disturbed. Other methods that have been 
used are the use of essential oil such as 
citronella, eucalyptus, and peppermint oil.

The use of plants around the home can 
also play a part in deterring snakes. Plants 
reported for this use are Mother in Laws 
tongue, marigolds, and allium.

Some man-made snake repellants can 
be purchased to put around your perimeter 
and once placed they emit a vibration into 
the soil that deter the snakes.

The use of netting has been banned 
since September 2021 in Victoria, this 
includes the use of netting with stretched 
mesh greater than 5mm by 5mm for 
backyard fruit trees.

Where to get help
If you come across a snake on your 
property you can call a licensed snake 
controller. Snake controllers are licensed 
to safely and legally remove the reptile 
from the area. This is on a user pays basis. 
Prices for these services are determined 
by individual companies. Call DEECA 
Customer Service Centre on 136 186 
to receive a list of snake controllers in 
your area. These companies are not 
recommended or endorsed by DEECA.

Snakes are protected under the Wildlife 
Act 1975, and capturing, harming, or 
killing them is illegal. You can report 
wildlife crime to Crime Stoppers Victoria 
on 1800 333 000.

The business was established by Pagan 

looking for long term childcare facilities in 
the Murrindindi Shire.

Dindi Daycare is expected to create up to 
12 ongoing positions and offer traineeships 
within the childcare sector when the facility 
is operational. The availability of childcare 
will also enable local parents to more readily 
participate in employment opportunities as 
well as providing children with the best start 
in life.

Member for Northern Victoria Jaclyn 
Symes said, “Our regional childcare centers 
are pivotal to supporting local families, giving 
more parents the peace of mind to return to 
work. These projects will strengthen our 

Inferno Marine at Eildon is using a $50,000 
Transition Fund grant to purchase a computer 
numerical control (CNC) machine, so it can 
manufacture components on site, reducing 
freight costs and wait times.

The addition of a CNC machine will 
enable the business, which was founded 
by Tim Ewert in 2016, to create additional 
fulltime work and expand services to local 
communties and businesses.

The funding will also assist Inferno Marine 
with the purchase of a portable building that 

Inferno Marine owner Tim Ewert said 
“We’ve been able to purchase the equipment 
we need, allowing us to save time and costs 
when it comes to sourcing parts. We can now 
provide a better service to our customers.”

Round two of the Forestry Transition Fund 
is open now, looking for projects that create 
jobs and develop businesses in and around 
communities impacted by the end of native 
timber harvesting. A $20,000 employment 
incentive payment for the employment of 
ex-native timber workers is also available.

Applications close on October 31, 2025. 
For more information visit deeca.vic.gov.au/
forestry or call 1800 318 182.
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Crossword

BASSETHOUND

BEAGLE

DACHSHUND

DOBERMAN

FOXTERRIER

GREATDANE

GREYHOUND

LABRADOR

POMERANIAN

POODLE

ROTTWEILER

WHIPPET

D B E B C C K U E R W G N D N
J J I W H L Y R T E H I S G K
D O B E R M A N E I I M Y N P
A J J F N T P L Y R P D K A O
E L D O O P G Y O R P S O I Q
G C S O B A M T M E E C I N U
Y R C R E E T A D T T H N A C
U S E B O W N N H X J T H R M
L B Y Y E D U A Y O Q S E E F
J H L I H H A J D F J P I M U
G L L C S O W R H T O G D O S
Q E C H G M U I B U A A U P S
R W C K U H N N P A G E E D G
E A Z U T K E J D T L K R P F
D N U O H T E S S A B I V G L

Popular Dog Breeds

Sudoku
Math Square

Word Search

Difficulty: Very Hard

Fill in the boxes using the numbers 1 to 9. 
Every row and column and every group 
of 9 boxes inside the thicker lines must 

contain each number and letter only once.

Fill in the missing numbers.

The missing values are the whole 
numbers between 1 and 9.

Each number is only used once.
Each row is a math equation.

Each column is a math equation.
Remember that multiplication and division are 

performed before addition and subtraction.

Cryptogram

A B C D E F G H I

5

J K L M N O P Q R

24

S T U V W X Y Z

7

8
T
7

T
7

E
5

O
24

E
52 6

8 31
E
5

E
5

E
5 186

17 151 18
T
7

T
7

O
2425 1020 26

T
7

T
7

E
5

O
24

O
24

E
518 12326 14

ACROSS
2. Having a pleasant taste 

like that of sugar.
8. A group of three performers. 
9. Very dark black.
10. Relating to the 

sense of touch.
13. The least number of items.
15. A toy to entertain a baby.
18. The father of your 

father or mother.
21. Stood waiting in a line.
24. At the back of a ship.
26. A machine that prints 

documents.
27. As Soon As Possible.
28. Using speech rather 

than writing.
29. Marched in a demonstration.

DOWN
1. Give information or notice to.
3. Communicated by letter.
4. A formal pronouncement.
5. The lowest point.
6. A mixture of rain and snow.
7. Light teasing repartee.
11. Widely separated into 

parts or pieces.
12. Sugar that occurs 

only in milk.
14. Not as well as yesterday.

16. The topic on which 
a person speaks.

17. Not turned on.
19. Sudden violent winds.
20. A bracelet worn 

around the ankle.

22. The part of a shoe 
above the sole.

23. A human finger or toe.
24. A collection of maps 

in book form.
25. A treasure found hidden.

Hume region ambulance response times

Victoria are continuing to respond to around 
100,000 critical ‘Code One’ emergencies 
every three months.

Ambulance Victoria (AV) Executive 
Director Regional Operations Danielle North 
said demand on ambulance crews remains 
steadily high, with the last quarter of 2024 
AV’s fourth busiest on record.

“We have seen a 26.6 per cent increase 
in Code One cases since the COVID-19 

Ms North said.
“October to December is commonly one 

of our busiest times, and last year was no 
exception as our crews were called to 99,799 
Code One emergencies. This was also the 
third quarter in a row close to or above 
100,000 cases.

“In the face of this sustained pressure, our 

do a remarkable job providing best care to 

From October to December 2024, AV crews 
across Victoria responded to 64.9 per cent 
of Code One cases within the state wide 
target of 15 minutes. The state wide average 
response time to Code One emergencies was 
15 minutes and 42 seconds.

In the Hume Region crews responded to 
5837 Code One cases between October and 
December 2024. In the Hume Region, the 

and Wangaratta LGAs.

50.5 per cent of Code One patients within 
15 minutes, up from 43.7 per cent a year 
earlier. Compared to a year earlier, Code One 
response times decreased by 37 seconds in 
the Wangaratta LGA. In the Wodonga LGA, 
paramedics attended 77.7 per cent of Code 
One patients within 15 minutes, which was 
the third best result in the state.

In the Murrindindi Shire paramedics 
attended 31.1 per cent of Code One patients 
within 15 minutes, with the average response 
time being 25.45 minutes. There was a total 

Hume Regional Director Narelle Capp 
said, “We know there is more work to do. AV 
continues to work with hospitals to promptly 
transfer patients and ensure all Victorians 
receive the right care at the right time.

“More new paramedics have also hit the road 
to help meet demand. Since last November, we 
have welcomed 84 new graduate paramedics 
to our ranks and a further 15 new recruits will 

from New South Wales, Queensland, the 
Northern Territory and New Zealand.

“Our people are our greatest assets. It is 
through them that we continue to lead the 
way in patient care including one of the best 
cardiac arrest survival rates in the world.

“We are also giving them the latest 
technology they need to do their job and get 
back on the road quicker.

“In 2025, we are rolling out new digital 
radios across regional Victoria and iPads to 
all our crews with a modern platform making 
it easier and faster to complete electronic 

Ms Capp said, “Our expert Secondary 
Triage team of nurses and paramedics also 
make a real difference by connecting patients 
with the care they need while helping free up 
crews for patients in time-critical emergencies.

“From October to December, 43,864 people 
across Victoria who did not need an emergency 
ambulance were instead connected to more 
appropriate care by paramedics and nurses 
in Secondary Triage.

“In 2023-24, paramedics referred nearly 
43,000 patients to the Victorian Virtual 
Emergency Department (VVED), with over 
three quarters cared for without transport to 
a physical ED.

“And our Medium Acuity Transport Service 
(MATS) crews dedicated for less-urgent calls 
attended 8100 cases during the last quarter, 
freeing up more ambulances to respond to 

Ms Capp encouraged Victorians to do their 
part to ensure AV’s highly skilled paramedics 
were available for patients most in need.

“In less urgent cases, there are many 
options people can access when they need 
timely medical care and health advice all day 
every day, but not an emergency ambulance 

“This includes the Victorian Virtual 
Emergency Department (VVED), Urgent 
Care Clinics and other options such as your 
GP or pharmacist, or Nurse-On-Call on 1300 

SOLUTIONS 
Page 12

Blue Green Algae warning 
removed at Lake Eildon

GOULBURN-Murray Water (GMW) has 
removed the blue-green algae warning at 

in algae levels.
The warning for Lake Eildon was issued 

on December 9 2024 and remained in place 
for 60 days.

GMW Water Quality Coordinator Bianca 
Atley said GMW would keep testing for 
further changes to blue-green algae levels.

“We will continue undertaking water 
quality monitoring and if blue-green algae 
reach levels deemed unsafe by national 

she said.
People can stay up to date with current blue-

green algae warnings on GMW’s blue-green 
algae warning webpage

Information on current warnings can 
also be obtained by phoning 1800 013 
357 and selecting the blue-green algae 
information option.

Customers are reminded that water 
supplied by GMW is not suitable for 

properly treated.

Better hearing 
for a fraction 
of the cost

IT’S vital to have your hearing checked 
and the pathway to better hearing 
just got cheaper. Dean Moore from 
Complete Hearing Solutions spoke about 
the Commonwealth Hearing Services 
Program (CHSP).

“This free program offers people on a 
pension, Department of Veterans Affair 
and other disability pension services free 
hearing aids. They offer a range of digital 
free hearing aids and then depending 
on what the person wants to do, they 
can add to that and get something more 

Dean explained.
Dean said that hearing aids have changed 

enormously. “You can get them to talk to 
your mobile phone. Your phone rings and 
it can go into your hearing aid, apps on 
your phone and you can adjust them. The 

he said.
Hearing aids can start from around 

$1500, so if you’re eligible for the program, 
it’s best to apply not only for your ears but 
for your hip pocket.

“More and more people are getting older 
and are unaware the program exists… 
It’s a pretty good idea to get your hearing 
tested at least once a year, but usually we 
test every two years. You can get it done at 
any age but generally we see people from 
late 50s as this is when most people start 
identifying mild hearing issues. It’s the 
age of 60 which is the key point where one 

health.gov.au/our-work/hearing-services-
program

You can get your hearing assessed by 
calling Dean at his Eltham rooms on 9431 
1244, or you can see him at Yea hospital 
as he visits monthly.
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Phone: 5772 1002
Email: reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au
Deadline: 12 noon Thursdays

ANTENNAS

Qualified Local 
Bookkeeper

Ph Trevor Turner 
0419 575 176

TURNOVER 
BOOKKEEPING

BOOKKEEPING

Stain removal 
Urine treatment 
Upholstery cleaning
Carpet steam cleaning 
Tile and grout cleaning 

Ph 0427 322 124 
admin@gvrestorations.com.au  

CARPET CLEANING

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

Electrical Technology
• Eco Smart Electrician • Domestic / Commercial

• Undergrounds • Electrical Design
• Cable Locations • Trenching

• Solar Installations

Ph 5751 0000
info@e-tec.net.au

www.etecelectrical.com.au Rec No 12906EMC0060

ELECTRICIANS

EMC0082

Phone 5773 4242 Mobile 0428 577 951

EXCAVATION & EARTHMOVING

EMC0072

All general farm fencing, cattle yards, sheep 
yards, vineyards, on site welding and oxy work.

Tree plantation ripping
5 hydraulic post drivers and pneaumatic drivers

GRASS SLASHING
4 extra heavy duty slashers

GENERAL FREIGHT
Hay, timber, wool, steel, grapes, machinery

FENCING

Custom built kitchens, 3D kitchen design,
Granite and Reconstituted stone, laundries,

Creative design and quality,
 vanities, wardrobes

0409 146 465
38 Johnston St, Alexandra

sales@murrindindikitchens.com

EM

KITCHENS

Ph 0428 972 386

PLUMBERS

0357721205 | www.simpsonsfuel.com.au

Supplying bulk fuels to your farm or business.

Lubricant specialists, catering for all your needs
with Mobil and Prolube lubricants,

greases and solvents.

24
HRS

Ampol Alexandra

Ampol Eildon

Mansfield Diesel Stop
24

HRS

SERVICE STATIONS

EMC0125

WATER BORING

CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

CRYPTOGRAM

MATH SQUARES

IT’S NEVER TOO LATE 
TO BE WHAT YOU 

MIGHT HAVE BEEN

Kinglake Men’s Shed 
receives grant funding

COMMUNITIES across Victoria are set to 

2024-25 Men’s Shed Funding 

Music festival 
grants are 

nearly open

grants will help organisers stage their 

Fund open on Tuesday, February 25 at 

musicvictoria.com.au

industry, including Music Works and 
10,000 Gigs: The Victorian Gig Fund, 

creative.vic.gov.au

Women’s Honour 
Roll nominations 

now open

backgrounds and age groups to be recognised 

vic.gov.au/honour-roll-women

Program

share experiences and support each other in 

skills, enhance their wellbeing and strengthen 
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Monday – Friday 9am – 5pm
Ph 5772 1002
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BELLMAN, Ron. Thank
you to our families, 
all staff at St Vincents 
Private Hospital and 
Epworth Private Rehab 
who assisted Ronnie, 
the local paramedics and 
police. Grant, Julie, Dean 
and Andy, Linda, Pat and 
Barry, Brian and Lisa, 
Mick, Bev, Nik for the use 
of her apartment. Brooke, 
The Thornton Pub, Sue, 
the people who have 
visited, text, messaged on 
facebook, called, dropped 
in flowers, sent cards and 
all who attended Ronnie’s 
farewell. And in particular 
Lana who has been our 
rock throughout this whole 
journey and beyond, you 
are amazing. Laurinda and 
Jake Bellman.

BEREAVEMENT 
THANKS

WILLIAMS,
Graham Edward

  26/05/1943 - 
10/02/2025

Passed away 
peacefully at 

Alexandra District 
Health. Adored 

husband of Cynthia 
for 58 years.

Loved brother in 
law of Gill and Les.
Always remembered 

and forever loved

Private Cremation.

DEATH NOTICES

2010 Nissan Tiida,
sedan, six months rego 
due on May 21. Six speed 
manual, new battery, road 
worthy ready. Detailed 
inside and out, color gold. 
Economical car for young 
girl. Rego XRF879.
Ph 0409 854 034.

DEALS 
ON WHEELS

Rental and Sales
Alexandra

Treadmills, X- trainers, 
exercise bikes, rowers

and more.
PH:0407 231 377

FOR HIRE

SOLID red gum table as 
new. 10ft long, 3.5ft wide, 
2.6ft high. 1.5inch thickness 
from the top. Price $2,500. 
Ph 0417 556 443.

FOR SALE

ALEXANDRA P AND A 
LADIES COMMITTEE 
AGM to be held on 
Wednesday, February 26,
2025 at 2pm. Admin 
Building, Alexandra Show 
Grounds, Caravan Park.
All welcome.

MEETINGS

ISA BROWN LAYERS
- POL, $30 each. Phone 
5798 1868. Pick-up in 
Alexandra or Yea. 
beckysfreerange@gmail.com

PETS & 
LIVESTOCK

ALEXANDRA AND 
EILDON GEM AND 
LAPIDARY CLUB.
Thornton Gem and Rock 
Exhibition. Sunday, 
February 23, 2025 from 8am 
onwards. Ph 0492 876 595.

Classifieds
Call 5772 1002 now 

to book your ad today!
Fax 5772 1603 or 

Email reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

Yea High 
School 
House 

Swimming 
Sports

The team spirit was loud and proud. -S

Spiderman made an appearance. -S

The face painting was fabulous. -S

Looking bright and cheery in yellow. -S
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Yea High School House Swimming Sports

Winners are grinners. -SA student looking very serious. -S

Some swimmers looking happy with their efforts. -S

The staff got into the spirit. -S Smiles all around at the swimming sports 
event. -S

Happy faces on the day. -S

The Casey team representing in their colours. -S
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   SPORT

Murrindindi Little Athletes shine 
at regional championships

MURRINDINDI’S young athletes did their 
community proud over the weekend, putting 
in a stellar performance at the Regional Track 
and Field Championships in Albury.

Despite cool and windy conditions, they 
warmed up quickly, both literally and 

nine medals from the event.
Competing against top athletes from the 

Northern Country Region, the Murrindindi 
team made the most of the fantastic 
facilities and showcased incredible talent, 
determination, and sportsmanship.

The club offers a huge congratulations 
to the medal winners: Charlotte Boulton, 
Levi Campbell, Chase Hilder, Clay 
Hilder, Zoe Coller, and Declan Baker. An 
outstanding achievement.

Beyond the medals, almost every 
Murrindindi athlete achieved a personal best, 
which is the true essence of Little Athletics; 
striving for improvement and having fun 
along the way.

Notable performances and personal bests 
came from: Maverick Clacy in the 800 metres; 
Zoe Aldrick in the 100 metres, 400 metres, 80 
metre hurdles, and long jump; Ryder in the 
1500 metres and 800 metres; Zoe Coller in 
the 1500 metres, 200 metres and long jump; 
Ethan Boulton in discus and javelin; Declan 
Baker in 200 metre hurdles; Levi Campbell 
in 100 metres, 200 metres, 400 metres, long 
jump and triple jump; Declan Armstrong in 
100 metres, 200 metres, high jump and long 
jump; Chase Hilder in 1500 metres, 200 metre 
hurdles and 90 metre hurdles; Clay Hilder in 
the 1500 metre race walk.

The club says a big thank you to the parents 
who volunteered their time as call room 
marshals, track umpires, and long jump pit 

your support.
The club also extends special appreciation to 

dedicated Team Manager, Louise Cummins, 
for her leadership and organisation across 
the weekend. With so many personal bests, 
medals, and fantastic memories made, it was 
a weekend to remember for Murrindindi 
Little Athletes.

Murrinindi Little Athletes overall placings:
Female 14
Discus: Charlotte Boulton 16.65m 
(third); Javelin: Charlotte Boulton 16.80m 
(fourth); 

Female 12
200m: Zoe Coller 34.78 (12th); 1500m: Zoe 
Coller 6:39.85 (seventh); Javelin: Zoe Coller 
16.67m (second); Long Jump: Zoe Coller 
3.14m (15th); Shot Put: Zoe Coller 7.18m 
(seventh); 

Some of the athletes before racing last Sunday. Pictured are front Jake Aldrich, Zoe Aldrich, and Zoe Coller. Back are Declan Armstrong, Levi 
Campbell, Charlotte Boulton, Ethan Boulton, and Clay Hilder. -S

Zoe Coller receiving 
her silver medal for 
javelin. -S

Female 11
100m: Zoe Alldrick 16.71 (sixth); 400m: Zoe 
Alldrick 84.64 (seventh); 80m Hurdles: Zoe 
Alldrick 17.53 (seventh); Long Jump: Zoe 
Alldrick 3.25m (ninth); 

Male 14

Armstrong 14.74 (12th); 200m: Levi 
Campbell 26.80 (third); Declan Armstrong 
31.78 (eighth); 400m: Levi Campbell 

(fourth); 90m Hurdles: Chase Hilder 17.84 
(second); 200m Hurdles: Chase Hilder 37.49 

(third); 1500m Walk: Chase Hilder 11:15.10 
(first); High Jump: Declan Armstrong 

(fourth); Long Jump: Levi Campbell 5.01m 

Jump: Levi Campbell 10.49m (sixth); 

Male 13
200m: Declan Baker 35.15 (ninth); 80m 
Hurdles: Declan Baker 15.75 (third); 200m 
Hurdles: Declan Baker 34.58 (fourth); 

Male 12
1500m Walk: Clay Hilder 10:19.38 
(second); Discus: Clay Hilder 13.25m (ninth); 

Ethan Boulton 12.53m (11th); Javelin: Ethan 
Boulton 13.63m (ninth); 

Male 11

Male nine

100m: Jake Alldrick 18.52 (10th); 400m: Jake 
Alldrick 87.45 (eighth); 800m: Maverick 
Clacy 3:13.52 (fourth); 60m Hurdles: Jake 
Alldrick 13.76 (ninth).

Declan Baker striding home to take bronze in the 200m hurdles. -S Declan Armstrong leaping to a personal best 
result in the long jump. -S

Happy Hilder brothers Chase and Clay with 
their medals. -S
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Sports Editorial: sports@alexandranewspapers.com.au

Yea Bowls Club into the Finals
by Angela Finn
GOING into the last round of the season, Yea 
held fourth place on the ladder but needed to 

did they win but they catapulted into second 
place to gain a double chance with a 23 shot 

The rink with Justin Branch skip, Darren 
Sherman, Terry Muller and Mick Barrott, 
held the lead for the entire game to win 24 

Rink two with Terry McInnes skip, Rob and 
Maureen Marks, and Viv Cavanagh were in 
trouble early, down 0 to 14 but staged a truly 

Rink three with Maurie Finn skip, Neil 
Rieschieck, Barb Tanner, and Angela Finn 
were also down two to six early but managed 
to completely dominate from that point on to 

To make second spot having gone up a 
division after winning the premiership last 

Next Saturday, Yea will be up against the 

played at Shepparton, with the winner going 
straight into the Grand Final and the loser 

Yea playing Colbinabbin at Yea during the Pennant Season. -S

Maiden century sets 
up Merton win

MERTON and Delatite cricket clubs played in the local derby at the 

opening pair of Daryl King and Luke Berriman really set the game 

visitors really pushed the scoring rate along lead by Berriman making 

The home side struggled early with the loss of the top order with 

really had Delatite well behind on run rate, Richie Jacob Phillips 45 

he was well caught on the boundary by Noah Whittall off the bowling 

Josh Cook batted well for 10 while Nick Taylor 13 the others to 

City Colts in a must win game to stay in the top six while Delatite 

One of the Merton cricketers geared for the match. -S

Daniel reaches to return Justin’s shot. -S

Second round of term one pennant 
for Alexandra Squash Club

by Kristelle Leary

Monday competition 
Affogato versus Espresso

ERIC versus Tyler: Both opponents 
played well, but Tyler had the 
upper hand on the night to take 

Lee versus James G: An 

three games it was point for 
point with only two points the 

Filling in down a level, Daniel 
may have expected an easy 
game, but Justin had other ideas 

scrapped with Justin to take 
back the lead in the next three 
games with the final winning 
shot a desperate between the legs 

Andrew took some time to get 

started strong with accurate and 

to win the third game and draw the 

Cappuccino versus Mocha

markedly and his serve put Jordan 

Ethan the decisive advantage to 

Sally versus Chris: Great 

improved a lot and is hitting some 

just a bit too much for Sally and 

made a comeback in the third 
game, but Michael managed to 

Jack versus Michael H: Jack was 
in complete control and had the 

answer and watched his opponent 

Thursday competition 
Chai versus Earl Grey

RANDY versus Chris: Drawing 

match progressed Chris amounted 
more and more points to take a 
commanding win making over 

Sam versus Travis: The match 
started with each opponent taking 

Sam pulled out some skilful shots 
to win the third and fourth game to 

W: Opening with a tied game both 

Daniel put in a good effort, but 
Michael kept ahead in the last 

Darjeeling versus Rooibos
BETH versus James S: James 
pulled out all the tricks to keep 

Rob versus Blake: Coming up a 

strong for the up-and-comer and 

game was a new adventure with 

game to try and bring it back, but 
Phil kept his victory with one point 


