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VFF hay convoy arrives in Yea
ON the afternoon of Saturday, January 31, 
a convoy of approximately 50 hay trucks 
made its way into Yea, travelling from 
Seymour to the Yea Saleyards.

This convoy was part of the Victorian 
Farmers Federation (VFF) Emergency 
Fodder Support Program, delivering vital 
fodder to farmers impacted by the recent 

Yarck, Gobur, Ruffy and surrounding areas
They were waved and cheered along 

the route, showing the drivers and 
volunteers how much their efforts mean 
to the community.

They no sooner parked than they were 
matched up to a farmer, and drove straight 
back out of the gate to deliver the hay direct 
to farm. Each truckie was handed a slab 
of bottled water as they drove back out of 
the saleyards.

Rotary provides lunch 
for Hay Runners

ON Saturday, January 31, the Rotary 
Clubs of Yea and Kinglake Ranges 
joined forces to feed over 120 people 
at the Yea Recreation Reserve.

Australia. They had started out at 
Silvan to collect at least 180 large 
bales, where they were fed an egg 
and bacon breakfast by the Lions 
Club of Croydon.

The convoy, mostly utes and four 
wheel drives, then moved onto 
Yea, where they were dispersed to 

in the district to deliver their precious 
cargo of hay. Some had driven from 
Gippsland, Colac, Wallan as well 
as outer north eastern Melbourne 
suburbs to be part of the convey.

The lunch, which the members 
of the convoy enjoyed after making 
their precious deliveries, was a simple 

barbecue with some cake and biscuits. 
Everyone was very grateful. The two 
clubs between them served about 
150 hamburgers, 120 sausages, 10 
kilograms of onions and lots of bread, 
salad, cookies and fruit cake.

It was wonderful to see such a great 
bunch of people willing to give up 
their Saturday to help so many in 
our community. Thank you to all 
those involved. A happy group of Hay Runners. -S

Any farmer would be overjoyed to see a load of hay like this drive onto their farm, courtesy of the VFF Emergency Fodder Support program. -S
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Weekly Weather 
February 4 - February 10, 2026

Goulburn R at Lake Eildon (TW) 10.00AM Mon 2.02 LGH steady

Rubicon River at Rubicon 10.00AM Mon 0.39 LGH steady

Acheron River at Taggerty 10.00AM Mon 0.47 LGH steady

Home Creek at Yarck 10.00AM Mon 0.08 LGH steady

Yea River at Devlins Bridge           08.49AM Mon 0.39 LGH steady

Murrindindi River Above Colwells 09.00AM Mon 0.20 LGH steady

Yea R at Old Killingworth Rd 10.00AM Mon 0.34 LGH steady

Goulburn River at Ghin Ghin 10.00AM Mon 3.92 LGH steady

King Parrot Creek at Flowerdale 10.00AM Mon 0.27 LGH steady

Goulburn River at Trawool 10.00AM Mon 1.61 LGH steady

Sunday Creek at Tallarook 10.00AM Mon -0.09 LGH steady

Goulburn River at Seymour 10.30AM Mon 1.86 LGH steady

Whiteheads Creek at Seymour 10.00AM Mon 0.79 LGH steady

*ISSUED AT 10:54 AM AEDT MONDAY 2 FEBRUARY 2026

STATION NAME

RIVER HEIGHTS FOR THE GOULBURN CATCHMENT
TIME HEIGHT TENDENCY FLOOD CLASS

Alexandra......................................... 1mm
Buxton........................................... 1.6mm
Eildon (AWS).................................... 0.6mm
Flowerdale........................................ 1mm
Jamieson........................................... 1mm
Kinglake........................................... 2mm
Lake Eildon...................................... 1mm
Mans eld..................................... N/Amm
Taggerty ........................................ 0.2mm
Yarck ................................................ 1mm
Yea.................................................... 2mm

Above details for 7 days to 9am Monday

Height above sea level this week..................273.20m
Capacity as at 9am Monday...............................49.2%
Metres below full supply..................................15.70m
Daily in ow ..................................................400ML
Release........................................................ 5000ML
Eildon Pondage (may be subject to rapid change).................86%

DISTRICT RAINFALL
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DEADLINES

If you have any enquiries please do 
not hesitate to contact the o ce on

5772 1002 or 
reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

We thank you for your continued support

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
can be submitted via email to 

editorial@alexandranewspapers.com.au or 
reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

 or by mail to Alexandra Newspapers 
 PO Box 5, Alexandra 3714.

Letters must be 300 words or less. We will 
not publish defamatory letters, or content 
which is o ensive, threatenin  or containin  
personal attacks. Submitted letters may be 
edited before oin  to print.
All letters must contain writers name, 
address and contact number. (not necessarily 
for publication). Letters without these details 
supplied cannot not be published. Deadline 
for Letters to the Editor is 9am Monday.

MONTHLY COMMUNITY GROUPS
1st Mon    St Luke’s Seniors, St Lukes Hall, Ph Jenny 0407 972 099
1st Thu    Yea Hospital/Rosebank Aux 2pm. Ph 5797 3057
2nd Wed     Molesworth Patchwork & Craft, Molesworth Hall 10am-4pm.
4th Wed      Molesworth Patchwork & Craft, Molesworth Hall 10am-4pm.
Last Fri   Yea-Kinglake RSL, 11.30am RSL Hall, Ph 5796 9353

For a $10 annual fee for one line, your club or 
organisation’s regular meeting dates will be listed each 

week. Not only is this a reminder to your regular members 
but also a good source of what groups are available in the 
community, when they meet and a contact phone number.

Yea District Hospital
5736 0400

Non-emergency police assistance
131 444

EMERGENCY 000

Local Radio Frequency
UGFM   88.9 Yea / Highlands
UGFM   98.9 Flowerdale/Hazeldene
UGFM   94.5 Kinglake Ranges

COMMUNITY DIARY

Seeking people called up from 1951 to 1972
The National Servicemen’s Association of 
Australia (NSAA) is looking for any person 
who was called up between the years of 1951 
and 1972.

NSAA ask that they assemble in the 
forecourt of the Shrine of Rembrance at 
11.45 am on Sunday, February 15 to march 

RAAF museum at Point Cook at 12.15pm, and 

Gerry 
Ryan AO

JAYCO owner, Gerard (Gerry) Ryan OAM 

of Australia (AO) in the General Division 
in the recent Australia Day awards, for 
distinguished service to sports governance, 
to the tourism and hospitality industry, to 
business, and to the community through 
philanthropic contributions.

Gerry is well known for his philanthropic 
activities, including most recently 
providing support for the Murrindindi 
Mobile Health Van.

He is also heavily involved in cycling, 
including being president of AusCycling 
in 2023 and Cycling Australia from 2013 
to 2014. He’s the team owner and chair of 
the GreenEDGE cycling team.

He’s also a board member and 
shareholder of Melbourne Storm, and is 
highly supportive of women’s basketball.

He’s been chair of the Melbourne 
Cup Foundation since 2020 and breed 
racehorses. His horses won the Melbourne 
Cup in 2010, 2017 and 2020.

Gerry is also chair of a Global Creatures, 
Creature Technology Company and 
Gumbuya World.

He was deputy chair of Visit Victoria 
from 2020 to 2023, and is owner of Hubert 
Estate, and co-owner of Mitchelton Winery 
and Nagambie Lakes Leisure Park.

He philanthropically supports Alfred 
Health, Murdoch Children’s Research 
Centre, The Royal Children’s Hospital 
Foundation, Starlight Children’s 
Foundation, My Room Children’s Cancer 
Charity, The Alma Doepel, SIEF Ross 
Metcalf STEM + Business Fellowship 
at Monash University, Baker Heart and 
Diabetes Institute, Dementia Australia, 
Music For Melbourne, Sacred Heart 
Mission and Australian Sports Foundation.

He is also the founder and chair of 
Jayco Australia.

Beware unwanted 
freeloaders
W O N D E R F U L  h a y 
donations have coming from 
far and wide, but be aware 
they might also be bringing 
in seeds of a few unwanted 
freeloaders. In my case in 
2009 it was thistles, Bathurst 
burr, Paterson’s curse and 
heliotrope. Fortunately not the 
dreaded Chilean needle grass.

So as the rains finally 
arrive check your pastures 
for the emergence of weeds 
you might not have noticed 
before. Carry with you an 
appropriate herbicide mix 
and hit them as they emerge. 
There are apps and websites 
to help you identify them and 
which herbicide to use.

Julia Foletta, Buxton

Helping nature recover
THERE is no escaping the 
impact of the Longwood 

of friends and family, burnt 
hills and fences, ancient trees 
collapsed on roadsides or in 
paddocks. We focus initially 
on ensuring our community 
and our animals are safe. But 
we grieve our landscape too. 
How can we best support 
nature at this critical stage?

First and foremost a 
reassurance. Nature is 
resilient. She is adept at 

can help. We have worked in 
environmental restoration for 
decades, and many of us have 
experienced times like these 
in the past. Here is what we 
have found has helped.

Take a moment and a 
breather. Take some photos 
of your burnt country. It’s 
important to look back in a 
month or two and remember 
how much has changed. 
Already the grass re-shoots.

Protect your creeks, 
dams and springs. Without 
groundcover, they are 
vulnerable to silting up 
during the next rain. In 
creeks, silt reduces habitat 
diversity and extra nutrients 
can lead to low water oxygen. 
Silt traps, which can be as 
simple as logs placed across 
the contour or over a gully, 

deposit of sediment and loose 
soil. Keep an eye out for silt 
trap workshops coming soon.

While it looks denuded, 
watch your bushland patches 
for germination. Seed often 
needs heat to crack the seed 
coat. Wattles and peas are 
likely to pop up, potentially 
species you have never 

seen before. This can also 
be a good opportunity to 
target weeds while they are 
small, giving our natives the 
best chance at healthy re-
establishment.

Many of the younger 
trees, while burnt, won’t 
be dead. Give them time. 
However, old ancient trees, 
hollow throughout, have 
been decimated. Ideally, if 
it is safe to do so, leave them 
in place or retain them as 
habitat on the ground. Other 
alternatives could be to place 
logs in creek corridors as 
habitat, or around existing 
paddock trees, away from the 
trunk. Stock can still access 
shade from paddock trees, 
but this timber will provide 
a place to scratch and also 
prevent compacting the roots 
of the old tree.

T he  e nv i ron me nt a l 
groups in the burnt country 
have formed an alliance, 
Granite to Goulbur n, 

We will be working with 
you, our community, in the 
years to come. You are not 
on your own.

Letters to the Editor

then into the shrine for a guest speaker Dave 

Sabben MG who was the OC of 12 Platoon 

D Company 6RAR at the battle of Long Tan.

Please wear any medals, your own to be 
worn on your left side and relations to be 
worn on the right side.

Contact Peter Kemp on 0427 859 549 for 
more information.
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Apply for the Prolonged Power Outage Payment
THE Victorian and Australian Governments 

AusNet will distribute the payment to eligible 

period per electricity account holder, up to a 

The overall time without power does not need 

electricity account with a national meter 

to the severe weather events in Victoria between 

Apply online

ausnetservices.com.au/outages/claims/
prolonged-power-outage-payment/apply

To complete this application, you will need to 

your bill or electricity meter contact number and 
bank details to receive the payment which must 

Apply in person or over the phone

however, AusNet understand that not everyone 

ausnetservices.com.au/outages/claims

Victorian 
Honour Roll 
of Women

THE Victorian Government is recognising 
women who have made outstanding and 
lasting contributions to Victoria through the 

Victorians to nominate someone inspirational 

Victorians are encouraged to nominate women 

The Honour Roll celebrates their achievements 

science, research, arts, environment, law, media 

career to advancing breast cancer research and 

Family violence awareness advocates were 
also well represented including internationally 

experience into creating positive change 

By celebrating women’s achievements and 
recognising their contributions, the Victorian 
Government is proud to play a vital role in 

promoting them as key role models and leaders 
to build a more gender equal society and inspire 

said, “Women right across Victoria are changing 
lives every day, whether it is in the research lab, 

agent who deserves to be recognised among 

Nominations are now open and close on 

vic.gov.au/
honour-roll-women
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Church Services 
ST PETER’S MEMORIAL 

ANGLICAN CHURCH
Cnr Bald Spur/Whittlesea Kinglake Rds,  
Sunday Services, 8.30am Communion.

 Minister: Rev. Ruwan Palapathwala 
0458 113 099
- - - - - - - -  

ST LUKE’S ANGLICAN CHURCH 
OF YEA

Sunday Service time 11am
Prayer ul Re ection - held each uesday, 

10am to 11am - all welcome
Father Mario Hendricks

 Ph: 0435 953 777 
- - - - - - - -  

CATHOLIC PARISHES OF 
 ALEXANDRA AND YEA

Parish Priest, Father Jose Mathew
0459 402 547

St Matthews Eildon, Saturday 5pm
Immaculate Conception Parish

Alexandra, Sunday 8.45am
Sacred Heart Yea, Sunday 10.45am

- - - - - - - - 
CATHOLIC PARISH OF 

KINGLAKE
Fr Martin Ashe, Parish Priest

 Ph 9717 6482
St Mary’s Kinglake: Sunday 8.30am

- - - - - - - - 
SCOTS PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH, YEA
Station Street Yea 

Sunday Service 10.30am
Colin Whiteway 

Ph 0457 340 525
- - - - - - - -  

UNITING CHURCH
1st and 3rd Sundays 9am, 1050 Main Road, 

Kinglake West. 9716 2330

AV donations to support 
fire-affected wildlife

AMBULANCE Victoria (AV) staff and 
volunteers have banded together over 
the last few weeks to provide emergency 

Victoria, with recent efforts going towards 
supporting the recovery of injured wildlife.

AV has donated medical supplies that are 
no longer used for patient care, but are still 
safe and appropriate for animal treatment, to 
Nigel’s Animal Rescue to assist with caring 

Working on the frontline, AV Regional 

the devastation caused by the recent 

help those in need.

across our state who have lost so much, and 
my heart goes out to all of them,” she said.

“After hearing about wildlife shelters 
and organisations who were overrun with 
animals in need, I thought it would be a 
great way to keep the products we can no 

“Unfortunately, some of our medical 
supplies have a short shelf life for patients, 
despite being unopened and in perfect 
condition. 

“I made a call out to other AV staff and 
volunteers and was overwhelmed with 
everyone’s generosity; the camaraderie 
has been unbelievable.”

Similar donations have been made by 
AV’s regional branches such as Wodonga 
and Shepparton, with supplies going to 
local wildlife organisations in those areas.

Giving new life to products isn’t a new 

uniforms, shoes and medical supplies being 
donated to various organisations in the 
past year.

Additional support for impacted communities
The Australian and Victorian Governments 
have announced $160 million in additional 
support to help families, businesses 
and primary producers in communities 
affected by the devastating January 2026 

Up to $158 million is funded by both 

Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements 
(DRFA), while the Victorian Government is 
investing an extra $2 million for schools within 

health services.
Local government areas eligible for support 

Protecting a hospital under threat

Yea and District Memorial Hospital
AS many readers would be aware, Yea and 
District Memorial Hospital (YDMH) came 
under direct threat from the advancing 

12.30pm on Wednesday, January 8, through 
to the early hours of Saturday, January 10, 

the Murrindindi Shire.

amid extreme heat and strong winds. 
Warnings for the Yea district escalated 
from extreme to catastrophic, prompting 
heightened vigilance across the town’s only 
hospital and aged care facility.

Hospital executives closely monitored 
conditions via the Vic Emergency app, but 

was moving swiftly toward the shire. An 
internal emergency management response 
was immediately established with regular 

Brown (external disaster) was declared at 
1.30pm. That Code Brown remained in place 
until noon on Wednesday, January 14.

At the height of the threat, YDMH was 

One resident chose to evacuate with 

evacuation warning.
Throughout the incident, the hospital’s 

leadership, including the CEO and Board 
Chair, remained in constant communication. 
Careful consideration was given to whether 
to shelter in place or evacuate. Based on 
strong advice from the local Incident Control 
Centre Emergency Management Team, 
evacuation was not recommended. Instead, 
YDMH was advised to shelter in place, with 
authorities assessing the facility as highly 
defendable and assuring priority protection 

later reinforced by the Department of Health 
Incident Management Team.

As conditions worsened, executive and 
leadership staff split into two teams to 
ensure continuous coverage across Friday 
and Saturday. Maintenance crews worked 

safety measures, including heavy watering 
of gardens, clearing debris, and securing gas, 
oxygen and fuel supplies.

Local intelligence proved critical. Regular 
communication was established with 
Alexandra District Hospital, as information 
on the ground was often more current than 

of Friday, January 9, an ‘Evacuate Now’ alert 
was issued to mobile phones across the area 

As the f ire drew closer, hospital 

that a tanker and a small response vehicle 
were already positioned in Yea. It was made 
clear the hospital remained occupied and, 

YDMH was considered the town’s key critical 
asset. Several CFA tankers and vehicles were 
deployed and remained on site until the threat 
passed. These assets included a specialist 
tanker equipped with a pressure pump to 

defend the building.
Throughout the emergency, CFA crews 

maintained regular communication with 
hospital management. We cannot commend 
their calmness, kindness and professionalism 
highly enough. Despite exhaustion and 
stretched resources, they projected a sense 
of reassurance that was felt by all on site.

Once the immediate threat had passed, 
staffing became the hospital’s major 
challenge. Road closures and personal 
circumstances prevented many employees 
from reaching work. Executive staff had 
remained on site throughout, supported by 
colleagues until late evening. They were very 
pleased to see relief teams arrive from 8.30am 
Saturday thanks to the assistance provided by 
local police contacts. The relieving executive 

roster ensuring on the ground support for the 
following week. While access issues persisted 
due to roadblocks, cooperation with local 
police enabled essential entry into the area.

Communications added another layer 
of difficulty, with phone and internet 
services down for much of Saturday and 
only intermittent for the remainder of the 
weekend. We are grateful to our friends at the 
Neighbourhood House, who assisted us with 
essential communications during this time.

For Yea, this event underscored both the 
vulnerability and the resilience of critical 
services in the face of increasingly severe 
bushfire seasons. We are immensely 
proud of our staff, many of whom worked 
extraordinary hours while knowing their own 
properties were under threat. In responding 
to the crisis, staff also drew on deep local 

relationships, relying on trusted local contacts 
and, where needed, calling in favours to 
mobilise resources and solve problems 
rapidly. The leadership of the hospital’s 
executive team was strong, coordinated 
and united, and we were well supported 
by members of our Board, who maintained 
regular communication throughout.

Our sincere thanks go to the many members 
of our community who offered assistance, 
who expressed their gratitude, and who quite 
literally stood beside us at a time when we felt 
genuinely under threat. While our community 

demonstrated that, in times of crisis, a rural 
town pulls together to support and care for 
one another in a way that is truly remarkable.

Shire, Murrindindi Shire, Strathbogie Shire 
and Lake Mountain Alpine Resort.

The funding builds on the more than 
$210 million in already announced relief 

Victorians, including emergency relief 
payments, grants for primary producers, access 
to emergency accommodation, and support 
for councils.

Clean-up for homes and businesses
An additional $112 million will expand the 

Forge Solutions now appointed as lead 
contractor. Forge Solutions have extensive 
experience in disaster clean up and will 
prioritise engaging local contractors to support 
their work.

uninsured and underinsured residential homes 
and structures such as sheds or garages. It will 
also be available for businesses if uninsured 
or underinsured structures have been damaged 
or destroyed by the January 2026 Victorian 
bushfires. Uninsured and underinsured 
community assets, like sporting facilities and 
community halls, will also be able to access 

by other programs.

Registrations are now open. Call the 
Emergency Recovery Hotline on 1800 560 
760 or visit Emergency Recovery Victoria 
website, vic.gov.au/clean-support-january-

Emergency Recovery Support Program
To help people get the support they need 
throughout their recovery journey, an 
additional $20 million will expand the 

The program helps people affected by the 

support programs and services they need. 
It can also help with things like insurance 

and connecting people to essential health and 
wellbeing support. Dedicated recovery support 
workers will also be available for people who 
need extra help navigating their recovery.

is available by calling the Emergency Recovery 
Hotline on 1800 560 760.

Temporary accommodation
Further funding is being provided to ensure 
immediate accommodation supports are 
available to those who need it, while work 

is done to provide medium to longer term 
accommodation options best suited to the 
recovery needs of individuals, families 
and communities.

Financial counselling and advisory 
support for businesses

More than $1.7 million will go towards 
supporting business owners affected by the 

counselling. The Business Recovery Advisory 
Service will be available on the ground 
and through the Business Victoria website. 
Business Recovery Advisors will deliver free, 

owners, tailored to their circumstances and 

Small Business Financial Counselling service 

information will be available on the Business 
Victoria website, business.vic.gov.au

Public land and waterway recovery
Funding of $16.1 million will support 
immediate repair works to public land and 
waterways, recognising the devastating impact 

This includes making roads and bridges safe 
so they can open as quickly as possible, land 
management works, as well as pest control 
and critical mitigation of immediate risks 
to threatened species and biodiversity. It 
also includes catchment and waterway 
restoration activities undertaken with 
Catchment Management Authorities, such 
as riparian fencing support for landholders, 
and immediate works to address water quality 
risks and remediate riparian areas.

Prolonged Power Outage 
Payments for businesses

Almost $1.4 million will ensure businesses 

period. Recognising the integral role small 
businesses play in communities and the impact 
of prolonged outages, payments of $3088 per 
week will be available for up to three weeks. 
As previously announced, eligible households 
can continue to apply for payments of $2380 
per week for up to three weeks. Affected 
businesses can apply for a payment through 
their electricity distribution business. More 
information is available at energy.vic.gov.au/
about-energy/safety/power-outages

Recovery Water Tank Rebates
Financial assistance will be available for 

not connected to mains water supply, with 
new program to help ensure access to safe 
drinking water. Eligible households will 
receive a rebate of up to $1500 for cleaning 
and decontaminating rain water tanks, roofs 

Residents who have already paid for cleaning 
are also eligible for reimbursement.

Mental health support
More than $6.9 million will deliver additional 
mental health and wellbeing support for 

million will expand the reach of existing 
Mental Health and Wellbeing Locals into 

free treatment, care and support for adults. A 
list of Mental Health and Wellbeing Locals 
can be found at betterhealth.vic.gov.au/
mental-health-wellbeing-locals

The mental health and wellbeing of 

disaster due to trauma, loss, and disruption. 
A $2 million investment by the Victorian 

access additional mental health support.

How to help
The Victorian Emergency Relief and Recovery 
Foundation (VERRF) has launched the January 

can provide financial support directly to 

Goods and services can also be 
donated through the charity GIVIT by 
visiting givit.org.au
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Authorised by the Australian Government, Canberra.

Don’t leave 
yourself exposed.
Use a unique and 
strong passphrase 
on every account.

What are you risking online?

actnowstaysecure.gov.au

Council visiting fire-affected properties to assess damage
MURRINDINDI Shire Council is advising 

over the coming days and weeks to carry 

These assessments will provide a clearer 
and more accurate understanding of the 

and connect property owners and community 
members with the support and services they 

use this information and guidance in any 
claims for insurance, government assistance, 

Properties with damaged or destroyed 
homes, buildings or infrastructure will be the 
highest priority as part of a phased approach 

Council’s assessment teams may include 
a Building Surveyor, Environmental Health 

and where possible, a call to the property 
owner or occupant will be made prior to 

If the owner has not been able to be 
contacted, a card will be left advising how 
to contact council to discuss the outcomes 

Teams include staff from Murrindindi 
Shire Council as well as officers from 

conduct these inspections, known as a 

is a more detailed inspection carried out after 

the initial rapid assessment conducted by 

While emergency services focus on 

looks more closely at structural integrity, 
environmental risks, essential service 
impacts, and broader health and safety 

During a visit, the team can provide 
information and guidance on building safety 
and structural damage, wastewater and 
drinking water systems, hazardous materials 

wellbeing support, and available recovery 

collect information to assist with recovery 

Importantly, teams will only travel to areas 
where roads and properties are deemed safe 

Murrindindi Shire Mayor, Cr Damien 
Gallagher said the detailed assessments 
are an important step in supporting 

“Our community has shown remarkable 

These detailed assessments will help ensure 
property owners have clear information 
about the impacts on their properties and 

is committed to walking alongside our 

“I would like to remind our residents and 

Rates arrangements 
following January 

Bushfires
MURRINDINDI Shire Council recognises that 
for affected community members who 
have lost homes, sheds, stock, livelihoods 
or irreplaceable personal belongings, the 
path ahead may feel overwhelming, and 
that council rates will be the last thing 

Council said they are committed to 

renters as they begin the process of recovery 

the following rates arrangements for the 

Tailored arrangements will apply for 

For properties where a home or 
major outbuildings were destroyed 

the assessment will then be used to help 

is expected to take several months 

change in property value from January 8 to 

affected ratepayers until after they receive the 

that did not sustain property loss
The due date for full rates payment or 
the third instalment for people paying by 

footprint, there will be no change to the 

those paying in instalments remains due on 

alternative arrangements

who are having difficulty meeting their 
payment timeframes are encouraged to 
contact council to discuss alternative payment 

Murrindindi Shire Mayor, Cr Damien 

both compassion for those who have 
suffered devastating loss and the need 
to maintain stable services for the broader 

“For those who have lost everything, rates 
simply cannot be your priority, nor should they 

and supporting you through the process 

payment timeframes for properties outside the 

delivering the essential services our whole 

“We thank our community for their 
understanding as we support those most 
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Man Walk visits Yarck for special outing
THE Alexandra Man Walk made their way 
out to Yarck on Friday, January 30, to meet 
up with and support the men of this heavily 

Many of the blokes from Alexandra 
travelled out to Yarck on the Murrindindi 
Shire Council community bus, where they 
met other walkers from the surrounding area 

making their way past the Giddy Goat Café 
and up into the back streets of Yarck, where 

The men chatted and mingled as they 
walked up the slope to a spot where they 
could see across the valley to the orchards 

their breath before heading back down the 

Upon their return to the Yarck Hall, they 
gathered inside to enjoy a morning tea of 
scones and peaches and tea and coffee, and 

Mental health is important at the best of 
times, but it is especially important during 

so good to see men gathering to get some 
exercise and have a chat with other blokes 

For details regarding the Man Walk, which 
takes place every Friday at 7am in Alexandra, 

The attendees of last Friday’s Man Walk in Yarck. -BD

Yarck Hall. -BD

the Yarck Hall. -BD

affected properties in Yarck. -BD

hills. -BD

trip. -BD
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The Metro Tunnel is now open
– New V/Line timetable with 10 new weekly 

peak services for Seymour
– New connections and destinations in 

Melbourne with the Metro Tunnel
– Change to the City Loop at North Melbourne 

(Seymour/Shepparton services) or Southern 
Cross, then change to the Metro Tunnel

Seymour, Albury and Shepparton lines

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne
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Record heat and bushfire smoke create dangerous 
conditions for people with asthma

ASTHMA Australia says air pollution 

increases the risk of asthma attacks. 

other pollutants that can penetrate deep 
into the lungs, triggering symptoms such 
as shortness of breath, chest tightness, 
coughing, and wheezing, and potentially 
leading to increased hospital admissions.

People over 65 or 14 and under, those 
with pre-existing heart or lung conditions 
including asthma and pregnant people are 

During periods of poor air quality, 
Asthma Australia advises people with 
asthma to continue taking their prescribed 
preventer medication every day, even if they 

feel well, as preventers help reduce airway 

ups. People should also keep their reliever 

stay indoors where possible and follow their 
up-to-date Asthma Action Plan, which 
outlines how to manage symptoms and 
what to do if they worsen.

It is important to monitor symptoms 
closely and follow Asthma First Aid if they 
escalate. If symptoms do not improve or 
continue to get worse, seek medical care 
promptly. In an emergency, call Triple 
Zero (000).

Asthma Australia CEO Kate Miranda 

health impacts for anyone with asthma, 

People with asthma should minimise smoke 
exposure, follow their Asthma Action Plan, 

inhaler as prescribed, and watch their 
symptoms closely.

“If symptoms do not improve or worsen, 
seek medical care immediately. In an 
emergency, call Triple Zero (000).”

Ms Miranda added, “Avoid going outdoors 
when air quality is poor, particularly for 
exercise, as physical activity increases how 
much smoke you breathe into your lungs. 
Stay inside with doors and windows closed, 

have one. If smoke cannot be avoided, a 

help reduce exposure.”
You can monitor real-time air quality 

and smoke levels in your area using trusted 
sources such as government sites as well 
as the AirRater app, which provides up-
to-date information for your location and 
can alert you when air quality deteriorates, 
helping you make safer decisions about 
going outdoors.

For support and information, contact 
Asthma Australia on 1800 ASTHMA (1800 
278 462) or visit asthma.org.au

Koriella Fire Brigade saves Fawcett Hall during Longwood bushfires

Captain Scott Reeves was able to 
lead his team in a succesful effort 
to save the 143 year old Fawcett 
Hall, established in 1882. The 
hall is a vital part of community 
connectedness in the Fawcett 
and Koriella communities, as has 
provided a hub for recovery in the 

Scott explained, “We were there 
the day before, over at Gobur. 
We saved a house there as part of 
the strike team. Then the Friday 

fought it all day. We went out at 
seven in the morning, got turned 
out with a crew of four,” Scott said.

“It got nasty when it got to saving 
the highway and stopping it from 
crossing the highway from Yarck to 
here. We couldn’t save it, the wind 
was just shocking.

up, just out of water, and saw two 
strike teams sitting there. I just 
turned around to my crew, Pat, and 
said we’re going home, so to here 
[Fawcett]. As captain, I made that 
decision, because there’s plenty of 
people round there, they weren’t left 
in the short,” he said.

“We came back, then I got told 
to go back to Yarck. I said no, the 

go back to Yarck.’ And this is when 
the CFA was starting to pull the pin. 
I just turned around, went to Yarck, 
and I said what do you want us for? 
They said ‘Oh, because we’re all 
going to Alexandra.’”

After going with the Alexandra 
group back to defend the township of 
Alexandra, Scott sought permission 

going through there before getting 
to Alexandra.

“We went into Alexandra and 
just told the ACFO and the group 

were good, they said ‘yep, no 
problems,’” he said.

“So it’s just our tanker, the 2000, 
old 33 year old tanker with four of 
us on it coming up the highway, 
trying to put it out, and by that stage, 

over there. We went up the road 
trying to tell people. There’s four 
people still up in the street. Sirens 
on the highway.

“One guy came out, said ‘my 

I said mate, I’m not coming off 
the highway, it’s just me. If I get 
stuck across the creek, that’s the 
end of it. So I said sorry. I think 
he understood.

“We kept going up and down 
the road and by the time we came 

here, and I said, we need to save the 
community hall. We pulled up, we 
jumped in the back, stopped that, 

Scott Reeves with a volunteer from Operation Veteran Assist. -AR

and it was going into Ian’s backyard, 
you can see the burnt bit there where 
we stopped that. As we’re coming 

bridge. It was just busy,” Scott said.
“I got a bit of grief from a couple 

of people that are still running 
around today, that we didn’t stop his 
trees from burning. Pat said in the 

the captain copped it all with stuff 
like this, so don’t worry about it.

“I had to send two of my younger 
crew home because they were really 
fatigued, been going the day before 
and on that day... So it’s just me 
and Pat, and we’re looking at each 
other and we went over to the station 
about 5pm and we were knacked 
from throwing the water. It was 
just, let’s have a break Pat. It’s a 
tiring one.

“Then I got over on the CB rail, 
UHF radio, Cinnamon, next door to 
me, saying ‘Scotty, your generator 

but didn’t save it. So me and Pat and 
Cinnamon at that stage put that out, 
it’s just gone. We had the insurance 
inspectors out there today, it’s gone.

“So we said, well, we can’t do any 
more, let’s go home. Then we came 
back and put the bridge out again. 
Three times we tried on that day 

were done. Pat and I just couldn’t 
do any more.”

There were plenty more days of 
action to follow, dealing with spot 

“The next day we kept going out, 

Managing the health and 
wellbeing of the brigade was, and 
is, another top priority.

“The crew’s going well. Just 

probably only two I haven’t seen.” 
Both have health issues. He added, 
“I had a couple of young guys I 
haven’t seen for 12 months come 

them yesterday, you good to go still? 
They said ‘yeah!’

“They offered other tankers 
to come and I said, look, I don’t 
think our community wants to see 

want to see Timbuktu here. They 
want to see the Koriella truck out 

there, knowing that our community 
is working together.

“It’s not about any of us, it’s not 
about me. I couldn’t have done 
anything if I didn’t have my crew. So 
thank you for everyone that’s saying 
thank you and all that sort of stuff, 
but it’s the whole brigade that’s put 
in the effort... I couldn’t have done 
it and I probably wouldn’t have done 
it if it was just me, because I’ve got 
my own stuff to do.”

Scott said that they were offered 
the help of a tanker so they could 
stand down, but Scott refused 
the offer.

“I said to ACFO we’re not coming 
out on Sunday, but we are available 
if you need us. I’m standing there, 
and he says ‘great idea, I wish the 
other groups would do that.’ And 
guess what happened on Monday? 
They were all doing stand-down 
days, like yeah, trendsetters.”

There is also an ultralight 
currently on loan to the Koriella 
Fire Brigade, to help with ongoing 
operations as a result of the 

day and preceding days, I went back 

to CFA and said to the commander, 
I said, ‘mate, I’m not just asking, 
sorry, I’m going to tell you, I want 
an ultralight here.’ I’ve got one 
truck, that’s all I’ve got, and if that 
truck’s out, there’s nothing left. This 
community deserves that ultralight 
that I’ve been banging on about for 
how long?” Scott said.

“Two days later, well an 

then he said, ‘you’ve only got it 
for three days.’ I rang up Wallan, 
they’re fantastic, they said ‘nah, you 
need it more than us, you just hold 

So they’ve been great, everyone out 
there’s been great.”

Scott explained that things are 
starting to settle down from the 

“We’re all good, things are 
quieting down now. I’ve actually 
had a couple of nights where there 
was nothing. I’m rolling around, it’s 
too quiet,” he concluded.
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Head for the hills and discover 

Victoria’s regional events. 

Try your hands (and feet) at various 

things you’ve never done before. 

You could find yourself cider 

quaffing, tulip sniffing, star gazing, 

maybe even grape stomping.  

THE PUT YOURSELF 
OUT THERE
BIT

VISITVICTORIA.COM
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The Farmer’s Ag NewsThe Farmer’s Ag News
Prepare fire-damaged properties ahead of storms

earlier this month across Victoria, fire-
affected landholders, especially those in 
hilly and mountainous areas should prepare 

landslides in the event of a thunderstorm.

erosion and sediment is inevitable in these 
terrains, which can affect a range of farm 
assets including tracks, fences, stream 
crossings, dams, water supplies, buildings 
and livestock.

The combination of bare ground, water 
repellent soils, steep slopes and high 
intensity rainfall can result in the movement 
of large quantities of ash, sand, gravel and 
woody debris.

Woody debris can block dam spillways 

away tracks and fences while sediment can 

have shown that f loodwater levels can 

landscapes, so landholders should consider 
implementing measures to protect their farm 
assets and water supply.

Constructing sediment traps and levee 

debris and work by reducing the velocity of 

swept into farm dams or streams.
Sediment traps can be installed using wire 

netting, straw bales, or silt fencing material 
and should be set up as soon as possible 

potential thunderstorms.
Proper design and placement are essential 

for successful results.
Small levee banks can sometimes help 

banks can be made from earth, sandbags, 
weed free straw bales or corrugated iron 
sheets and should be well compacted, 
watertight and have plenty of fall so they 
don’t become blocked with sediment.

Straw bales and corrugated iron need 
to be trenched into the ground, tightly 
butted together and be well supported with 
steel posts.

A string of closely spaced steel posts in 
the drainage line above culverts and stream 
crossings can also be used to trap debris and 
reduce potential damage.

Wherever possible, livestock should 

prone areas.
Landholders should also divert their 

down pipes and cover tank inlets to 
protect drinking water supplies from roofs 
contaminated with ash, soil, manure, leaves 

For more information and a video on 
how to build a sediment fence to protect 
your dam visit

dam
For more information on land and water 

 or call Agriculture Victoria’s 
Customer Service Centre on 136 186.

An update on the Australian vegetable industry
Input costs and trends

ONE month into 2026, Australian vegetable 
growers remain under sustained cost and 
price pressure.

Many of the same issues which affected 
the cost of inputs last year remain, while 
additional factors with potential for further 
impacts on growers’ bottom lines continue to 
emerge, amid ongoing international volatility, 

showing CPI jumped back up to 3.8 per cent 
in the 12 months to December 2025.

The 

vegetable growers were seriously considering 
exiting the industry, with higher input costs 
and unviable returns two of the major reasons.

The cost of compliance is also continuing 
to weigh heavily on vegetable grower 

were laid out in AUSVEG’s: 

report, along with 
recommendations to alleviate these pressures.

Geopolitical volatility, including in the 
Middle East, Latin America, and Europe, has 
also continued to provide uncertainty, 
with recent events having the potential to 
disrupt international supply chains, trading 

environment, there is potential for further 

upward pressure on prices of the imported 
inputs Australian vegetable growers need to 
produce their crops.

D o m e s t i c a l l y ,  w a g e  a n d 
superannuation increases since the middle 
of last year have added further cost pressures 
to vegetable growing businesses, while 
increasing energy costs continue to present 
major challenges.

Meanwhile, the consumer cost-of-living 
crisis has continued to put downward pressure 
on farmgate returns for growers.

Fertiliser
Urea

demand for granular urea is slow, and there 
is an expectation of a price increases after 
India and Brunei’s latest tender results.

In November last year Australia imported 
194,500 tons of urea, more than double its 
imports in the same month in 2024.

Granular urea was assessed at A$760-770/t 
fca Geelong in December, down from highs 
over $900 in September.

Some uptick in Australian urea prices has 
been evident in January 2026.

Phosphates
Local demand for MAP/DAP remains strong 
but contracting activity dipped slightly after 

a strong lead up to Christmas.
The GrainGrowers’ latest fertiliser report 

indicates that in late December there was 
373,000 tons of MAP/DAP in transit to 
Australia across nine vessels.

Diesel
From a high in excess of 190 cents per litre in 
October 2025, diesel pricing dipped in early 
January, before showing signs of an uptick.

and news coverage on the lack of onshore 
reserves for Australian fuel supplies, and 
also concerns about what impact ongoing 
instability in Iran, and elsewhere in the world, 
may have on global prices.

Australia imports almost 70 per cent 
of diesel, predominantly from Asia, and 
Gasoil sets the price benchmark for Australia. 
A prediction of Australian diesel prices can 
be found by following the Singapore Gasoil 
price; Australian pricing lags one to two 
weeks behind.

Energy
Since the end of December 2025 statistics 
from Open Electricity show a slight drop in 
the price per wegawatt hour (S/Mwh), though 

12 months.

Renewable generation
Across 2025 there was an increase in 
renewable power generation in the National 
Energy Market (NEM), most notably in the 
month of November.

This was most noticeable in Victoria which 
saw a drop in coal generation of about 12 per 
cent partially driven by continued outages at 

of this reduction was replaced by gas, though 
the technology with the largest increase in 
absolute terms was wind, with the Golden 

However, slight reductions in wholesale 
electricity prices do not necessarily 
translate into reductions in business costs, 
with vegetable growers across the country 
continuing to strain under major and 
unsustainable power bill increases.

Retail market data
CPI
The Consumer Price Index (CPI) rose 3.8 per 
cent in the 12 months to December 2025, up 
from a 3.4 per cent rise in the 12 months to 
November 2025, according to the latest ABS 
data released recently.

over the past 12 months were housing (+5.5 per 
cent), food and non-alcoholic beverages (+3.4 
per cent), and recreation and culture (+4.4 
per cent).

Fruit and vegetables
The ABS reports that in June and July 2025 
fruit and vegetable retail CPI rose 4.9 per 
cent over the previous 12 months, before 
easing in August through to October, then 
climbing to 2.7 per cent in the 12 months to 
November, and four per cent in the 12 months 
to December.

Vegetable prices rose 3.8 per cent in the 
year to December, according to the latest 
ABS data.

Retail sales
The NielsenIQ statistics show slightly higher 
volumes of vegetables purchased in the later 
stages of 2025 compared to the previous 
year, with slightly higher overall prices, in 
the corresponding period. The average price 
for vegetables overall ticked up in November 
2025, with sales volume lower, compared to 
the previous month.

Sale volumes for potatoes dropped in the 
four months leading into November, with 
prices increasing accordingly. This aligns 
with reports from supermarkets of supply 
impacts towards the end of the period due to 
weather conditions.

Despite a short variation towards middle 
of the period, 2025 consistently saw higher 
onion sales volume compared to the previous 
year. Retail prices were also slightly higher 
throughout 2025, until three quarters through 
the year when YoY pricing approached parity.

Carrot sales volume was down throughout 
much of 2025 compared to the previous year, 
with a corresponding higher average retail 
price also recorded during much of 2025.

Tomatoes recorded high sales volumes at 
the start and end of the last two years, with 
levels dropping in the middle. Retail prices 
rose and fell in line with supply, with the 
latter stages of 2025 recording slightly higher 
prices in general.

Retail prices of other vegetable commodities 
reported on largely aligned with sales volume/
supply, however broccoli recorded some 

volume sold across the period.
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An insight into the Alexandra Incident Control Centre

with Forest Fire Management (FFMVic), 

Dave explained, “The incident control centre 

area because we have an incident control team 

conditions with respect to the wind and also 

grass and also the bush to some degree, was 

tricky topography up there in those parts 

although we had some good predictions, 

out warnings and we did have warnings and 

that were unexpectedly moving in directions 

and it had come back over the Hume Highway, 
which was something that we had in place as 

wind driven… The winds back on those days 
prior to the Friday, and obviously the Friday, 

directions as it consumed or as it wanted to 

grass, and rounded hills and large boulders 

small open window in your house as opposed 

Dave Bowdern. -AR

within the Control Centre with the team was 
high, particularly because we knew that in 

was going to come that would be creating 

conditions, that being obviously the Friday, 

and then you have what you know to be an 

obviously trying to do everything we possibly 

When asked about who has the responsibility 

explained, “Typically what happens is we 

Dave said, “On Thursday night, knowing 

planning preparation and then we still had 

to be able to be planning, although we were 

the spread, knowing that the Friday would 

probably bring a more traditional weather 

which we have to concentrate on, but then our 
planning unit and the like are planning and 

control on that Friday about midday, but 

through to Alexandra in that big run that 

the community ample warning and give 
them ample time to be able to adhere to 

and whether there was a concern that it 

predictions were probably putting Alexandra 

But make no mistake, Alexandra was under 

town, providing that it has the resources 

ember attack that might come into the town or 

Asked whether Yea was in the similar 
predicted run, Dave said, “Yes, Yea was 

was a prediction where we go, yes, may or 

into the community there was to give them 
the warnings and advice that we want people 

people did make that decision to vacate 

that we had within that control centre and 

around town, being the strike teams that were 
protecting the town at that stage and doing 

control to the deputy incident controller, 
who also has the ability to incident control 

He was then asked what else he would like 

community, both pre the Friday, on the 

heard someone saying the same thing at a 

back and go, ‘Wow, what a great community 

prior and on the day and post, the teams that 

team or the incident management team we 
had at Alexandra, but the CFA volunteers, 

together, CFA and Forest Fire Management, 

have been maybe done a little bit smoother, 

He agreed with the saying that hindsight 
is always 20/20, and that in the moment, 
people are making the best decisions they 

were like what they are, that we experienced 

adapt and overcome and change our plans and 

holding the hoses right through to the team 
in the incident management team did the best 
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Crossword

ACROSS
2. Exclude from any 

further participation.
8. A wise and trusted 

guide and advisor.
9. A state of extreme 

confusion and disorder.
10. Not in good physical 

or mental health.
11. Something that is a 

source of danger.
14. Join the military.
17. Having a chaotic or 

restless character.
20. Established beyond a doubt.
23. An investigation 

seeking answers.
25. The mass of eggs in a 

female fish’s ovary. 
26. Cast a momentary 

look at something.
27. Separate and send off 

in different directions.
28. Bring something to an end.

DOWN
1. Far away in place or time. 
3. Able to move and 

bend with ease.
4. The quality of deserving 

praise or approval.
5. A titled peer of the realm.
6. An exceptionally large 

ocean wave.
7. Red pulpy fruit eaten 

as a vegetable.

12. Relation in degree between 
two similar things.

13. Come to an understanding 
on things.

15. A daughter of your 
brother or sister.

16. Place in a grave or tomb.

18. A plug for a bunghole 
in a cask.

19. A ship engaged in 
whale fishing.

21. The scene of any 
event or action.

22. Mental images occurring 
during sleep.

23. A common family car.

24. Anything of material 
value or usefulness.

BARBEQUE

BEACH

CHILDREN

FAMILY

HOLIDAYS

PICNIC

SUNSHINE

SWIMMING

TOTEMTENNIS

TREES

VOLLEYBALL

WEEKENDS

L X F T Q G P C Q L A X I T L
D V E T B S N I R K D W E O L
J N O U O B W E C D K X H T A
W B K I H T F Y V N W Y B E B
P K B A R B E Q U E I D P M Y
Z X W X S D F C Y A V C O T E
M S H Y B H H Y L Q Z C S E L
W M E G N I M M I W S A U N L
V V N E L S H U M Y K O N N O
P W O D R C S F A N J D S I V
U R R W A T H D F P Z J H S E
V E S E C H I V E Q U H I H S
N U B O Y L I F P S R H N F U
K W C A O F R D Y Y I T E W H
T V F H P Y W E E K E N D S U

Outdoors

Word Search
Outdoors

Sudoku

Math Square

Difficulty: Medium

Fill in the boxes using the numbers 1 to 9. 
Every row and column and every group 
of 9 boxes inside the thicker lines must 

contain each number and letter only once.

Fill in the missing numbers.
The missing values are the whole 

numbers between 1 and 9.
Each number is only used once.

Each row is a math equation.
Each column is a math equation.

Remember that multiplication and division are 
performed before addition and subtraction.

Cryptogram

A B C D E F G H I

25 19

J K L M N O P Q R

S T U V W X Y Z

23 22

10 17

A
25 26 8

T
22 15

3

A
25 7 8 26 15

A
25 11 1

T
22 8 7

E
19 6 8

T
22 20

3 12 8

E
19 11 1

S
23

Word Search - Words starting with “A”

Colouring Page

Jokes

ABLE

ABOUT

ABOVE

ACTOR

ACTRESS

AGAIN

ALLIGATOR

ALLOWED

ALPHABET

ANGRY

ANIMAL

ANSWER

APPLE

ARROW

 A R S U Q A A Q A C E W H P N

 R N G E A R N I J L R O T C A

 S W I B K R S Y B X Q B K S B

 U S O M E O W A L P H A B E T

 O V E X A W E Z N X L T W B Y

 E I Q R H L R S E G E R A S A

 V H L T T W N O L T R K W F W

 X K G O E C D S L U I Y U X D

 Q J H D N S A T B O H V Q L E

 A L L I G A T O R B L L I H W

 T A E J I N Y D C A F I K O O

 T Z U L I E N T C K O S O J L

 V O U A P W Y D G J Q N D K L

 I Q G P A P K B M P V L N E A

 W A C Z V U A U X Q O V Q K D

Math Square
Fill in the  
missing numbers.

The missing values are 
the whole numbers 
between 1 and 9. 

Each number is 
only used once.

Each row is a 
math equation.

Each column is a 
math equation.

Remember that 
multiplication and division 
are performed before 
addition and subtraction.

Q: What do you get if 
you cross a dinosaur 
with a pig?

A:  Jurassic pork

Q: Why can’t a 
leopard hide?

A: Because he is 
always spotted.

SOLUTIONS 
Page 15
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Vale 
Anthony Thomas McCarthy

by Matthew McCarthy (fourth 
son of Anthony)

5/11/1929 to 4/12/2025
DAD sometimes said, “The 
young may die but the old must 
die.” My brother Kieran once 
aptly described Dad as a man 
of many colours. I cannot hope 
to capture all the shades and 
colours of our Dad, but hopefully 
I can provide a glimpse to our 
whimsical, hard-working and 
good-humoured father.

Anthony Thomas McCarthy 
was born on November 5, 1929, 
at the original Yea Hospital. It 
was Melbourne Cup Day and 
the winner that day was a horse 
called Night March. It would make 
a lovely story that due to this Dad 

horses or betting. As it happens, 
he had none of these and often 
declared betting on the horses ‘a 
mug’s game,’ however perhaps not 
in earshot of our mum Carmel, 
who was known to have a regular 

Anthony was the youngest of 

McCarthy. His siblings were Jose, 
Mick, Carmel and Marie. The 
family was raised on the property 
at Dairy Creek, Homewood 
called Samaria.

Dad attended primary school 
mainly at the Homewood State 
School during the Depression 
years. Times were tough and the 
prospect of war was looming. 
However, Dad spoke fondly of 
his time at the Homewood school 
where he made lifelong friends 
and did well academically.

Dad had a great intellect, 
including a sharp ability for 
mental arithmetic. He devoured 
crosswords and was just about 
unbeatable at Scrabble. Up until 
just a few months ago, Dad would 
love to sit and work out the nine 
letter word or do the Wordle on 
his Ipad.

Dad’s secondary school 
education was at St Bede’s College 
in Mentone, Melbourne, boarding 

1945 as the Second World War 
ended. The brothers and teachers 
at the school left a lasting positive 
impact on Dad.

Dad was keen on going to 
University to do Veterinary 
Science, however, at that time, 
returned soldiers were given 
priority entry to university, and 
opportunity faded. Dad’s father 
convinced him to come back onto 
the farm at Homewood and grow 
wool and fat lambs.

Dad’s formative years in 
farming were dominated by the 
great rabbit plague. Dad would 
often speak of seeing an entire 
hillside ‘moving’ with thousands 
of rabbits. He would say that he 
wasted his youth ‘digging out 
rabbits’. Rabbit hunting was also 
the cause of him being accidentally 
shot in the leg by a shotgun by his 
cousin Jack.

Carmel and marriage
It is impossible to speak about Dad 
without speaking about our Mum.

Dad was asked to be a debutante 
partner by a young lady from 
Flowerdale, called Carmel 
Cunningham, and what resulted 
was a love story that would last 
over 70 years. Anthony and 

Carmel married in this church in 
May 1952, and what followed was 
a loving partnership that stood the 
test of time until Mum’s passing 
in early 2022.

Dad was a devoted husband 
and lavished praise on Mum both 
privately and publicly at every 
opportunity. He would recognise 
her and gave her the credit for all 
their achievements as a couple, 
setting a powerful example.

Mum and Dad moved into their 
newly built home on King Parrot 
Creek Road on New Year’s Eve 

and they had virtually no furniture. 
They set about making a home 
which was to become the centre 
of their lives and that of their six 
children, Anthony [Jnr], Kieran, 
Angela, Dominic, Matthew and 
Joseph, for the next 65 years.

Initially there was no electricity 
and no telephone. It was 10 years 
before the power came to the 
valley bringing electricity and Dad 
had to build and maintain his own 
telephone line to the house to get 
the phone connected. These days 
it is hard to believe, but they were 
stoic and inventive.

The roles that Mum and Dad 
took on the farm were somewhat 
unconventional for the times. Dad 
encouraged Mum to be actively 
involved in farm decision making 
and welcomed her input. On the 
other hand, Dad also pitched in 
domestically and was known to 
whack a stew together for dinner 
to allow Mum to spend time in 
her beloved garden. They were a 
formidable team.

Dad’s love and devotion for 
Mum was to the very end of her 

she was in ill health, every single 
day, often twice a day, Dad walked 
up to the hospital to sit and chat 
with Mum or just sit.

True love needs no words.

Work ethic
Dad had a solid work ethic and 
he applied this in building the 
productivity of the farm. Dad 
never shirked a hard day’s work. 
Always an early riser, he would be 
up and about, usually in a cheerful 
mood and stirring any troops he 
had available to help. Dad always 

pouring rain.
“It’s just an Irish mist,” he would 

say, or when encouraging us to 
dig a post hole through rock hard 
ground with a crowbar and shovel, 
he would use another favourite 
“Okay, once more with feeling”.

was another of Dad’s deeply 
held principles.

Dad never tolerated sleeping in 
occurring at Clohaune. No matter 
what events had occurred the night 
before, you could guarantee that 
Dad would bang at the bedroom 
door and declare with his booming 
voice. “The porridge is ready.” The 
other more subtle tactic was to 
leave the kitchen door open with 
the radio blaring the ABC.

As a resourceful and frugal 
farmer, Dad had a thousand uses 
for number eight fencing wire, 
using this trick to ‘keep the show 
on the road’ as John Williamson 
sings in his song True Blue. Being 
a child of the Depression, Dad 
would say, “Nothing is cheap if 
you don’t need it.”

Dad was an honest and diligent 
farming neighbour, always 
particular about livestock mix-
ups or boundary issues, and went 
the extra yard to correct it. He 
was on good terms with all his 
neighbours. He was accomplished 
at all aspects of animal husbandry 
and could tell quickly if there was 
a problem with livestock, etcetera.

Pragmatic and realistic
Dad saw the world through the 
eyes of a realist stating that things 
need to be dealt with as they are, 
not how you wished them to be.

Mum would often say Dad was 
like the character, ‘Hanrahan’, 
in John O’Brien’s poem, saying 
we would “all be ruined”. But 
I think Dad was being a realist 
about the situation, and yes 
sometimes he would describe the 
worse-case scenario, but he was 
being pragmatic.

I suspect as a result of being 
a child of the Depression, Dad 
was never a fan of the banks. He 
used to call his bank, Westpac, 
‘Wolf Pack.’

We also recall Dad always 
having a calmness about him when 
faced with calamity. In a crisis 

a calm, level head and would call 
the shots.

His Irish heritage was something 
Dad was very proud of and he 
educated us about the struggles 
our ancestors faced in their 
homeland and in early Australia. 
To put this into perspective it was 
only our great grandfather Daniel 
McCarthy who escaped Ireland 
in the wake of the potato famine.

hits and increases in costs in 
the mid-1970s, Dad took a job 

Fisheries and Wildlife at Snobs 
Creek Fish Hatchery near Eildon. 
Dad excelled at the job with his 
storytelling and public speaking 
skills coming to the fore. His 

an administration job with the 
Housing Commission in Seymour 
which was much more convenient. 
These toils resulted in the family 
farm being retained.

Happiness and optimism
Dad was quick to point out the 
funny side of even the most 
stressful situations.

He loved comedians such as 
Dave Allan, John Cleese and the 
late John Clarke. (Dave Allan 
poked fun at the Catholic Church a 
bit, but that was tolerated because 
he was Irish).

It didn’t take much to get a smile 
or laugh out of Dad, even when 
things were at their lowest. He 
would quote Henry Lawson’s The 
Ballad of the Drover with “We’ve 

were at their height.”
Dad eventually returned to full 

time farming in the early 90s. 
Mum and Dad then worked the 
farm side by side for a few decades. 
Any visiting children, relatives or 
friends were conscripted to help 
and were usually happy to oblige. 
An important addition to the farm 
in later years was Nick Blay, who 
worked alongside Dad who was 
stoked to have a trusted mentee, 
and I know that Nick appreciated 
his mentor. Mum and Dad 
reluctantly retired from full time 
farming in their late 80s and took 
up residence at 5 Loan St, Yea.

Community and sport
Dad had a passion for community 
service. He could not help himself. 
He was elected to various voluntary 
community leadership roles. Just 
to name a few: Councillor on the 
former Shire of Yea, Yea Parish 
Council, primary and secondary 
school councils, CFA Captain at 
Strath Creek and later a Deputy 

Dad always avoided the petty 
politics that can derail volunteer 
organisations. He emphasised 
focussing on showing up on 
time and pitching in, not being 
a passenger. Dad was highly 
regarded and respected in the 
community and we were all 
enormously proud of him.

Dad’s commitment to lawn 
bowls was next level. He played 
at the Yea Bowls Club and in 
his typical manner he not only 
played the game well, but invested 
a huge amount of time in the 
running of the club as president, 
secretary, coach and umpire, and 
was invested as a life member of 
the club.

He was instrumental in the 
building of the new club rooms 
and co-authored a book on the 
history of the Yea Bowls Club.

Dad would often say to us, “You 
should take up bowls. It’s a great 
game. You will get a lifetime of 
enjoyment out of it.’ Followed 
closely by, “Don’t leave it too late, 
bowls is a game that old people can 
play but young people play better.”

His legacy is that there are 
currently four avid, and I would 
say addicted, bowlers in our 
immediate family.

Whimsical / musical
Dad also had a whimsical and 
cheerful disposition.
All our earliest memories of Dad 
involve him singing, yodelling or 
reciting poetry as we drove around 
the paddocks in the old Land 
Rover. He had a massive repertoire 
of songs, poems and stories. He 
was able to recite many poems 
by memory well into his old age 
and even in the last few months 
he would be known to come out 
with verses that were relevant to 
the moment. John O’Brien, Banjo 
Patterson and Henry Lawson were 
his most quoted poets and he was 
often requested to recite one or 
two at public and private events.

He had a unique talent. He would 
retell stories and happenings 
from his life to us, usually with 
a comedic twist. Any situation 
could spark a relevant anecdote. 
Family members and characters 
from Homewood, Strath Creek 
and Yea, some who were long 
dead, came to life.

Dad was also more musical than 
some people probably know.

He could pick out a tune on the 
piano or harmonica. He purchased 
a drum kit and a saxophone in 
his early 30s, and Kieran recalls 

hearing bad saxophone coming out 
of the morning fog as Dad rounded 
up the house cows for milking.

We sent Dad off with a couple 
of selections from his eclectic 
record collection that included 
Hank Williams, the Beatles, the 
Seekers and Dean Martin.

Faith

Dad’s steadfast commitment to 
his Christian faith. He had a great 
appreciation of the Eucharist and 
he and Mum attended weekly 
Mass mostly in this church their 
whole lives. Dad was progressive 
and relished any modernising of 
the liturgy and other aspects of 
Church life.

He befriended many of the 
Parish Priests who were stationed 
here in Yea and they were often 

was not restricted to church for 
Dad, he applied the gospel values 
in all aspects of his life.

Conclusion
Dad’s passing heralds the ending of 
a by-gone era. The last of his family 
generation and the closing of a 
chapter, a break in the link to a time 
when things were very different, 
times were harder, simpler, and 
community was everything.

Dad was steadfast in his values, 
fun to be around and looked out 
for his family and community. 
His whole long life was a lesson 
on how to live with integrity 
and humility.

So we say, thank and bless you 
Dad. We will always be proud 
of you and thankful to have had 
a father of your calibre. You are 
going to be missed enormously in 
so many ways.

However, as you often said, 
“Such is life.” Now get a move 
along as Mum is waiting for you 
at the gate to go and check those 
ewes and lambs.

Anthony Thomas McCarthy’s 
funeral was held at Sacred Heart 
Church in Yea on December 
16, 2025.

Anthony Thomas McCarthy. -S

Anthony McCarthy had many passions. -S
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Water Bores
Extensive experience in drilling for water in Mansfield, 

Alexandra and surrounding areas.
Established since 1976

For answers to all your questions and a
no obligation free quote contact GRAHAM BRENNAN
Phone/Fax: (03) 9436 1982   Mobile: 0409 362 289
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northwest.drilling@bigpond.com
www.northwestdrilling.com.au EM
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WATER BORING

ANTENNAS

*BAS  *IAS  *Superannuation  
*Accounts Receivable

  *Accounts Payable *Payroll

TURNOVER 
BOOKKEEPING

Ph Trevor Turner 
0419 575 176

BOOKKEEPING

Stain removal 
Urine treatment 
Upholstery cleaning
Carpet steam cleaning 
Tile and grout cleaning 

Ph 0427 322 124 
admin@gvrestorations.com.au  

CARPET CLEANING

CONVEYANCING

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

• Domestic / Commercial
• Undergrounds 

• Cable Locations • Trenching
• Solar Installations & Batteries

Ph 0418 543 310
info@e-tec.net.au

www.etecelectrical.com.au Rec No 12906MM00042

ELECTRICIANS

EMC0082

Phone 5773 4242 Mobile 0428 577 951

EXCAVATION & EARTHMOVING

EMC0072

All general farm fencing, cattle yards, sheep 
yards, vineyards, on site welding and oxy work.

Tree plantation ripping
5 hydraulic post drivers and pneaumatic drivers

GRASS SLASHING
4 extra heavy duty slashers

GENERAL FREIGHT
Hay, timber, wool, steel, grapes, machinery

FENCING

PAINTERS

Ph 0428 972 386

PLUMBERS

0357721205 | www.simpsonsfuel.com.au

Supplying bulk fuels to your farm or business.

Lubricant specialists, catering for all your needs
with Mobil and Prolube lubricants,

greases and solvents.

24
HRS

Ampol Alexandra

Ampol Eildon

Mansfield Diesel Stop
24

HRS

SERVICE STATIONS

Email: reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

DEADLINE: 12 NOON THURSDAYS

5772 1002

Book your space 
in our trades 

directory today!

CRYPTOGRAM

QUALITY TIME WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS
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CROSSWORD SUDOKU

MATH SQUARES KIDS - MATH SQUARES

Jack at Josephine Cutting, welcoming the truck convoy laden with much needed hay and other 
fodder into town as they arrive in Alexandra. -S

Jack cheers on his dad’s mates
NEED for Feed had lots of children out waving 
to the trucks and utes on Sunday, January 25.

One very special young man was Jack 
(pictured). Jack’s father, Rick ‘Bones’ 
MacKinnon was one of the more regular 
volunteers in Need for Feed’s early days.

Sadly Rick passed away suddenly in 2020, 
leaving behind the love of his life Kate and 
son Jack.

Back in 2015, after returning home from a 
hay run to the Creightons Creek Longwood 

or so.
“There’s a group of top notch people, living 

in a southern state.
A little place called Victoria, perhaps youve 

heard of it mate?
We work and toil, like all others, at our 

On the weekend’s we meet on the road 
somewhere, to catch Graham and Cob’.

We bring our trucks, Utes and trailers,
We load donated hay, near fresh from out 

the balers.
Were taking out to stricken farmers,
Whose hearts have been struck at, such is 

natural disasters.
We don’t do it, for money fortune or fame.
Just a dusty smile and handshake, for us 

So next time you see our convoy, or our 
shirts that bear our name,

Stop and say ‘G’day, you’ll never know 
what you’ll gain.

We will keep it moving, helping is our belief,
For that’s what’s in our heart’s, we are the 

crew of Need For Feed, Disaster Relief.”



Yea Chronicle incorporating the Kinglake Chronicle, Wednesday, February 4, 202616 www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

GOSS, Elizabeth. 
She was the past 

Secretary for 
Taggerty CFA. 

Condolences to 
her family from 
Taggerty CFA.

DEATH NOTICES

GOSS, Elizabeth -
I lost a friend. Elizabeth 
Goss passed away. It 
was her time and she 
was, more than, at peace 
with it but I’m bereft. 
I’m new to Alex, and her 
intelligence, conversation 
and community was very 
much appreciated. We 
didn’t agree on some 
things but it was amicable 
and we could speak our 
mind with each other. 
Of course, I didn’t know 
her well but her ability 
to tell a great story, of 
her childhood, her loves, 
her passions was like 
being there. I’ll miss her 
very much. I’m so sad 
she’s gone. Kindness and 
compassion to her family, 
Gossy, Sandice, Marion 
and all the little ones.
Valerie Pallaoro

Rental and Sales
Alexandra

Treadmills, X- trainers, 
exercise bikes, rowers

and more.
PH:0407 231 377

FOR HIRE

ATV KAWASAKI 
MULE. 4010 Diesel 
Turbo 900cc. 4WD

H/L auto. Elec 
winch. Dual battery 
(new), hyd tipper, 
driving lights and 

spot light, gun 
holders x 2. UHF 

radio, low hrs(1143). 
$15,000 or 

Located in Euroa. 
Ph 0477 991 411

FOR SALE

OATEN Hay; 8x4x3 
bales - $200 plus freight.
Ryegrass Hay; 8x4x3 
bales - $150 plus freight.
Feed tests available.
Vetch hay available too.
Phone or text 
Mont 0428 861 159 
for delivered price.

ALEXANDRA 
PASTORAL AND 
AGRICULTURAL 
ASSOCIATION.
AGM on Tuesday,
February 10, 2026 at 
7pm in the show office
at 17-21 William Street, 
Alexandra.
All welcome to attend.
Further information can 
be obtained from the
secretary at 
pna.alexandra@gmail.com.

MEETINGS

ISA BROWN LAYERS
- POL, $35 each. Phone
5798 1868. Pick-up in
Alexandra or Yea. 
beckysfreerange@gmail.com

PETS & 
LIVESTOCK

ALEXANDRA, 
mowing round for sale.
Over 30 years of servicing 
our local area.
Enjoy the benefits of 
being your own boss.
Trailer and equipment 
included to get you started.
Training available.
Call Luke, 0418 522 842.

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Call 5772 1002 now to book your ad today!

Fax: 5772 1603 or Email: reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au
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Deadline 
on EOIs for 
commercial 

developments 
at Lake Eildon 

extended
GOULBURN-Murray Water (GMW) has extended the deadline on 
receiving expressions of interest (EOI) for commercial developments 
at Lake Eildon.

The closing date for EOIs was initially set for 5pm, January 30 
but has now been extended to 5pm on February 27. GMW General 
Manager Water Storage Services Jon McKeown said it was important 

“We know this has been a challenging time for many communities, 

he said.

closing deadline for the receipt of EOIs to enable interested parties 
to prepare and lodge submissions.

“The extension applies to all respondents to ensure participation 

GMW is seeking EOIs that align with existing land uses, the 
surrounding environment and the strategic objectives of the 
Activating Lake Eildon Masterplan and includes up to 16 parcels 
of land around the lake.

The parcels of land offer developers, investors and commercial 
operators opportunities to establish long-term ventures that may 
include: supporting biodiversity, recreation, renewable energy, 
telecommunications, tourism and workforce accommodation.

EOIs can be submitted for individual sites, combinations, 

commercial concepts.
The EOI initiative aligns with federal, state, and local priorities, 

aiming to enhance natural assets and support sustainable development 
in partnership with local communities.

All EOIs will be evaluated on price, organisational capability, 

Any successful developments will be required to align with planning 
legislation including cultural heritage and environmental expectations.

Interested parties must register via GMW’s eProcure portal, app.
eprocure.com.au/gmwater/home/public

Checklist 
to prepare 

employers for 
changed super 

payments 
this year

THE Australian Taxation Office 
(ATO) has released a new checklist, 
giving employers a clear roadmap to 
prepare for Payday Super.

Deputy Commissioner Emma 
Rosenzweig urged employers to make 
it their new year’s resolution to get 
ready for Payday Super.

The new year brings a big change to 
the super system, with Payday Super 
taking effect from July 1.

“Put simply, Payday Super is about 
employers paying super each payday, 

Rosenzweig said.
“We’ve released a Payday Super 

checklist, a simple guide for 
employers to understand what to 
do, when to do it and how to stay 
compliant, to support a smooth 

These resources will help 
employers to: Understand the new 
requirements; plan their transition; 
prepare their business; switch to 
paying super each payday.

If you use the ATO’s Small Business 
Superannuation Clearing House 
(SBSCH) to pay your employee’s 
super, this service is closing on July 
1, 2026.

Most employers who currently 
use the SBSCH already have super 
payment functionality in their current 
payroll software, and the ATO have 
released a separate checklist on how 
to transition from the SBSCH.

“Payday Super is a once in a 
generation change, and we’re 
making sure employers have all the 

Rosenzweig said.
“Don’t wait until the last minute 

to prepare. Many employers already 
pay super more often than quarterly, 
and there is nothing stopping you 
preparing now to be able to pay super 
contributions more frequently from 

Explore the full range of Payday 
Super resources at ato.gov.au/
paydayresources

Keep up to date with the progress 
of Payday Super at ato.gov.au/
paydaysuper

Cracking down on illicit tobacco
THE Victorian Government is 
intensifying its crackdown on illicit 
tobacco, with Tobacco Licensing 
Victoria to begin enforcing Victoria’s 
new tobacco licensing scheme 
this week.

Minister for Casino, Gaming and 
Liquor Regulation Enver Erdogan 
last week announced inspectors will 
start compliance and enforcement 
operations, working with legitimate 
retailers to meet their licensing 
requirements and gather ing 
intelligence to take action against 
operators selling illicit tobacco.

“Inspectors will be out in the 
community and won’t hesitate to 
act on operators who think they can 

“This scheme gives Victoria Police 
and other agencies the intelligence 
and powers they need to crack down 
on organised crime.

“If you are doing the wrong thing 
and dealing in illegal tobacco, you 
will get caught and you will face the 

Inspectors wil l  under take 
compliance and enforcement 

operations to ensure businesses are 
meeting their licensing obligations, 
and take strong action against stores 
breaking the law.

Under tough new penalties, anyone 
found selling illicit tobacco faces 

years in jail, while businesses risk 

Since the scheme started on July 
1, 2025, Tobacco Licensing Victoria 
has received more than 4100 licence 
applications, with more than 2000 
licenses now granted.

Businesses that lodged their 
application before February 1 
can continue trading while their 
application is assessed.

Tobacco Licensing Victoria can 
suspend or cancel licenses, seize 
illegal tobacco products and take 
court action.

Inspectors will also work closely 
with Victoria Police and other 
enforcement agencies, providing 
intelligence as part of broader efforts 
to disrupt organised crime and illicit 
tobacco supply chains.

Victoria Police continue to run 
intelligence-led operations targeting 
organised crime groups involved in 
illicit tobacco.

Tobacco Licensing Victoria will 
provide regulatory intelligence to 
support these broader investigations, 
enabling police to use their additional 
powers, including executing warrants 
and dismantling criminal supply 
chains, to disrupt illegal activity at 
every level of the market.

Victorians can also report stores 
selling illegal tobacco via the 
Tobacco Licensing Victoria website. 
A list of licensed tobacco retailers and 
wholesalers will be publicly available 
and regularly updated.

The Victorian Budget 2025/26

new licensing scheme and regulator, 
which oversees the legal supply 
of tobacco products in Victoria 
including licensing, compliance 
and enforcement.

For more information or to apply 
for a tobacco licence, visit vic.gov.
au/tobacco-licensing
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Images from the fire affected 
north of Murrindindi Shire

Some grapevines were burnt in Caveat, while others survived. -BD

Some of the heavily forested areas of Caveat were burnt 
through. -BD

A burnt out truck in the Caveat area. -BD Some things survived, while the surrounding area burnt. -BD

The hills around Highlands covered in burnt trees. -BD

All along parts of the roadside through the Highlands were 
blackened and charred. -BD

The remains of trees and the ashy ground. -BD

sucked out of them. -BD

The landscape around Terip Terip burnt and covered in ash. -BDThe roadsides are full of partially burnt trees, making the roads 
slightly hazardous to drive. Driving safely is a must. -BD
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Support local heroes 
at the Murrindindi 

CFA Fundraiser Gala
AN unforgettable evening to 
support and show appreciation 
to the brave men and women 
of the local Murrindindi Shire 
CFA brigades will be held on 
Saturday, March 28, 2026, from 
5.30pm at the Alexandra Football 
Netball Club.

At tendees will receive: 
Canapés on arrival; two main 
meal options to fuel the night; 
live entertainment all evening; 

extra fun and prizes; full bar and 
beverages available for purchase.

Tickets are just $60 per person, 
so grab yours now via the link 
below and secure your spot. 
Don’t miss this chance to enjoy 
a great night out while helping 

CFA members should reach 
out to Dindi Dance to receive a 
discount code to get into the event 
free, and people who donated 
will receive a 50 per cent off 
discount code.

Tickets are available at 
dindidance.com.au/cfadinner

Over $200 
million in 
bushfire 

insurance 
losses, ICA 

states
INSURED losses as a result of the 
devastating bushfires that have been 
burning through parts of Victoria since 
January 7 are estimated to have reached 
more than $200 million across 3123 claims, 
the Insurance Council of Australia (ICA) 
said last Wednesday.

This claims count includes property, 
motor, commercial and business 
interruption claims, with an estimated 30 
per cent of property claims estimated to 
be total losses.

Insurers are prioritising claims from 

Claims are expected to continue to be 
lodged as access is restored and home and 
business owners return.

To date, insurers have had a presence 
in Castlemaine, Harcourt, Natimuk, 
Seymour, Skipton and Yea to support 
impacted policyholders through the claims 
and recovery process and will look to move 
into other areas once it is safe to do so.

For those who have damage and are yet 
to make a claim, the ICA has the following 
tips: Do not be concerned if you can’t 
find your insurance papers. Insurers 
have electronic records and need only 
your name, address and date of birth; if 
your home is unsafe, notify your local 
authorities and check with your insurer 
about whether you can claim temporary 
housing expenses; take photos or video 
of damage to your property and contents, 
including possessions, to support your 
claim; speak to your insurer before 
undertaking any clean-up activities. This 
includes before you attempt or authorise 
any building work, including emergency 
repairs, noting unauthorised work may not 
be covered by your policy.

ICA CEO Andrew Hall said: “While 
insurers are continuing their strong focus 
on Victoria, safety is the upmost priority. 

ongoing event and I encourage Victorians 
to follow the advice of emergency services.

“Being here on the ground, you can 
understand the true scale and impact 
of these fires, and the devastation it 
has caused.

“Insurers are working hard to support 
impacted customers and are already 
making plans to revisit Victoria for face-
to-face consultations in coming weeks.

“For anyone who has damage and is yet 
to make a claim, I encourage them to get 
in touch with their insurer to commence 
the claims process, even if the full extent 
of the damage remains unknown.”

Highways re-open but many 
smaller roads remain closed

THE Incident Control Centre re-opened 
the Goulburn Valley Highway and 
Maroondah Highway to all motorists on 
Thursday, January 29. The re-opening was 
able to occur as a large amount of work 
had been done in the past three weeks, 
clearning dangerous trees and checking 
road conditions.

While the highway re-opening is a 
relief to many, most of the smaller roads 
in fire-impacted areas remain closed 
to non-residents.

Murrindindi Shire Council has urged 
residents and organisations providing relief 
and recovery services to take extreme 

affected areas, with road conditions 
remaining hazardous.

Council stated, “More than 450 
kilometres of local roads remain legally 
closed and are accessible only to authorised 
emergency and response services. These 
closures apply to all members of the public, 
including residents, property owners and 

safety risks.
“Residents seeking to return to damaged 

or destroyed properties should not enter 

closed roads unless formally authorised, as 
these roads have not been deemed safe for 
travel, and access is not permitted under 
current emergency restrictions.

“Visitors are welcome to the wider 
region; however, they must not attempt to 
access closed local roads in the Longwood 

remains strictly limited, and conditions 
are unpredictable and hazardous.

“Community safety remains the highest 
priority and council is working closely 
with the Incident Control Centre to assess 
damage, clear hazards and progressively re-
establish safe access to roads impacted by 

to travel only on approved routes, including 
major roads and key connecting roads that 
have been inspected, made safe or opened 
under restricted access.

remain open with travellers encouraged 
to monitor VicEmergency and check 

“There are many crews working across 
the road network, including arborists, 
specialist tree contractors, bridge 
assessors, engineers and construction 

workers. These complex assessments take 
time, and the community’s patience is 
greatly appreciated.

“Driving conditions after dark are 
extremely dangerous and should be 
avoided unless absolutely necessary. 
Fire has destroyed critical road safety 
infrastructure including ref lectors, 
barriers, signage and line marking, making 

“There is also a significant risk of 
livestock and native wildlife moving freely 
across roads due to damaged or destroyed 

see, especially in low light.
“Road conditions can change at any 

time. A road may reopen and then close 
again if additional trees fall or further 

volume of heavy machinery and crews on 
local roads as fallen trees and debris are 
removed. Drivers are asked to remain alert 
and patient, and not to overtake unless it 
is safe to do so.

“Council will continue to provide 
updates as inspections and clean-up 
efforts progress.”

School bus 
challenges post-fire

A LARGE number of roads remain closed in Murrindindi Shire 
due to the risk of falling trees. 

Students along one such road recently waited for the school but 
no bus arrived. This is understandable due to the risk, however 
the Department of Education was asked how such changes are 
communicated to parents.

A Department of Education spokesperson said, “We thank 
school staff and leaders for their work in making every effort 
possible in very challenging circumstances to ensure as many 
schools as possible are open and ready for students as the new 
school year begins.

“In line with the Department’s emergency management planning, 
schools directly communicate to families about any ongoing road 
closures and impacts on school bus routes.”   

On Friday morning, the Merton to Alexandra school bus was 
delayed by 20 minutes due to a fallen tree blocking the road. 

The Department of Education maintains a list of school and 
early childhood service closures at vic.gov.au/early-childhood-
school-closures 

Catastrophic fires highlight coordinated 
fire management Is essential

TIMBER Towns Victoria believes that the state 
must embrace a coordinated, science-based 

which saw more than 400,000 hectares of 
forest and agricultural land burnt, destroying 
hundreds of structures, and claiming life 

Towns represents eleven municipal councils 
across the state’s north, east and west.

Timber Towns President Cr Karen Stephens 

have long understood, that prescribed burning 

central role in reducing landscape-scale risk.

needs to be prioritised as a key method of 

of this intensity,” Cr Stephens said.
At the height of the emergency, Victoria 

with data from emergency authorities 
showing more than 100 separate burnt 
areas since January 5. The Longwood and 

hectares, while many smaller ignitions were 
contained quickly.

Cr Stephens points to Forestry Australia’s 
Forest Fire Management Position Statement, 
released in June, 2023, which stressed that 

landscape and cannot be eliminated 
without consequences.

must be grounded in decades of research, 
Traditional Owner knowledge, and 
coordinated action across all land tenures, 
public and private,” she said.

The statement, prepared by a number of 
Australia’s top forestry professionals and 
scientists, argues that prevention, and not 
just emergency response, must be prioritised, 
with year-round vegetation management, 
risk-appropriate land-use planning, and 
the strategic use of prescribed burning, 
cultural burning and mechanical fuel 

reduction forming the backbone of resilient 
landscapes. In addition, it also highlights the 
importance of rapid detection, with shorter 

increasing the likelihood of containing 
new ignitions.

These principles have been thrown into 
sharp relief as the scale of the current disaster 
becomes clearer. The Mt Lawson–Walwa and 

areas of pine plantations, delivering the 

in years and placing pressure on regional 
communities, agriculture and the forestry 
supply chain.

According to the Victorian Forest Products 
Association (VFPA), plantation losses have 
been substantial.

parts of Victoria’s housing supply chain”, 
noting that softwood plantations underpin the 
manufacture of paper, packaging, framing, 
trusses and other essential building products.

“Our plantation sector is resilient and 
well-established, and industry is working 
closely across the supply chain to manage 

support housing delivery,” Mr White said.

He nonetheless commended the 
extraordinary efforts of emergency services, 
particularly Forest Fire Management Victoria, 
the CFA and Forest Industry Brigades, 
which he described as “an integral part of 

local knowledge, specialised equipment and 

Cr Stephens highlighted the dedication of 
the emergency response services.

“We acknowledge and commend the 

the emergency services personnel who have 
worked tirelessly to protect lives, landscapes 
and livelihoods.” Cr Stephens said.

Timber Towns Victoria highlights the 
importance of the forestry sector which 
underpins local jobs, regional economies 

“Now is the time for the Victorian 
Government to act in prioritising proactive 

the forestry sector and commit to reforms 
that reduce risk, build resilience, and ensure 
communities are better protected in the future.

We call on government to listen, learn 
and lead.”
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Community grateful for VFF’s Emergency Fodder Support

Every truckie from the VFF hay convoy was given a slab of bottled water as they drove out of the 
gate of the Yea Saleyards. -S

Trucks leaving the Yea Saleyards to deliver straight to farms. -S

The ‘Cute Ute Crew’ from 
the Hay Runners roll in

Darryl and Andy from Yea Rotary at the barbecue, ready to feed the Hay Runners. -S

A large group of drivers from Hay Runners Australia. -S

The Hay Runners rolling through. -Dale McKeon, Plymouth Dale Photography

One of the ‘Cute Ute Crew’ from the Hay Runners. -Dale McKeon, Plymouth Dale Photography
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Sports Editorial: sports@alexandranewspapers.com.au

SDCA match 
results

VARIOUS Seymour District Cricket 
Association (SDCA) matches took place 
last week, with teams from Murrindindi 
Shire going up against Avenel and Pyalong.

A Grade
Alexandra 5/98 (S Whitehead 36, V 
Hewage 22 not out) defeated by Avenel 
6/108 (C Thomson 52 not out, H Black 22 
not out, V Hewage 4/12).

with Alexandra at Leckie Park and got 
off to a solid start through a 51 run 
opening stand between Travis Stefanos 
and Chayse Thomson.

Thomson carried his bat through the 

and was supported well by Hudson Black 
with 22 not out. Vinu Hewage was the 
standout bowler for the Redbacks, taking 
4/12, helping restrict Avenel to 6/108.

Alexandra was off to a positive start 
through Scott Whitehead (36) and Nathan 
Waugh (16) but were unable to gain enough 
momentum to get on top of Avenel who got 
over the line by 10 runs.

B Grade
Alexandra 61 (L Ronalds 18, A Thomson 
3/11, A Butler 2/9) defeated by Avenel 9/86 

L Ronalds 2/25).

GMCU under 16s
Yea Tigers 92 (J Hill 4/9, T Caddie 4/18) 
defeated by Pyalong 8/164 (J Hill 43, C 
Altas 31).

Gender report and 
Murrindindi Masters 

for Yea Golf Club
by Alan Pell

members contest a Stableford event.
Winner of the day was Chris Keogh 

(29) with 40 points, followed by Martin Lowe 

countback. However, as there were more than 
10 additional men than women playing, these 
three scores were not counted towards the 
Gender Challenge.

Gender points were awarded as follows: Di 

(countback) for 20 points; Vicki Butler 
(44) with 36 points for 15 points; Steve 
Rumney (23) with 35 points (countback) for 

The team average was won by 
the Ladies, 32 to 31, earning 10 points. Day 
score: Ladies 55 defeated Men 30. Progressive 
total: Ladies 300, Men 125.

The nearest the pin on the 14th went to Alan 
Pell, and the club award to Phil Armstrong.

Gender Challenge round six
Round six saw 31 players, with the men 
having seven more players, resulting in 

the top two men’s scores not counting towards 
gender points.

Winner of the Stroke and Putting event 
 

Second on countback was Vicki Clements 

(19) in third.

(CB) from Christine Simmons (23), with Rob 
Gill (33) next best.

Gender points: Vicki Clements with 25; 
Meryl Connell with 20; Christine Simmons 

The team average was again won 
by the Ladies, earning 10 points. Day 

A s t rong  cont ingent  of  35  Yea 
players represented the club at the Marysville 
Masters last Saturday.

The weather began mildly but by midday 
temperatures were well over 30 degrees, 
making for hot and humid playing conditions. 
Congratulations to Greg Clements, who 
won the Men’s Mini Masters under tough 
conditions. Greg also won the B Grade 
Veterans Competition last Thursday 
at Seymour.

Other excellent results included: Andrew 
Bohn, runner-up A Grade; Anthony La 
Grutta, winner B Grade; Russell Wealands, 
runner-up C Grade.

with many other Yea players also successful 
in the draws.

Well done to all Yea players whose efforts 
contributed to Yea’s team average for the 
Normie Shield (results yet to be calculated).

Barefoot Bowls kicks off at Yea Bowls Club
by Maurie Finn

Monday Triples
THE Monday Triples at Yea Bowls 
Club was generously sponsored by 
Yea Garden Centre for the month 
of January. Despite being a hot 
day last Monday, January 26, a 
good number turned out to play a 
shortened schedule.

There were just two games of 
eight ends instead of the usual three, 

real heat kicked in. The only two 
game winners were: Brett Reece, 
Maree Brennan and Rob Marks.

Barefoot Bowls began on Sunday, 
February 1 with a huge turnout, 
which exceeded all expectations. It 

was a fantastic night, meeting new 
people, lots of fun, good music and 
even some good bowling.

A big thanks to Nutrient Harcourts 
for their generous sponsorship of 
Barefoot Bowls which will continue 
for the next three weeks, starting 
at 6pm on Sunday evenings. Why 
not head along and join in the fun?

Yea Pennant had a great day 
on Saturday, January 24, with 
a convincing win over East 
Shepparton. Starting early due to 
the forecasted heat, Yea got off to a 
strong start and held a comfortable 
overall lead for the whole day.

Saturday, January 31, saw Yea 
travel to Tatura Hill Top to play 
Pennant. The match started at 
9.30am due to the predicted 
heat conditions.

Despite the greens being lightning 
fast, Yea remained very competitive 
with two rinks up and two down.

Terry McInness with Neil 
Rieschieck, Doug Shirrefs and Kym 
Cooper, held a comfortable lead for 
much of the game. Tatura fought 
back, but Yea was able to hold on 
to score a well-earned two shot win.

Rob Marks, Maureen Marks, 
Maree Brennan and Viv Cavanagh, 
had a real battle for most of the day 
with the lead changing multiple 
times. In the end Yea came away 

The other two rinks battled 
hard all day, but Tatura won 
both convincingly.

Next week Yea t ravel to 
Shepparton Park to take on the top 
side which they defeated at home in 


