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Local VFBV reps stress importance of new CFA trucks
CAPTAIN of the Buxton Fire Brigade, Paul 
Denham, and Captain of the Strath Reedy 
Creek Fire Brigade, Eric Smith, are both 
state councillors for Volunteer Fire Brigades 
Victoria (VFBV). In the aftermath of the 

for updated trucks to support volunteers and 
brigade operations.

Captain Paul Denham was able to speak with 
Victorian Treasurer Jaclyn Symes while she 

“We had a one-on-one discussion in relation 

particularly Yea and Alexandra Group areas,” 
Paul said. “We spoke about the need to replace 
the almost 700 single cab tankers that are still 

these antiquated vehicles is around $350 
million, not a lot of money considering the 

to the Victorian economy each year.
“While there’s a current program to build 

a drop in the ocean when there are still 
nearly 700 outdated appliances in need of 
replacement. And when something like the 

that one train station in Melbourne equates to 

something like three quarters of the vehicles 
that need to be replaced.”

The age of the trucks, as well as their 
mechanical state of being, are key concerns 
when it comes to CFA operations.

on the back of the truck in the rain in winter 
and the baking sun in summer. It wasn’t all 
that long ago that members of the Buxton 
brigade had to ride on the back of the truck 
in the snow when responding to incidents at 
Lake Mountain during winter. But the Buxton 
brigade is fortunate now, as they now have 
two twin cab tankers. The likes of Koriella, 
Taggerty and others still have single cab 
tankers which is less than ideal,” Paul said.

“Speaking with the Treasurer was also 
an opportunity to talk about the need for 
another dedicated program to upgrade rural 

a number of brigades in the Alexandra Group 
area receiving new stations along with an 
extension to the Buxton station, but there are 
many more stations in need of replacement 

something similar is required to tackle the 

remaining ‘tin shed’ stations across the 
state. We still have stations that do not have 

volunteers shouldn’t have to visit another 
nearby building to use a toilet.

“The Treasurer was interested to know 
which stations I was referring to. The obvious 
stations in the Alexandra Group area that 
came to mind were Koriella, Yarck, Terip 
Terip and Taggerty. You’d probably add 
Narbethong to that, along with places like 
Homewood, Highlands and Molesworth in 
the Yea Group area.

Strath Reedy Creek Fire Brigade Captain 
Eric Smith added to these concerns, 
explaining that the Yea CFA Group is facing 
similar issues.

“Yea Group’s got lots of tankers that are 
well and truly over 30 years old. Some of 
the stations need a lot of work. Highlands 
and Molesworth come to mind. Molesworth 
is in the process of doing some building 

proven is that Molesworth probably needs 
more than what they were thinking they 
needed to do,” Eric said.

“The realities of a situation like the 
Longwood Fire shows what is really 
happening, not what you might think is 

happening sometimes. It showed that the 
people who are in the CFA are quite capable of 
looking after the area. They worked extremely 
hard under pretty horrible circumstances, 
quite smartly as well.  

“I think there were mechanical failures on 
both new and old tankers. Which is the nature 
of machinery. But it showed the shortcoming 
of the lack of a comprehensive replacement 
programs for trucks.

replaces vehicles in a timely fashion and 
budget for it.

cent of the money. Given volunteers are also 
donating their time and safety, the least the 
government can do is ensure CFA is funded 
to the same standards as its paid services,” 
he concluded.

Paul also spoke to the issue of ongoing 

when a lot of the trucks don’t hold up to 

reportedly stated that provided an appliance 
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Weekly Weather 
February 18 - February 24, 2026

Goulburn R at Lake Eildon (TW) 9.00AM Mon 1.89 LGH steady

Rubicon River at Rubicon 9.00AM Mon 0.39 LGH steady

Acheron River at Taggerty 9.00AM Mon 0.45 LGH steady

Home Creek at Yarck 9.00AM Mon 0.06 LGH steady

Yea River at Devlins Bridge            8.26AM Mon 0.36 LGH steady

Murrindindi River Above Colwells 08.00AM Mon 0.19 LGH steady

Yea R at Old Killingworth Rd 9.00AM Mon 0.37 LGH steady

Goulburn River at Ghin Ghin 9.00AM Mon 3.81 LGH steady

King Parrot Creek at Flowerdale 9.00AM Mon 0.26 LGH steady

Goulburn River at Trawool 9.00AM Mon 1.47 LGH steady

Sunday Creek at Tallarook 9.00AM Mon -0.09 LGH steady

Goulburn River at Seymour 9.15AM Mon 1.76 LGH steady

Whiteheads Creek at Seymour 9.00AM Mon 0.79 LGH steady

*ISSUED AT 9:39 AM AEDT MONDAY 16 FEBRUARY 2026

STATION NAME

RIVER HEIGHTS FOR THE GOULBURN CATCHMENT
TIME HEIGHT TENDENCY FLOOD CLASS

Alexandra......................................... 7mm
Buxton............................................ 13mm
Eildon (AWS)....................................... 9mm
Flowerdale........................................ 7mm
Jamieson......................................... 11mm
Kinglake......................................... 13mm
Lake Eildon...................................... 8mm
Mans eld.......................................... 3mm
Taggerty ........................................... 8mm
Yarck ................................................ 7mm
Yea.................................................... 8mm

Above details for 7 days to 9am Monday

Height above sea level this week..................272.43m
Capacity as at 9am Monday...............................47.4%
Metres below full supply..................................16.47m
Daily in ow ..................................................500ML
Release........................................................ 4200ML
Eildon Pondage (may be subject to rapid change).................63%

DISTRICT RAINFALL
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Editorial

Sports Editorial

Letters to the Editor
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DEADLINES

If you have any enquiries please do 
not hesitate to contact the o ce on

5772 1002 or 
reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

We thank you for your continued support

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
can be submitted via email to 

editorial@alexandranewspapers.com.au or 
reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

 or by mail to Alexandra Newspapers 
 PO Box 5, Alexandra 3714.

Letters must be 300 words or less. We will 
not publish defamatory letters, or content 
which is o ensive, threatenin  or containin  
personal attacks. Submitted letters may be 
edited before oin  to print.
All letters must contain writers name, 
address and contact number. (not necessarily 
for publication). Letters without these details 
supplied cannot not be published. Deadline 
for Letters to the Editor is 9am Monday.

MONTHLY COMMUNITY GROUPS
1st Mon    St Luke’s Seniors, St Lukes Hall, Ph Jenny 0407 972 099
1st Thu    Yea Hospital/Rosebank Aux 2pm. Ph 5797 3057
2nd Wed     Molesworth Patchwork & Craft, Molesworth Hall 10am-4pm.
4th Wed      Molesworth Patchwork & Craft, Molesworth Hall 10am-4pm.
Last Fri   Yea-Kinglake RSL, 11.30am RSL Hall, Ph 5796 9353

For a $10 annual fee for one line, your club or 
organisation’s regular meeting dates will be listed each 

week. Not only is this a reminder to your regular members 
but also a good source of what groups are available in the 
community, when they meet and a contact phone number.

Yea District Hospital
5736 0400

Non-emergency police assistance
131 444

EMERGENCY 000

Local Radio Frequency
UGFM   88.9 Yea / Highlands
UGFM   98.9 Flowerdale/Hazeldene
UGFM   94.5 Kinglake Ranges

COMMUNITY DIARY

Council welcomes bushfires inquiry, seeks deadline extension
MURRINDINDI Shire Council has welcomed 
the Victorian Parliament’s Inquiry into the 

communities most heavily impacted.

making it the hardest-hit municipality 
in Victoria.

Mayor Cr Damien Gallagher has written 

The Longwood Fire continues to generate 

and recovery activity is now underway with 
a long journey ahead.

Cr Gallagher said council supports 

“We welcome the Inquiry and the 

Gallagher said.
“However, our community is still in the early 

displaced, households are still stabilising, and 

on meeting immediate needs and rebuilding 

and telecommunication and dangerous 
access constraints. Volunteer groups, 
local CFA brigades and community 
organisations continue to provide sustained 
on-the-ground support.

sustained operational pressure, supporting 

services, utilities and recovery providers.
At the same time, council is establishing 

new teams, governance arrangements and 
systems to support medium and long-term 

related roles.

prepare considered submissions at this stage 
places an unreasonable burden on already 
traumatised communities.

“The impacts on our residents, businesses 

he said.

are displaced, rebuilding, managing stock 
losses or dealing with ongoing trauma to have 
the time, capacity or emotional bandwidth to 

heavily impacted rural communities are 

the Inquiry’s outcomes.

accurate, comprehensive and evidence-based 

Gallagher said.

Council will continue to encourage 
community members to make a submission 

how to make a submission is available at
parliament.vic.gov.au/get-involved/inquiries/

victoria

visit or 

not a free community listing diary. Not 
all items can be included and are placed at 
the discretion of Alexandra Newspapers.

***************
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18
You are invited to a chat with Elders Rights 

will be provided.

***************
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21
This Way North, Tuck Shop Ladies and 
Jude Perl will be at Fawcett Hall. This is a 

***************
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22

***************

ladies committee AGM will be held at the 
club rooms at 6pm. Everyone welcome. 

***************
SATURDAY, MARCH 7
Caribbean Cruise Murder Mystery at 
Trawool. Three course dinner, game and 

essential trawoolestate.com.au or phone 

***************
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Shop 10, 38-40 Bell Street, Yarra Glen 

03 9730 1066   CindyMcLeishMP

cindy.mcleish@parliament.vic.gov.au

n 

u

CindyMcLeish.com.au

Cindy McLEISH MP
ADVERTISEMENT

STATE MEMBER FOR EILDON

Authorised by Cindy McLeish MP, Shop 10, 38-40 Bell Street, Yarra Glen

Enjoy a three-course dinner as 
the mystery unfolds around you. 

Interrogate suspects, uncover 
clues and work together to solve 
the crime before the final reveal.

$99 per person

Alexandra & 
Eildon District 

Gem & Lapidary Club
Presents:

For further information phone:
Dave: 0408 306 823 or Alan: 0492 876 595

Gems
Opals
Minerals

Crystals
Fossils
Jewellery

When: Sunday, February 22, 2026
from 8am

Where: Thornton Recreation Reserve,
Thornton-Taggerty Road, Thornton

 Thornton 
Gem & Rock  Gem & Rock 
ExhibitionExhibition

Something for all ages

Council calls for urgent, 
locally delivered mental health support

MURRINDINDI Shire Council is calling on 
the Victorian Government to urgently revise 
the delivery model for recently announced 

the current announced approach risks leaving 
some of the state’s most heavily impacted 

In an open letter to Ingrid Stitt, Minister for 
Mental Health and Ageing, council has raised 
serious concerns that Murrindindi Shire is 
effectively excluded due to the tyranny of 
distance and being disconnected from the 

The January 2026 bushfires burned 
through around a third of Murrindindi Shire, 
destroying approximately 200 homes and 

Yea man to fight 
charges in May

ON Tuesday, February 10, Yea man Jake 

Camp Sovereignty at Kings Domain on 

Three of the men entered pleas of not 

Four of the men, including Mr Crockett, 

in the “interests of justice” for the accused 

Mr Crockett faces charges of violent 
disorder, affray and discharging an 

The other three men have had their 

All are currently on bail under strict 
conditions, including not to enter 

According to the ABC on January 21, 

deport or cancel the visas of individuals 

penalties for hate crime offences, and create 

Voluntary hospital amalgamation recommended by boards
ON Monday, February 16, Alexandra District 
Health (ADH) and Eastern Health announced 
that their boards have formally recommended 

the completion of a comprehensive business 
case and consideration of staff, stakeholder 

“This recommendation has been submitted 
to the Victorian Department of Health and the 

“The recommendation is focused on 
strengthening access to care closer to home 

Health and expand inpatient care, increase 
specialist clinics, introduce a dialysis service, 
strengthen oncology services, and improve 

They directed people to learn more and 
access FAQs at connectingcare.net

Yea and District Memorial Hospital and 
Darlingford and Upper Goulburn Nursing 

The survey conducted by Alexandra 
District Health is currently the subject of a 

people could express an opinion about the 

Information Commissioner on the 
grounds that ADH has previously released 
information to the public from the survey, 

ADH’s full press release can be found on 
page 17 of this edition.

accounting for almost half of all residential 

Strathbogie Shire, Murrindindi experienced 
a disproportionate share of the damage, 

Despite this scale of impact, Murrindindi 

The nearest services are located in Benalla, 
Shepparton and Lilydale, requiring travel of 

Murrindindi Shire Council Mayor Damien 
Gallagher said the current model creates 
an unacceptable barrier to care for people 

is proposed to be delivered simply does not 

“For people experiencing trauma, grief 
and loss, asking them to travel long distances 

Council is calling for a portion of the funding 
to be allocated directly to established local 
services in Murrindindi Shire, including Yea 
and District Memorial Hospital, Alexandra 

Cr Gallagher said the current approach 
contradicts the National Disaster Mental 

delivered health responses prevented 
escalation and avoided far more costly 

local services ensures continuity of care and 

Council has formally called on the 
Victorian Government to: Immediately 
allocate a proportion of the announced 
funding directly to local providers in 

outreach, engagement and therapeutic support 

equitable, accessible and locally delivered 

support, visit murrindindi.vic.gov.au/
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Church Services 
ST PETER’S MEMORIAL 

ANGLICAN CHURCH
Cnr Bald Spur/Whittlesea Kinglake Rds,  
Sunday Services, 8.30am Communion.

 Minister: Rev. Ruwan Palapathwala 
0458 113 099
- - - - - - - -  

ST LUKE’S ANGLICAN CHURCH 
OF YEA

Sunday Service time 11am
Prayer ul Re ection - held each uesday, 

10am to 11am - all welcome
Father Mario Hendricks

 Ph: 0435 953 777 
- - - - - - - -  

CATHOLIC PARISHES OF 
 ALEXANDRA AND YEA

Parish Priest, Father Jose Mathew
0459 402 547

St Matthews Eildon, Saturday 5pm
Immaculate Conception Parish

Alexandra, Sunday 8.45am
Sacred Heart Yea, Sunday 10.45am

- - - - - - - - 
CATHOLIC PARISH OF 

KINGLAKE
Fr Martin Ashe, Parish Priest

 Ph 9717 6482
St Mary’s Kinglake: Sunday 8.30am

- - - - - - - - 
SCOTS PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH, YEA
Station Street Yea 

Sunday Service 10.30am
Colin Whiteway 

Ph 0457 340 525
- - - - - - - -  

UNITING CHURCH
1st and 3rd Sundays 9am, 1050 Main Road, 

Kinglake West. 9716 2330

Parliamentary inquiry into summer bushfires to go ahead
MEMBER for Eildon, Cindy McLeish MP, 
said that the Parliamentary inquiry into the 

impacted by and having responded to the 

Ms McLeish said, “The bushfires 
decimated 140,000 hectares including large 

“A shocking 45 per cent of the total number 
of structures destroyed across Victoria were 

“On top of this, 520 sheds including 
shearing and machinery sheds, 2000 
kilometres of damaged or destroyed fencing, 
14,000 hectares of farmland, and over 5500 

Ms McLeish said that volunteers, 

personnel and communities affected by 

questions about preparation, resourcing of 
emergency services agencies, management 

can now be addressed through the inquiry 
to be undertaken by the Legislative 
Council’s Environment and Planning 

After originally opposing the inquiry 

The inquiry will consider and report on the 

as well as the causes and circumstances of 

Ms McLeish encourages as many people 
as possible to make a public submission by 
the closing date of March 15 via parliament.
vic.gov.au/get-involved/inquiries/inquiry-

submissions
Parliament determined the inquiry is to be 

Inquiry into the 2026 summer 

On February 4, the Legislative Council agreed 
to the following motion:

That the Environment and Planning 
Committee inquire into, consider and report, 
by June 1, on:

(1) the preparation and planning by 
government, emergency services agencies 

including management of public and private 
land and roadsides;

Tyrrell seeks explanation into CFA command decisions
ONE Nation Member for Northern Victoria 

question some operational decisions by CFA 
command during the last month’s devastating 

Tyrrell raised concerning examples of CFA 

to fight fires by themselves, using their 

affected communities joined together to help 

save each other’s homes and livelihoods with 

“Once again our brave CFA members came 

told stories by my constituents of CFA crews 

outside of Yarck when a CFA tanker arrived, 
drove into the paddock and immediately left, 
the crew ordered to return to the command 

incidents were experienced by residents at 
Koetong in the northeast and at Mt Tenneriffe 

“No-one is questioning the commitment of 
CFA personnel to keep Victorian’s safe but 

to stand down units on the frontline, leaving 

into the circumstances surrounding these 
decisions because my constituents affected 

Questions asked of the 
State Control Centre

ate Control Centre was asked a series 
of questions about the management of the 

set up for the Longwood-Berry’s Lane? What 
shifts did incident controllers work? Did any 
incident controllers abandon their posts during 
a shift? When was power and communications 
lost in Alexandra and what impact did this have 
on calling in additional vehicles? When was 

was there an incident controller for the whole 
time while this was occurring? How many 
additional brigades were called in when the 

on January 7 to support emergency operations 

This is governed by joint standard operating 
procedures in place across our emergency 

potential to impact the Alexandra township, 
the incident management team was relocated 

“Additional resources were called in as 
needed and this has included interstate and 

“Consistent with our continuous improvement 
culture, an after action review will be conducted 
to identify opportunities for improvement and 
things that went well that should be sustained 

Two further questions were also sent: Are 
you able to advise whether any members 
of incident command abandoned their post 

on the northern edge of the town?
No response was received by the time this 

Councils unite to support 
Murrindindi’s fire recovery

the long road to recovery following the 

made clear the importance of councils 
working together, alongside state and 

emergency strikes a rural municipality of 

to ensure communities are supported 

Through the Municipal Association 
of Victoria’s emergency management 
support program, councils from across 
Victoria have stepped in to assist 

Victorian councils have stepped in to 

including close to 50 from the City of 
Whittlesea, as well as teams from as 

addition, council has engaged a further 
50 to 60 contractors to deliver critical 
infrastructure and recovery works across 

working closely with fellow Longwood 
f ire-affected councils, Mitchell, 

a shared agreement to support our 
communities wherever help is needed, 
regardless of council boundaries or 

This means that if residents see staff 
wearing another council’s badge working 
on local roads, trees, bridges or entering 

Community members are encouraged to 
give them a friendly welcome and know 
they are part of a coordinated recovery 

The additional workforce is playing 
a vital role across our shire, supporting 
recovery information hubs, undertaking 
on-site property assessments, inspecting 
roads, bridges and trees, and helping 
maintain essential council services while 

To date, hundreds of kilometres of roads 
have been assessed and more than 250 
property assessments completed, helping 
to restore access and provide certainty 

Council also acknowledges the 

and Australian Governments, with 
funding covering the majority of costs 
associated with employing additional 

investment ensures council can respond 
to increased demand created by the 
emergency while continuing to deliver 

Around half of council’s own workforce 

Having extra staff on the ground means 
council can continue supporting the 
community, with minimal disruption 

murrindindi.vic.
gov.au/recovery and sign up for the Fire 

Gallagher, said collaboration had 

“Our community has been through an 

is making sure people feel supported at 

“The additional staff who have joined 
us from other councils, are making a 

contribution is helping us provide timely, 
practical assistance to residents, farmers 

“We also want to acknowledge the 
strength of our community and the way 

Recovery will take time, but council will 
walk that path alongside our community 
and stay focused on what is needed at 

The numbers

impacted local government area in the 

Damage is still being assessed, and 
to date includes: Houses destroyed 

Total stock/animal losses (including bee 
hives) 5672, Fencing destroyed 4524km, 

Road and bridge assessments at 
a glance: 451 kilometres total roads 

currently estimated as directly impacted, 

speed restrictions, 87 kilometres of tree 
works underway, 228 kilometres of 

assessed, nine bridges closed, and 48 

(2) the causes and circumstances of the 

adequacy of the government’s climate policies 
and actions, forecasts, warnings and public 

for the Country Fire Authority (CFA), Fire 
Rescue Victoria and Forest Fire Management 
Victoria and recruitment and retention of 
CFA volunteers;

(4) the emergency responses to control 

resources and communications;
(5) resilience of critical services and 

infrastructure such as electricity, water and 

(6) the impact on the community, business 
and agriculture and efforts to aid in recovery;

(7) the impact on the environment, 
including native wildlife, and any measures 
to better protect native forests, including 

in remote locations;
(8) the impacts of climate change on the 

natural environment, which has resulted in 

in Victoria;

misinformation leading into and during the 

(10) the interjurisdictional support into and 

season, including interstate and international 
deployments, Commonwealth support and 
relief efforts; and

(11) lessons from and progress on the 
implementation of recommendations 
from previous inquiries, reports and 
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Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

Learn more at transport.vic.gov.au/myki

Seniors can now 
on weekends across all public 

transport, Victoria wide

 travel free travel free 
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Student of the Week Proudly supported by  
Kinglake branch

Congratulations to Olivia, Isla, Tahlia and 
Esther for their commitment to living our 
school values of Respect, Resilience and 

Safety.

 SACRED HEART SCHOOL

Incident controller Jamie Hansen speak about the night of January 9
INCIDENT Controller Jamie Hansen worked 

evening of January 9, as well as later working 

January 7 on the Hume Highway, at the start 

the way, it tore through the landscape and as 
a result there were over 1500 homes that were 
damaged or destroyed, and tragically, we lost 

Jamie had been rostered on with a mobile 
statewide incident management team and 
was effectively on standby from 4pm in the 

was burning and they needed a management 

normal night shift arrangements that incident 
control centres (ICCs) would have had 

that were working that night or rostered to 

many cases, people weren’t able to get to the 

In addition, there were intermittent 
power outages and internet outages and 
phone interruptions throughout the day 

around one or two o’clock in the afternoon and 

to transfer control for the evening across to 

and a number of my team came from different 

having quite a few conversations about the 

Forefront of our mind was that we could 
see that there were emergency warnings in 
place, but our great fear at the time was that 
people weren’t able to get out of the path of 

Fortunately, many people had evacuated, 

us is that we didn’t have a great deal of 

people heeded the warnings and the advice 
to leave early and were able to do so, which 
has certainly, in my opinion had a positive 

the umbrella of Emergency Management 
Victoria, all the emergency service response 

standard incident management system that we 

have people from all different agencies 

is a testament to the sector, and we go by 

are different experiences, there’s different 
expertise, and everyone is working together 

New Zealand and Canada that have also come 
in to support that and they all work under the 

require a little bit of a refresher on things 
because it’s slightly different to overseas, 
but the general principles are all the same, so 

largely volunteer brigades, how did it work 
in terms of calling brigades out to help in the 

were called for to come and help?

eighth and ninth of January, the districts will 
have their readiness arrangements in place 

strike teams of crews on water tankers, and 

respond locally and then they’ll have teams 

attack, then the request goes through our 
system, which will then call upon the closest 
of available strike teams, but then also goes 
out to more strategic planning about where 

take tankers or strike teams from areas that 

Questioned about the logistical challenge of 
keeping track of units under such conditions, 

of where brigades have responded, via radio, 
and we’re also able to track them using the 

work done in the past, particularly within 

their equipment is, and to ensure that our 

control centre and that we can provide them 
with any critical safety information during 

stands out for me is that right throughout 

have volunteers that step up to come out 
and do some of the most arduous tasks that 

we can ask of them, and that can be at two 
or three o’clock in the morning where we 
need them to go and black out a paddock or 

extends right through to our FFM personnel 
who are working in the bush every single 

degree days, we still had crews in there 
with chainsaws and rake hoes and operating 
machinery, making our containment lines 

some of them, it was to the detriment of their 

responders who lost homes while they were 
at work and we’ve also had many others that 

whether it be burnt through their farm, lost 

love about being involved in these incidents 
is that while there were devastating impacts 
on community that we have to bear and live 
with, and understand and appreciate, it’s how 
well their response and support agencies come 

When asked how he personally coped with 

take on the role of incident controller, the 
most important thing is to control a large 
team that is attempting to bring about some 
kind of control in some cases like this one, 

ensuring that the team is working effectively 
and keeping focused and where required, they 
get the support and the ability to have that 

that time, he knows what it’s like on the 

the front door of a house with an incredibly 

the sky goes black and you’re completely and 
utterly showered in embers and the radiant 
heat that comes off these things and then 

power line falling and gas cylinders exploding 

psychological support after the fact, but also 

Incident controllers also do a lot of work 
with psychologists to understand how they’re 

who have lost their homes and that tried to 

that I’ve had to defend my own home, but I’ve 
had to defend others where, you know, we 

that, as I was driving in to this control centre 

about some of those moments, but it doesn’t 

lot of activity happening, it’s in those down 
times and the quieter periods where the 

go through that, and I completely acknowledge 
it, but it is absolutely impossible for us to 
defend every single home… Everyone gave 
it 100 per cent as far as I could tell, or 110 

containing the perimeter and extinguishing 

Decomposed vegetation along creek lines 

They are less interested in smouldering 
trees in areas of burnt ground, but are 
certainly keen to extinguish stumps and trees 
that are threatening or have the potential to 

will be going through different levels of 
impact, right through from the people that 
lost their home through to people that feel 
guilty about the fact that they didn’t lose 

The stock loss, the potential displacement, 
the inability to get back to their homes, the 
damage to their property, the impact on the 
environment and to the local fauna, it all 

confronted with that level of trauma and 
this overwhelming situation that’s in front 
of you, you can often feel frustrated, angry 

we don’t want people to do is to go inside 
their shell and think that they can do this 

get the support that people need, right through 
from how to go about insurance, how to go 
about temporary accommodation, and the 
psychosocial sociological support that is often 
required… It’s everyone in the family that 
needs to be checked on here and particularly 

know from the research that getting back 
to a sense of normality for children really 
does protect them from further psychological 

He added that there is traditionally another 

to encourage people to utilise the Vic 
Emergency app on their phone and keep 

again acknowledge the frustration that people 

that it takes time to open roads and make 

thank people for their patience and completely 
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Head for the hills and discover 

Victoria’s regional events. 

Try your hands (and feet) at various 

things you’ve never done before. 

You could find yourself cider 

quaffing, tulip sniffing, star gazing, 

maybe even grape stomping.  

THE PUT YOURSELF 
OUT THERE
BIT

VISITVICTORIA.COM
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Highlands CFA: where was the support?
HIGHLANDS CFA Captain David Webb has 

lack of back-up support available during the 

David said of the brigade’s experience 

out to the Longwood Fire on the Wednesday 
afternoon [January 7], to which we didn’t 
think there were enough CFA appliances 

with a relief crew from Yea, and it was 

to go and pick our truck up at 3am on the 
Friday morning, which was the day of the 

private units, but we fought all day Friday 
in our truck in our area in Highlands when 
we were impacted majorly in the Highlands 

to do with the incompetence of the CFA’s 
Incident Command Centre (ICC) and the 

old trucks or anything like that because 

and utter incompetence by the CFA and the 

His concerns started on the Wednesday 

night, there were trucks parked on roads 

the sector commander of the Hughes Creek 

appliances, more trucks to help with the 

to 20 trucks in Yea on the Friday, that were 

it wasn’t going there, which we were right 

could have told you that Yea wouldn’t be 

ICC believe that their maps are better than 
what the people are telling you on the ground, 

Asked whether his major concern was that 
there were so many trucks located at Yea and 

asset? We’re all farmers up here, so our assets 

that were lost up here because there was an 

I’m not saying we could have saved every one 
of those homes by having more vehicles, but 

strike teams in my sector on the Friday, which 

genius to work out where you would put your 

crews standing up in outer urban brigades in 

When asked where the directive was 

complete and utter incompetence and lack of 

down to a lack of knowledge of the geography 
but they never even attempted to get out and 

still have not seen a single person from the 

of different roles and stuff like that come and 
see us, but there’s been no one from the ICC 

ICC come and put their eyes on anything and 
say, can we help you do this? Do you think 
maybe we should do that? Can we give you 

had some backup vehicles come and they just 

turn out our vehicles to show them where to 
go, what to do, because they weren’t getting 
maps, they weren’t getting any information 

you two or three hours to get 10 minutes up 

the emergency services, they’re not closed 

why we had to guide the crews around in the 
end of the second week when they did come 

in Highlands until the end of the second 

through, we never saw another CFA vehicle 

near the support that we were probably 
deserved and entitled to, and I just believe 

When he was asked what changes he would 
like to see put in place for future situations, he 

in the management role, and I’d like to see 

ground and give those volunteers what they’re 

on the Friday when it jumped the containment 
line that we had in place, and the response 

volunteers that are on the ground making 

David was interviewed for a Nine News 

sentiment that some of our people may hold 

been calling and speaking to these people, 

He also commented that he doesn’t believe 

issue, saying that the two trucks which broke 

to the size it did was anything to do with 

was 100 per cent to blame on the CFA because 
of their incompetence in the management role 
of it, and the lack of resourcing that was sent 

incident controller was that said my request 

incident controller that cancelled my request 
for the additional 20 trucks, needs to be held 

Triple Zero 
actions during 

recent fire

place to respond to periods of peak demand 
and extreme weather, and we were well 

Emergency Communications Centres, 

control centres, including the Incident Control 
Centres at Alexandra/Seymour, Epsom 

management of the Longwood, Harcourt 

Centres provides a critical extra layer of 
real-time data, on-the-ground support 
and f ield intelligence, signif icantly 
strengthening situational awareness for all 

CFA questioned 
about whether 

firefighting 
support was 

refused

support were refused during the Longwood 

further information and the reason/s for 

since commencement has been consistent, 

priority needs against the State Emergency 

When further pressed, they added, 

have been responded to from the very 
beginning, and throughout the January 

resources were continually dispatched to 

established in the State Emergency 

response requests across the state during 
this period, some resources were unable 

How many incident 
controllers are based 
in Murrindindi Shire?

was asked how many active Level 

A State Control Centre spokesperson 

Incident Controllers across the 

of the emergencies we face this high 

information was also provided: Incident 
Controllers are deployed across the 
state in line with risk, readiness 

rigorous accreditation process for 

an extremely high calibre of incident 

When asked whether no data was 

Incident Controllers, we were advised 
that they would be unable to provide 
that information as it would be a breach 

It was pointed out that there would be 
no breach of privacy in providing such 
numbers, however no response was 
received by the time this newspaper 

Support eligibility challenges
have expressed concerns that 
there are no state government 
fencing or clean up supports 
being offered to people in their 

When questioned about 

website for information and 
advice, including financial 
supports available, to support 

fol low i ng  i n fo r m at ion : 
Individuals are encouraged to 
contact Rural Finance to get 
advice on whether they are 
eligible for a grant, rather than 

eligibility and how to apply is 
available at 
au

Information and advice 
for landholders impacted by 
the recent fires, including 

supports available, can be found 
at 

Recovery Grants of up to 

primary producers to support the 

costs of clean-up and reinstating 

the farm must contribute to 

Funding can be used for essential 
recovery activities such as 
disposing of livestock, rebuilding 
or replacing damaged on-farm 
infrastructure (including fences) 

Rural Financial Counselling 

can help identify whether a 
business is eligible and can be 

Landholders whose properties 
share boundaries with public 
land are encouraged to visit 
the public land recovery page 
on the Department of Energy, 

Environment and Climate Action 
website for information about 
fencing including the fencing 
policy and essential water 

helps the small landholders where 
their home didn’t burn but their 
farm was destroyed, and who 

It also doesn’t help people who 
are looking to have their burnt 
sheds cleaned up if the sheds are 
more than 100 metres from the 
main residence, as is the case for 
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Crossword
ACROSS
1. Act in a threatening manner.
3. A tenant in someone’s house.
7. Break into pieces 

violently and noisily.
9. Not secret or hidden.
10. Unable to move or 

resist motion.
11. Small, delicate, and charming.
12. A minor actor in 

crowd scenes.
14. Slow to learn or understand.
16. Depressing in character 

and appearance.
17. Swallow a drink 

heartily in one go.
18. A beautiful messenger 

of God. 
20. A covering worn to 

protect clothing.
21. A seemingly bottomless 

gulf or chasm.
23. Crave for someone 

else’s property.
25. The subject matter 

of a discussion.
26. A formal military 

gesture of respect.
27. A breakfast food 

prepared from grain.

DOWN
1. An ill-tempered or 

gloomy state of mind.
2. The central block or 

hub of a wheel.

4. An open-mouthed stare 
of amazement. 

5. A toy used to amuse babies.
6. Showing little interest 

or enthusiasm.
7. Firm, dependable and 

loyal behaviour.
8. An obstruction that 

delays progress.
13. Drink made by steeping 

leaves in water.

15. Bother persistently with 
trivial complaints.

17. An uneasy feeling about 
one’s conduct.

19. Anything capable of 
causing death.

22. A long, loud, mournful wail.

24. Open glass used for 
holding cut flowers.

ADELAIDE

BRISBANE

CARLTON

COLLINGWOOD

ESSENDON

FREMANTLE

GEELONG

HAWTHORN

NORTHMELBOURNE

RICHMOND

STKILDA

SYDNEY

C E V E D K Z U Q F F C H E T
E S H A N S T K I L D A F D P
Q S U H O A I H Q O H R C I K
L E P T M V B G A R U O G A C
I N A Q H S P S K W L P E L F
V D E Y C C Y N I L T H E E T
L O B L I Y O D I R I H L D I
H N Q S R T Q N N V B O O A D
Q K S A L W G B Z E J L N R W
K B N R N W H E K Q Y L G C N
J J A H O E L T N A M E R F J
L C J O P P G D X P V G E C Q
X K D K U U F Y G M L W V Q C
N O R T H M E L B O U R N E U
P G I J P Z S L Z T T R O K F

Outdoors

Word Search
AFL Teams

Sudoku
Math Square

Difficulty: Hard

Fill in the boxes using the numbers 1 to 9. 
Every row and column and every group 
of 9 boxes inside the thicker lines must 

contain each number and letter only once.

Fill in the missing numbers.
The missing values are the whole 

numbers between 1 and 9.
Each number is only used once.

Each row is a math equation.
Each column is a math equation.

Remember that multiplication and division are 
performed before addition and subtraction.

Cryptogram

A B C D E F G H I

8

J K L M N O P Q R

S T U V W X Y Z

23 5

T
5 25 9 15 11 9

A
8

T
5

S
23 19 7 11

T
5

A
8 3

S
23

T
5 11

A
8 6 26

A
8 21

Word Search - Words starting with “C”

Colouring Page

Jokes

CAMERA

CARROT

CASTLE

CHAIR

CHEESE

CIRCLE

CIRCUS

CLEVER

CLOCK

CLOWN

CLUMSY

COMB

CRAYON

CYCLE

 P C N K C O E J D C Y N A B H

 K I K D H L F L R S U C R I C

 F A F A A B O A C A M E R A P

 Q I U T I S Y C P Y D G M D J

 Y N S G R O W G K M C D C I B

 P H C B N E Q K F T B N G G W

 A D F L L F K W K E O E K V P

 L D I T E Z E V U S F R Z Q C

 Q X S K F V K V C E T E R L D

 J A K O C N E R O E E W U A O

 C F N W O L C R M H K M K B C

 Q G C P E X Z M B C S K C N K

 N C Z N N C I N I Y C H P C F

 C I R C L E P B K W M A N K W

 V A L L U Q Y E U G X K C P W

Math Square
Fill in the  
missing numbers.

The missing values are 
the whole numbers 
between 1 and 9. 

Each number is 
only used once.

Each row is a 
math equation.

Each column is a 
math equation.

Remember that 
multiplication and division 
are performed before 
addition and subtraction.

Q: What is a calendar’s 
favourite food?

A:  Dates.

Q: What is a robot’s 
favourite snack?

A: Computer chips.

SOLUTIONS 
Page 14
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ADH statement:  
Board recommends hospital merger

THE boards of Alexandra District Health and Eastern 
Health have formally recommended a voluntary 
amalgamation to strengthen access to care closer to 
home for the Alexandra and district community.

A comprehensive business case has found the 
voluntary amalgamation would create a more 
sustainable local health service and support the 
delivery of more connected care across the rural–
metropolitan catchment by strengthening the 

local patients and staff.
Around 40 per cent of hospital care for people 

living in the Alexandra catchment is currently 
provided through Eastern Health, with the 
two organisations working closely together to 
provide oncology services, dialysis planning 
and shared workforce and training initiatives. 

opportunities to deliver more care locally, including: 
Expanded local access to specialist care, with new 
and increased specialist clinics delivered at Alexandra 
District Health, including general medicine, geriatrics 
and paediatrics, reducing the need for patients to 
travel long distances for routine specialist review; 
increased low-complexity surgery services to better 
utilise existing beds and theatre capacity to safely 
deliver more care locally; a three-chair dialysis 
service at Alexandra District Health, operating as 
part of Eastern Health’s renal hub-and-satellite model; 
improved access to imaging (X-ray) and diagnostic 
services, addressing current service gaps that limit 
the ability to deliver and coordinate care locally; 
stronger workforce sustainability, supported by 
expanded training and career pathways across rural 
and metropolitan settings, including access to Eastern 
Health training programs, commencement of an 
allied health graduate program from 2027, extension 
of learning management and scholarship programs, 
and opportunities for postgraduate education and 
specialist supervision; clearer, more integrated care 

and, over time, shared patient information systems, 
making it easier for patients to move between local and 
metropolitan services when escalation or specialist 
care is required; and more sustainable use of shared 
systems and support services, including emergency 
and disaster response, allowing Alexandra District 
Health to focus resources on frontline care while 
maintaining a strong local presence.

The decision follows a structured engagement 
process with staff, stakeholders and community 
members, which helped inform the business case and 
was carefully considered by the boards.

Feedback from this engagement highlighted 
strong support for sustainable local healthcare and 
expanded access to services, alongside the importance 
of protecting the strong, rural identity at Alexandra 
District Health, maintaining essential services and 
ensuring local voices continue to be heard.

Alexandra District Health Board Chair, Kim 
Flanagan, said importantly, the recommendation 
includes clear safeguards to protect local 
identity, leadership and community involvement. 
“If approved, Alexandra District Health will retain 
its name, and all locally raised funds and donations 
will continue to be used to support services for the 
local community,” Mr Flanagan said.

“Local leadership will remain in place, and the 
Community Engagement Committee will continue to 
play a formal role in ensuring community perspectives 
inform service planning and decision-making.”

In making this recommendation, the boards have 

ongoing recovery across Alexandra and surrounding 

of the existing partnership, with Eastern Health 
providing support to Alexandra District Health during 
a period of heightened demand across the district. The 
boards agreed that formalising this partnership is an 
important part of supporting community health and 
wellbeing into the future.

Mr Flanagan said the recommendation responds to 
the challenges facing rural communities and smaller 
health services.

“Our communities experience higher rates of 
chronic disease and mental ill-health than the 
Victorian average, alongside an ageing population and 
higher hospital admission rates,” Mr Flanagan said.

“At the same time, access to primary and specialist 
care is constrained, with many local people 
travelling between 45 and 90 minutes for care that 
could be provided closer to home if local capability 
were strengthened.”

“Alexandra District Health’s size also limits its 
ability to sustainably expand services, attract and 
retain workforce, and invest in the systems and 
governance required for contemporary models 
of care.”

“The board has determined that a voluntary 
amalgamation with Eastern Health provides the 
strongest platform to address these challenges, 
expand access to care closer to home, and protect 
what the community values most about Alexandra 
District Health.”

Eastern Health board chair, Eugene Arocca, said the 

delivering for patients across the the catchment.
“Our organisations already work closely together, 

with around 40 per cent of hospital care for people 
living in the Alexandra catchment currently provided 
through Eastern Health,” Mr Arocca said.

“A voluntary amalgamation would allow services to 
be planned and delivered in a more coordinated way, 
strengthen clinical governance, and make it easier 
for patients to move between local and metropolitan 
services when specialist care or escalation is required.”

The recommendation has been provided to the 
Secretary of the Victorian Department of Health 
and the Minister for Health for consideration and 
approval, in line with the Health Services Act 1988.

“No changes will occur unless the Minister for 
Health approves the proposal,” Mr Flanagan said.

“In the meantime, it is business as usual. Our focus 
remains on delivering safe, high-quality care for our 
communities and continuing to work together through 
our existing partnership.”

Alexandra and District Tourism 
and Traders (ADTTA)

ADTTA commented about the decision, “Our priority 
is simple: stronger, sustainable healthcare for our 

on whether the recommendations and questions we 

business case, and we look forward to reviewing 
the detail. We remain committed to helping our 
community engage with the proposed amalgamation 

and the wider Murrindindi Shire.”

Ruth Konig Memorial Scholarship:  
Ashlee Francombe and Matilda Underhill
THE Rotary Club of Yea’s dinner meeting on 
February 12 was a special evening as the guest 
speakers were Ashlee Francombe and Matilda 
Underhill who in December 2025 were each 
awarded a Ruth Konig Memorial Scholarship.

In late 2025 Yea Rotary was delighted to 
accept a very generous donation from the Yea- 
Kinglake RSL Sub-branch which enabled two 
awardees to be selected for the scholarship

In their presentations, both Matilda and 
Ashlee shared with the audience a little of 
their personal circumstances, community 
volunteering and tertiary goals and aspirations. 
Matilda has accepted an early offer to La 
Trobe for a Bachelor of Education (Early 
Childhood and Primary teaching) and has 
already moved onto campus accommodation.

Bachelor of Nursing, Off campus and will 
commence studies in early March. When she 
completes her nursing studies, she is hopeful 
of returning to work in the local area.

Both Ashlee and Matilda expressed 
their gratitude for the club’s support and 
are deeply committed to making the most 
of their opportunities, acknowledging that 
the scholarships would allow them both to 
overcome the barriers of rural disadvantage 
and give them the chance to achieve higher 
education success for the future.

Jeff Swain (Yea-Kinglake RSL Sub branch) 
also spoke of the continuing partnership 
between Yea Rotary, the RSL and Yea HS. At 
last year’s high school presentation afternoon, 
he was particularly pleased to present Matilda 
with the ADF Long Tan award, as well as 

accompanied her scholarship.
Yea Rotary and the Yea- Kinglake RSL 

support, in Ruth’s memory, to both Matilda 
and Ashlee and wishes them all the best for 
their futures.

Ruth Konig Memorial Scholarship recipients Matilda Underhill and Ashlee Francombe alongside 
President Darryl King. -S

Youth achievements celebrated
THE Rotary Club of Yea’s dinner meeting on February 6 highlighted 

recipients of the Ruth Konig Memorial Scholarship.
Ruth was a committed, passionate and inspirational Rotarian and 

teacher at Yea High School, whose vision was to see all students reach 
their educational potential. When Ruth died in 2016, she left a bequest 
to Yea Rotary and in her memory, with added club funds, the Ruth 
Konig Memorial Scholarship was created.

The scholarship is awarded to Year 12 students at Yea High School 

annually for a duration of three years to assist in covering some of the 
expenses incurred with tertiary study.  

Guests welcomed were Declan Fulford and Olivia Johnson, inaugural 
recipients of the scholarship in 2022, Maddy Granter and Louis 
Callander (2023) and Madalen Flynn (2024).

Olivia, who completed her second year of nursing at RMIT, thanked 
the club for its impactful support. She outlined her journey to date and 
how the scholarship has allowed her to focus on her studies and clinical 
training without the worry of how the next bills would be covered.

Olivia spoke of her appreciation of the club’s belief in her future and 
recognition of her potential. She concluded her address with, “Thank 
you for all the work you do for our community and believing in and 
supporting us.”

Declan, now in his third year at Melbourne University, is majoring 

of study has included design implementation of medical technology, 

delivery systems. Declan has found this technology both exciting 
and interesting and hopes one day to be the creator of something that 
improves people’s lives. This year Declan will specialise in subjects 
required for his major including biomaterial, electric circuits, mechanics 

has helped cover some of his accommodation costs in Melbourne.
Louis Callander who commenced studies in Cyber Security at La 

Trobe Uni in Bundoora in 2024, emphasized that while he has chosen 
to continue to reside in Yea, he incurs considerable costs with petrol 
and parking fees. This year his studies will focus on wireless networks 

recently gained employment working as a specialist technician at three 
local schools and when he completes his degree he hopes to work in 

follow a career path that interests him.
Another recipient who commenced studies last year, Maddy Granter 

Therapy at Deakin University in Geelong. As Maddy was living on 
campus, the scholarship has helped defray some accommodation costs.

Maddy noted that her studies involved visiting hospitals and private 
clinics, providing insight into the various specialities in Occupational 
Therapy. One of the most impactful areas she worked in was neurological 
rehabilitation at the Royal Talbot Rehabilitation Centre.

Maddy thanked the club for awarding her the scholarship in Ruth’s 
honour as it has made a huge difference to her ability to focus on her 
studies and pursue her passion.

moved to Yea High School in 2021 and graduated Year 12 last year 
as the School Captain. She mentioned her family situation, being one 
of seven children in a single-income household, and described the 
wonderful support, love and guidance from her father in navigating life.  

Maddy has enrolled in a Bachelor of Science with a Master of 
Teaching program at RMIT in Melbourne. She has a passion for 

struggling particularly with motivation. Maddy values the scholarship 
and is determined to honour Ruth’s legacy.  

adults speak about their goals and aspirations and wishes them well 
in their future studies.

Ruth would have been immensely proud of the legacy that has been 
created in her memory.  
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ANTENNAS

Water Bores
Extensive experience in drilling for water in Mansfield, 

Alexandra and surrounding areas.
Established since 1976

For answers to all your questions and a
no obligation free quote contact GRAHAM BRENNAN
Phone/Fax: (03) 9436 1982   Mobile: 0409 362 289

5
5
D

1
2
0
7
0
/0

4
1
2

northwest.drilling@bigpond.com
www.northwestdrilling.com.au EM
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WATER BORING

*BAS  *IAS  *Superannuation  
*Accounts Receivable

  *Accounts Payable *Payroll

TURNOVER 
BOOKKEEPING

Ph Trevor Turner 
0419 575 176

BOOKKEEPING

Stain removal 
Urine treatment 
Upholstery cleaning
Carpet steam cleaning 
Tile and grout cleaning 

Ph 0427 322 124 
admin@gvrestorations.com.au  

CARPET CLEANING

CONVEYANCING

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

• Domestic / Commercial
• Undergrounds 

• Cable Locations • Trenching
• Solar Installations & Batteries

Ph 0418 543 310
info@e-tec.net.au

www.etecelectrical.com.au Rec No 12906MM00042

ELECTRICIANS

EMC0082

Phone 5773 4242 Mobile 0428 577 951

EXCAVATION & EARTHMOVING

EMC0072

All general farm fencing, cattle yards, sheep 
yards, vineyards, on site welding and oxy work.

Tree plantation ripping
5 hydraulic post drivers and pneaumatic drivers

GRASS SLASHING
4 extra heavy duty slashers

GENERAL FREIGHT
Hay, timber, wool, steel, grapes, machinery

FENCING

PAINTERS

Ph 0428 972 386

PLUMBERS

0357721205 | www.simpsonsfuel.com.au

Supplying bulk fuels to your farm or business.

Lubricant specialists, catering for all your needs
with Mobil and Prolube lubricants,

greases and solvents.

24
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Ampol Alexandra

Ampol Eildon

Mansfield Diesel Stop
24

HRS

SERVICE STATIONS

CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

MATH SQUARES

KIDS - MATH SQUARES

CRYPTOGRAM

THE GREAT AUSTRALIAN SPORT

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
8 4 16 22 9 20 15 25 26 13 18 6 10 21 7 19 17 11 23 5 3 1 14 2 12 24

Email: reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

DEADLINE: 12 NOON THURSDAYS

5772 1002

Book your space 
in our trades 

directory today!

Local VFBV reps stress importance of new CFA trucks
Continued from Page 1

Paul also spoke to the issue of ongoing 

when a lot of the trucks don’t hold up to 

reportedly stated that provided an appliance 

“I broached that very point with [Jaclyn 
Symes] and she made the point that the Chief 

just because a vehicle is roadworthy doesn’t 

for purpose merely because it is roadworthy, 
I would suggest that a Model T Ford can be 
roadworthy, but it’s not necessarily the safest 
vehicle to be driving in an emergency.

“The key concern with a single cab tanker 
is that you have two or three people isolated 
in the rear seating area and that does not 
make it conducive to good communications 

nothing about comfortable seating, although 

exposed to the elements and not being in good 
communication with the Crew Leader.

“And that can be the case with the average 
run-of-the-mill incident, such as a motor 
vehicle accident on the Black Spur, where 
the Crew Leader is wanting to communicate 
with the crew on the back about what they 
want them to do as they’re approaching 
the incident.

“Those members sitting on the rear of the 
vehicle are not seeing what the Crew Leader 
is seeing and that can create a dangerous 
situation. Rather than simply turn around and 
talk to them, you have to rely on an intercom. 
It simply isn’t good enough and is nothing to 
do with a vehicles’ roadworthy.

“You do not get good situational awareness 
facing backwards looking at where you have 
been, rather than where you are going to. 
Those on the back of a single cab vehicle 
are isolated and that, in itself, can be 
dangerous, especially if the crew goes into 
an entrapment situation.

“It also gives rise to a range of health 

as the crew on the rear will be breathing the 

hot air and toxic smoke products produced 

“Anyone that says that a single cab tanker 

understand what it’s like to ride on the back 
of a single cab tanker. Both in summer and 
in winter.

Asked about the inquiry into CFA’s 

responded with optimism.
“We teach our new recruits the process 

for conducting an After Action Review right 
from the start of their training. It is a vital 
part of learning from incidents we attend. It 
will be important for everyone to partake in 
the various reviews in an open and honest 
way. I’m sure there will be things to learn 
and things that can be done better in the 

“I don’t believe you could be critical of 
CFA’s intentions and the work that was 
done by the community safety teams at a 
brigade level, district level or state level. 
But there’s always an opportunity to have 

Paul concluded by speaking about how 
the ongoing issue of support for CFA at a 
government level could be resolved.

“If you turn around and say to volunteers, 
within the next three years, we will replace 

argument and the discussion becomes null 
and void. People who are actually out there 

Paul said.
“I remember someone saying to me years 

ago that all we want is good training, good 
equipment, good protective clothing and good 
facilities. Simple as that.

“Today we have very good structural 

training, state-of-art equipment like breathing 
apparatus and thermal imaging cameras being 
rolled out on new appliances, and every 
vehicle now carries an AED.

“So, while we have some good equipment, 
some of that equipment is being carried on 

Paul and Eric both commented on the need 
to ensure that volunteer brigades have modern 
facilities in order to attract younger members 
to the organisation. This was a point that 
wasn’t lost on the Treasurer when she asked 
which brigades needed better facilities in 
both Group areas.
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Why is electricity reconnection 
so expensive after a fire?

been shocked at the cost of reestablishing a 
power connection to their properties.

An Energy Safe Victoria spokesperson 
explained, “Victoria’s bushfire history 

the law requires these assets to be placed 

This work is generally done by electricians.

energysafe.vic.gov.au/industry-guidance/
electrical/installations-and-infrastructure/
private-aerial-lines

insulation works for powerlines, including 

AusNet handles the reconnection once 

spokesperson said, AusNet will be prioritising 

1300 561 171.

New chat support from 
Dolly’s Dream

IF your child is being bullied, or you’re a 
young person experiencing bullying, you 

support line and web chat.

AI chatbots.

were aged 13 to 20, while three per cent were 

their child used AI for help when feeling sad.

out to an organisation for support, how 

speak on the phone.

spoke proudly about the new support line.

in Australia. We know that kids and teens 
are turning to AI for help, and while it will 

But the big difference is that when they use 

and trained to help.

dollysdream.org.au

A wheel mystery

in Castella.

were obtained by police and enquires will be 

with their owner and are intrigued on how 

two wheels behind.
Proof of ownership will be required.

Police are seeking the owners of this jack and two wheels. -S

Monday – Friday 9am – 5pm
Ph 5772 1002
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A position has become available
with Alexandra Newspapers to join

our busy team.

JOB REQUIREMENTS:
• Excellent customer service;
•  Excellent communication skills and
   phone manner;
•  Computer skills essential. Email, Excel
    and Word a must;
•  Previous admin experience an advantage;
• To be respectful, friendly and punctual;
•   Ability to work in a small close knit team;
• Have the ability to work within strict

deadlines;
•  Proof reading will be a requirement at times;
•  Ability and willingness to learn new tasks;
•  On job training will be provided.

TASKS:
• Telephone duties, ringing customers and
    answering enquries; 
•  Assisting customers in person;
•   Accepting advertising and processing
    payments via EFT in person and over the
    phone;
•  Assist with preparation of weekly

newspapers and associated tasks;

    admin duties;
• Client follow up;
•   This position is not limited to the above
    tasks
Please email cover letter and resume 
addressing above criteria with three 
references to 
manager@alexandranewspapers.com.au

Closing date February 27, 2026.

PART TIME
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Monday-Friday 9am-3pm
27.5hrs per week

ARE YOU A MULTI-TASKER
 WITH A CAN DO ATTITUDE?

SITUATION VACANT

BROWN, PATRICIA 
ELLEN (nee Betts)
Born 18/03/1937.
Pattie passed away on 
Friday, 06/02/2026, aged 
88. Much loved mother 
of Jeanine and Andrea, 
mother in law to Graham, 
grandmother to James, 
Kaitlin and Sam, great 
grandmother to Abel, 
Amelie and Caspar.
Daughter of James and 
Norah Betts (both dec).
Sister of John (dec) 
Lesley (dec) Lorraine and 
Yvonne.
Special thanks to Kellock 
Lodge staff and friends 
from the independent 
living units for their 
lovely care of Pattie.
“Mumsie”, our love is 
in you and around you, 
wherever you go our love 
goes with you. You will 
be sadly missed.

DEATH NOTICES

CELEBRATION 
of Pattie’s Life –
All welcome. Saturday, 
March 14, 2026 at 
11.30am. Rennies At 
Acheron Gallery 132 
Breakaway Road Acheron. 
If attending kindly RSVP 
Jeanine text or call 0438 
815 788 for catering 
purposes by Wednesday, 
March 4, 2026.

FUNERAL 
NOTICES

Rental and Sales
Alexandra

Treadmills, X- trainers, 
exercise bikes, rowers

and more.
PH:0407 231 377

FOR HIRE

The Alexandra Football 
Netball Club Ladies 
Committee AGM will be 
held at the club rooms at 
6pm on Monday, March 2, 
2026. Everyone welcome. 
Any queries please 
contact Kath Hedger on 
0438 520 382.

MEETINGS

ISA BROWN LAYERS
- POL, $35 each. Phone 
5798 1868. Pick-up in 
Alexandra or Yea.
beckysfreerange@gmail.com

PETS & 
LIVESTOCK

I, Parminder Singh,
residing at Narre Warren, 
Victoria, Australia, have 
changed my name to 
Parminder Singh Virk 
as per Change of Name 
Certificate issued by Births, 
Deaths and Marriages, 
Victoria Certificate 
No: 93298/2026, dated 
6/02/2026. Henceforth, 
I shall be known as 
Parminder Singh Virk for 
all purposes.

PUBLIC NOTICES

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Call 5772 1002 now to book your ad today! 

Fax: 5772 1603 or Email: reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au
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What is Givit and what do they do?
charity organisation Givit, Mel, explained 
how Givit is looking to support the local 
area following the devastation caused by the 

Mel said Givit was “set up 16 years ago in 

our founder Juliette Wright, she wanted to 
create a platform where it could connect the 
things that people want to donate with the 

can jump onto the website and donate 

into the online warehouse anything that 

of the platform is that registered partner 
organisations, charities, government schools 
can put up requests for the things that 

through the what’s needed list and see if you 

if someone’s requesting a microwave and you 

have one, you can offer it directly against that 

Mel explained that the community hubs 

register, but what we’ve been doing instead is 
council has been putting requests up on their 

They’ve been receiving like bulk fuel 
vouchers and hardware vouchers through 

Givit is unable to manage fencing materials, 

“We have a couple of things that are 
prohibited, but we do other types of hardware, 

but we also do other tools that might be 

down the track, household fridges, washing 

Givit will be working on the long-term 
recovery of the area, as well as trying to 

how best we can purchase through them 
because we want to boost the local economy 

sells fridges, and how they want to receive if 
they do vouchers or how they want to receive 

were coming in which was so thoughtful 
of people but the problem was that the opp 
shop was full and the pop-up was full and 
you know, all of the hubs started getting full 

they’ve started going, you know, anyone can 
come in, give us a bit of money, we’ll put it 

Foundation Murrindindi this morning, they’ll 

are using the platform as is council on behalf 
of the hubs, so we should really be able to 

service providers that will be operating over 
phone calls and things, they’re also registered 

“Hopefully we’ll get what’s needed for the 

Givit can be found online at givit.org.au

The fires: Alexandra and the hamlets
by Robyn Ellis

knew it had cut through local anonymity, and 

is the big smoke to many little hamlets that 

historical roots from gold rush years like 

or just providing a strategic stop for watering 
horses or providing a railway station, long 

Maroondah Highway in the middle of Yarck, 
names many young men from more than 
several of these hamlets, hinting at thriving 

had been largely unknown even to recent tree 

some 80 kilometres at speeds quicker than 
you could drive, these hamlets were wrenched 

community hall, along with most of its 20 

even after repeated calls for back up, were 

having to make the call not to save her own 
home, as it had a long drive way bordered by 

Donald and Elizabeth Coles, decided 
Elizabeth would evacuate and they’d get their 

saved two nearby homes, their calls for back 

work later he managed to singlehandedly 
save their home, though losing all but one of 

photo along with other thankful survivors 
on local Facebook page at the Highlands 
Community Hub, being provided with food, 
essentials and probably an appreciated sanity 

Highlands is obscurely located on a 
tableland surrounded by squabbily forests and 

until that touching scene of practical kindness 

lives on the corner of the Gobur Kanumbra 

indicated by the Yarck Memorial, Kanumbra 

school, school house and two churches, until 

after my message, already having hooked his 

When he did go home four days later, his 
house was standing but everything around it 

machinery, tools, tanks, infrastructure and 

Down the Maroondah from Merton 
Cutting, trees on both sides instantaneously 

have to drive through it to get to the high 
country for snow skiing in the winter or for 

This ‘punching above its weight’ small hamlet 

pies, Giddy Goat’s berry vanilla slices and 

shops and homes hugging the highway, but 
as you cast your eyes up the hill, the trail of 

orchards, Koala Cherries later lamented 

cattle are being looked after by friends near 

cottage, and wasn’t it lucky we had already 
fundraised for the refugees, cutting up all that 

travelled from Caveat past Molesworth, 
haphazardly burning around the Cathkin 
turnoff, then with an astounding acceleration 
burnt every grass blade, ancient tree and 
sapling for as far as the eye could see up until 

like all units, implemented the mostly 

Luckily the Fawcett Hall was also spared and 
days later became another well appreciated 

up and over the Eglington Cutting, claiming 

Elizabeth Deelen was in church the following 

preached his most compelling sermon, using 

cows had headed to and stood in the dam for 

On the other side of the cutting, Maintongoon 
properties were singed, conifers blackened 

Then things got really risky, as the 

and experienced hardworking locals were 

along with units from other places, were 
grading along property boundaries well 

and doing everything to protect the town from 

not evacuate Kellock Lodge, our old people’s 

unit was stationed on each of the four street 

team effort the miraculous happened, the 

homes and purged properties, but left the next 

artist Marian, often opens her established 

gesture of gratitude that her home was spared, 
she donated one of her treasured works 
entitled, New Life, to the fundraising effort 

The one home that burned down in 

and FFM neighbours knew who to call and 
seven units arrived to contain the blaze before 

the courage, quick thinking and hard work of 

Now you know the names of the little 
hamlets near here, and how deeply impacted 
they were with so many homes and properties 

On one hand it’s hard to separate them out 

own identity and history, and adds its own 

To witness how our shire generally, and 

hose’, how community leaders experienced 
in coordination, logistics, attending to needs 
and building resilience, and to see the massive 
outpouring of compassion, generosity and 
good will is a thing that makes living in this 
small town, with its surrounding unique 

The importance 
of gaining 

psychological 
support following 

the fire

traumatic for many people in disaster 

reasons a person may feel uncertain about 
seeing a psychologist following a natural 

impact that such events can have on a 

that the stress or anxiety you or your family 

is getting too much, we encourage you to 
seek support and a psychologist may be 

“Psychologists are highly trained and 

effective interventions for a range of 

stress and anxiety using techniques based 

“Psychologists must always prioritise 

Where there is risk, a safety plan may 

psychologist and the affected person to 
look at factors which may support safety 
and make plans together in a collaborative 

not prevent people from accessing support 
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THE Yarck Community Picnic and Colour 
Run was well attended last Saturday at the 
Yarck Recreation Reserve, with over 300 
Murrindindi Shire families and children 

blackened landscape. 
Entry was through a gold coin donation, 

with all proceeds going to the Yarck CFA. 
Some $1070 was raised and donated.

There were children’s activities, face 
painting, and the main event of the colour 

Red Earth Bulbs from Silvan, after 
fundraising and communication with local 
groups, turned out for the colour run, bringing 
donations with them. 

They facilitated potting up of bulbs with 
all the children to remind the community 
that bulbs go through a dormant period, 

and liliums.
Red Earth Bulbs managed to raise $10,708 

this event. They replaced two Chromebooks 
for year seven and year nine boys, replaced 
a year eight boys saxophone, replaced two 
monstera plants for a year seven boy, thanks 
to Biemond Nurseries, and brought 200 water 
pistols, 10 tables and four marquees to the 
Yarck Recreation Reserve. 

They also presented ‘The Story of Daffy’, 
a children’s book by Tim Drewitt from Red 
Earth Bulbs. 

This is yet another example of the amazing 
support being given to the communities 

great day of fun for children and families. 

Over 300 people attend Yarck Colour Run
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The stars 
align for Yea 
Cruise Night

AFTER last month’s cancellation due to the 

and gas leak in Yea hampering the scheduled 

stars align for them on Saturday night. Perfect 
weather and a huge crowd made it a very 
enjoyable evening for hundreds of enthusiasts 
and locals. 

They hosted the Studebaker Car Club and 
the GT Falcon Car Club and the CFA were 

to display. It was a hit with the crowds and 
a great talking point and photo opportunity 
for children, and some grown ups. Thank 
you to Jack McMaster for organising it, and 
Kelvin McLoughlin for transporting the old 
truck to the site. 

Yea Cruise Night would also like to thank to 
the Yea Water Tigers who cooked up a storm 
with the community sausage sizzle. 

Yea Community House and the Yea CFA 
also would like to extend their gratitude to 
the many people who donated to support the 

There will be one more Yea Cruise Night 
for the season on March 14. The theme will 
be ‘Ladies Night’. 

  Photos by Dale McKeon, Plymouth Dale Photos
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   SPORT

Alexandra Squash Club: Round two of term one pennant
by Kristelle Leary

Monday competition 
Magpies versus Pelicans

game and managed to hold the lead through 
to the end to win by three points. 53 to 50.

Randy versus Jess: Jess had better court 
awareness and played the ball away from 
Randy. As a result, Randy could only play 

catch-up and was not able to control the 
play. 73 to 35.

Matt versus Mark: Great court coverage 
with good long rallies. Mark had the edge 
with better placement to take the match. 
62 to 50.

John versus Michael H: This match went 
down to the wire in a hard-fought play out. 
Michael held out until the end to win by a 
single point. 56 to 55.

Crows versus Eagles
Robbie versus Eric: A great game to watch. 
Robbie won over Eric with his killer long 
serve, taking all four games and the match. 
75 to 45.

Laura versus Sally: The majority of the 
match was close. But a blow out in the 
second game saw Sally take the lead to sail 
through to victory. 68 to 55.

Chris versus Justin: Justin continues his 
run of good form, leading from start to 

did not prevail. 75 to 53.
Jim versus Daniel W: Jim had Daniel on 

the run for much of the match, but in the 
third game Daniel slowed his serve down 
and found the corners. This unsettled Jim 
enough to tip the balance in Daniel’s favour. 
49 to 48.

There were no Wednesday games played 
due to a power outage.

Merton cricketers back at the MCG
MERTON Cricket Club hosted the Beechworth 

game at the Merton Cricket Ground (MCG) 

Merton won the toss and batted making 
8/204 James Benton again top scoring for 
his side making 50. He combined with Jai 
Lerch-McKinnon 46 in a 73 run third wicket 

partnership setting up a big total for the 
Merton side.

The experience of Ross Mackinnon 37 
and Jimmy Herridge 18 with two big sixes 

along with Murray Sutton 25 showed some 
determination early in the home sides innings.

With the resumption after the tea break 
the Merton bowlers gave limited scoring 
opportunities to the Beechworth top order 

the allocated 36 overs on 6/122. Michael 

the top scorer for the Wanderers.

Brothers Luke 2/23 and Henry Berriman 
2/25 bowled well with Murray Sutton taking 
2/1 off four overs to really lead the way for the 
Merton side. Lerch-McKinnon and Craddock 
also bowling very economical.

Merton sit on top of the ladder with Benalla 
the next challenge on the road next Saturday.

Jimmy Herridge getting low to intercept the ball. -S

Jimmy Herridge almost down on one knee to intercept the ball. -S

Ross McKinnon also getting low for best performance. -S
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Sports Editorial: sports@alexandranewspapers.com.au

Yea students bring their energy to KBA in season start
tipped off at Kinglake Basketball Association 

has been.
Yea students are well represented this 

KBA season. The Yea students pictured, 
Toby, Archie, Elias, Oscar, Roy, Jacoub and 
Cullen, certainly made their mark, with 

a fantastic display of skills, camaraderie 
and sportsmanship both within and across 
their teams.

All in newly formed teams, these boys 
worked hard for all their games, and if the 

be some big contributions from the “Yea 
Boys” each week.

exciting season ahead.
Players quickly found their rhythm, 

supporting one another, sharing the ball and 
quickly working out how their new teammates 
play as part of the group.

Adding to the excitement, Mini Ball tipped 

youngest players had a great time learning 
new skills, making friends and experiencing 
the fun of being part of a team.

The smiles said it all. It’s safe to say Mini 
Ball is off to a brilliant start and will be a 
wonderful pathway for future stars.

was no exception. A heartfelt thank you 

competition run smoothly, from scoring and 
coaching, to setting up and packing down. 
KBA also extend their appreciation to the 
referees, whose guidance ensure the games 
are played in the right spirit.

there’s good news. Registrations remain open, 

to be part of the action, build skills, make 

basketball community has to offer.The ‘Yea boys’ of Toby, Archie, Elias, Oscar, Roy, Jacoub and Cullen. -S

Daily bag limit 
announced 

for 2026 duck 
hunting season

bag limit of nine ducks per hunter for the 
2026 duck hunting season.

The season length, as set out in the 

Regulations 2024, remains unchanged, 
opening at 8am on Wednesday, March 18, 
2026 and closing 30 minutes after sunset 
on Monday, June 8, 2026.

The daily hunting times are from 8am 

sunrise until 30 minutes after sunset for 
the remainder of the season.

The nine bird bag limit has been 
informed by modelling undertaken as 

for game ducks in Victoria, which is now 
being used to inform sustainable duck 
hunting arrangements each year. See more 
information at gma.vic.gov.au/hunting/
duck/Adaptive-Harvest-Management-for-
game-duck-hunting-in-Victoria

Licence and Firearms Licence before 
hunting ducks in Victoria.

As a condition of licence to hunt 
gamebirds in Victoria, all new and 
renewing Victorian gamebird licence 
applicants must complete an online 
education program. New duck hunters must 
also successfully compete the Waterfowl 

gma.vic.gov.au/
licencing/changes-to-gamebird-licensing-
conditions for more information.

will monitor wetlands in the lead up to 
and during the season. Where warranted, 
hunting may be further regulated at some 
wetlands, and some wetlands may be closed 
to hunting to protect concentrations of 
threatened species or breeding waterbirds.

Hunters are reminded to regularly 
monitor the GMA website for updates to 
wetland closures and other management 
actions at gma.vic.gov.au/hunting/duck/
wetland-closures

agencies will patrol wetlands across 
Victoria to ensure people act in a safe 
and responsible manner.

gma.
vic.gov.au/hunting/duck/duck-season-
arrangements

responded to the news in a press release, 
saying, “Premier Jacinta Allan is 
commended for initiating the First Nations 
Treaty, but calling a 2026 recreational 
duck shooting season shows a profound 
disregard for Victoria’s First Nations 
peoples and their waterbirds by allowing 

shooters (only 0.2 per cent of the Victorian 
population) to blast their birds out of the 
sky for fun.

“Victoria is in debt to the tune of around 
$188 billion yet this Premier prefers to 
waste $11 million of our taxes on propping 

NSW (where duck shooting is banned) 3.2 
billion in cultural tourism is generated and 

spend $2.6 billion annually.”

Last week winners of Monday’s Triples games being John McDonald, 
Rob Marks and Howard Geldard. -S

The Inverloch visitors receiving their trophy. -S

Yea Bowls Club end pennant season with a win
by Maurie Finn

at Yea last Saturday.

bowlers throughout the season.

Monday Triples
Thanks to Goulburn Valley Plumbing for their sponsorship for 
the month of February.

and Rob Marks. Runners up were Maree Brennan, Janette 

Barefoot Bowls

teams together. Anyone without a team can head along and the 
club will try to organise a team for you.

Annual Inverloch group visit
Last Sunday afternoon, Yea hosted a group of 26 social bowlers 

Club members. An annual plaque is presented to the winners.


